
HI 600: Fall Semester 2023 
Living and Working in Pompeii 

 

 
 

Instructor: Dr. M. Kleijwegt; 5121 George Mosse Humanities Building; email: 
marc.kleijwegt@wisc.edu; office hours: Monday: 10:00-11:30; on other days by 
appointment. 
 
Class times: Wednesday 11:00 AM-12:55 PM. 
Location: Greek and Latin Reading Room; Memorial Library. 
 
Textbooks:  
 
Mary Beard, The Fires of Vesuvius: Pompeii lost and found, Cambridge, Mass.: The Belknap 
Press of Harvard University Press 2008; ISBN: 9780674045866. 
Alison E. Cooley and M. G. L. Cooley (eds.), Pompeii and Herculaneum: a sourcebook, second 
edition, Abingdon and New York: Routledge 2014; ISBN: 9780415666800. 
Paul Zanker, Pompeii: Public and Private Life, Cambridge, Mass. and London: Harvard 
University Press 1999; ISBN: 9780674689671. 
 
Credit Policy Statement: 
 

mailto:marc.kleijwegt@wisc.edu


The credit standard for this 3-credit course is met by an expectation of a total of 135 hours 
of student engagement with the course’s learning activities (at least 45 hours per credit 
or 9 hours per week), which include regularly scheduled meeting times (group seminar 
meetings of 115 minutes per week), dedicated online time, reading, writing, individual 
consultations with the instructor, and other student work as described in the syllabus. 
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
By the time you have completed this undergraduate capstone seminar, you will have 
gained knowledge and skills in the following areas: 
 

• You will have become familiar with the foundations of social and economic life of 
Pompeii and Herculaneum.  More specifically you will have gained a solid 
understanding of the social relevance of the Roman house. 

• You will have gained a solid understanding of the constantly evolving positions 
of scholarship on Pompeii and Herculaneum, from the middle of the twentieth 
century to the second decade of the twenty-first century, and why and how these 
positions changed. 

• You will have gained a more extended and more sophisticated experience in 
developing a research question and how to present an argument or a series of 
arguments consistently over a length of between 15 and 20 pages. 

 

 
Villa of Fannius Synistor, Boscoreale 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 



Important Dates: 
 
Choosing a House: during the meeting of Wednesday 27 September. 
Submission of assignment 1 (House): Sunday 8 October, no later than 11:59 PM. 
Submission of assignment 2 (Economies): Sunday 15 October, no later than 11:59 PM. 
Submission of assignment 3 (Women): Sunday 29 October, no later than 11:59 PM. 
Submission of final paper: Sunday 17 December, no later than 11:59 PM. 

 
Pay attention to the fact that all submission dates fall on a Sunday. 
    
NB I will not allow submissions for extra credit. 
 
Your final grade consists of five components: 
 
Attendance, preparedness and contributions to the discussion: 5%. 
Assignment 1 (on the Roman house): 15%. 
Assignment 2 (on the economy): 15%. 
Assignment 3 (on Roman women): 15% 
Final paper (between 15 and 20 pages): 50%. 

 
I use the following grades: 
 
93-100: A 
88-92: AB 
83-87: B 
78-82: BC 
70-77: C 
60-69: D 
0-59: F 

 
Statements 

 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Statement: 

 
The University of Wisconsin-Madison supports the right of all enrolled students to a full 
and equal educational opportunity. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
Wisconsin State Statute (36.12), and UW-Madison policy (UW-855) require the university 
to provide reasonable accommodations to students with disabilities to access and 

https://mcburney.wisc.edu/instructor/
https://policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-855


participate in its academic programs and educational services. Faculty and students share 
responsibility in the accommodation process. Students are expected to inform faculty 
[me] of their need for instructional accommodations during the beginning of the 
semester, or as soon as possible after being approved for accommodations. Faculty [I], 
will work either directly with the student [you] or in coordination with the McBurney 
Center to provide reasonable instructional and course-related accommodations. 
Disability information, including instructional accommodations as part of a student’s 
educational record, is confidential and protected under FERPA. (See: McBurney 
Disability Resource Center) 
 

The History Lab Statement: 
 
The History Lab is the Department of History’s in-house writing center. Our graduate 
student staff offer expert, one-on-one advising on your History/History of Science 
projects, both in-person and virtually. No matter your stage in the writing process—
choosing a topic, conducting research, composing a thesis, outlining your argument, or 
revising your drafts—the History Lab staff will help you sharpen your skills and become 
a more successful writer. Visit our website for instructions on how to schedule an 
appointment with a Lab TA, or to find tips, guides, and other resources for all of your 
History/History of Science assignment needs.  
 

Academic Integrity Statement: 
 
By virtue of enrollment, each student agrees to uphold the high academic standards of 
the University of Wisconsin-Madison; academic misconduct is behavior that negatively 
impacts the integrity of the institution. Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, unauthorized 
collaboration, and helping others commit these previously listed acts are examples of 
misconduct which may result in disciplinary action. Examples of 
disciplinary sanctions include, but are not limited to, failure on the assignment/course, 
written reprimand, disciplinary probation, suspension, or expulsion. 
 

Academic Calendar & Religious Observances Statement: 
 
Establishment of the academic calendar for the University of Wisconsin-Madison falls 
within the authority of the faculty as set forth in Faculty Policies and Procedures. 
Construction of the academic calendar is subject to various rules and laws prescribed by 
the Board of Regents, the Faculty Senate, State of Wisconsin and the federal government. 
For additional dates and deadlines for students, see the Office of the Registrar’s pages. 

https://mcburney.wisc.edu/
https://mcburney.wisc.edu/
https://history.wisc.edu/undergraduate-program/the-history-lab/
https://guide.wisc.edu/courses/#SyllabusAcademicIntegrity
https://conduct.students.wisc.edu/academic-misconduct/
https://guide.wisc.edu/courses/#SyllabusCalendarReligiousObservances
https://policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-801#Pol801_1_20
https://registrar.wisc.edu/dates/


Students are responsible for notifying instructors within the first two weeks of classes 
about any need for flexibility due to religious observances. 
  

Course Evaluations Statement: 
 
Students will be provided with an opportunity to evaluate their enrolled courses and 
their learning experience. Most departments use AEFIS a digital course 
evaluation survey tool. In most instances, students receive an official email two weeks 
prior to the end of the semester, notifying them that anonymous course evaluations are 
available. Student participation is an integral component of course development, and 
confidential feedback is important. UW-Madison strongly encourages student 
participation in course evaluations. 
 

Diversity & Inclusion Statement: 
 

Diversity is a source of strength, creativity, and innovation for UW-Madison. We value 
the contributions of each person and respect the profound ways their identity, culture, 
background, experience, status, abilities, and opinion enrich the university community. 
We commit ourselves to the pursuit of excellence in teaching, research, outreach, and 
diversity as inextricably linked goals. The University of Wisconsin-Madison fulfills its 
public mission by creating a welcoming and inclusive community for people from every 
background – people who as students, faculty, and staff serve Wisconsin and the world. 
 

Mental Health and Well-Being Statement: 
 
Students often experience stressors that can impact both their academic experience and 
personal well-being. These may include mental health concerns, substance misuse, sexual 
or relationship violence, family circumstances, campus climate, financial matters, among 
others.  
  
Students are encouraged to learn about and utilize UW-Madison's mental health services 
and/or other resources as needed. Visit uhs.wisc.edu or call University Health Services at 
(608) 265-5600 to learn more. 
 

Violence Prevention Statement: 
 
All students deserve to be safe and respected at UW-Madison. Unfortunately, we know 
that sexual and relationship violence do happen here. Free, confidential resources are 

https://policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-880
https://guide.wisc.edu/courses/#SyllabusCourseEvals
https://kb.wisc.edu/luwmad/81069
https://kb.wisc.edu/luwmad/81069
https://guide.wisc.edu/courses/#SyllabusDiversityInclusion
https://diversity.wisc.edu/
https://guide.wisc.edu/courses/#MentalHealth
https://www.uhs.wisc.edu/healthy-academics/strategies/syllabi-statements/violence-prevention/


available on and off campus for students impacted by sexual assault, sexual harassment, 
dating violence, and stalking (regardless of when the violence occurred). You don’t have 
to label your experience to seek help. Friends of survivors can reach out for support too. 
A list of resources can be found at https://www.uhs.wisc.edu/survivor-resources/. 
 

Collegiate Recovery Statement: 
 
Badger Recovery is a university affiliated recovery community for UW-Madison students 
in recovery from substance use disorders and their allies. Students in recovery from 
something other than alcohol and/or drugs may also find our community of support and 
services helpful and are welcome. To learn more about Badger Recovery, our peer to peer 
all recovery meetings, or our non-clinical staff support go to uhs.wisc.edu/recovery or 
email us at recovery@uhs.wisc.edu. 
 

Privacy of Student Records & the Use of Audio Recorded Lectures Statement: 
 
Lecture materials and recordings for this course are protected intellectual property at 
UW-Madison. Students in courses may use the materials and recordings for their 
personal use related to participation in class. Students may also take notes solely for their 
personal use. If a lecture is not already recorded, students are not authorized to record 
lectures without permission unless they are considered by the university to be a qualified 
student with a disability who has an approved accommodation that includes recording. 
[Regent Policy Document 4-1] Students may not copy or have lecture materials and 
recordings outside of class, including posting on internet sites or selling to commercial 
entities, with the exception of sharing copies of personal notes as a notetaker through the 
McBurney Disability Resource Center. Students are otherwise prohibited from providing 
or selling their personal notes to anyone else or being paid for taking notes by any person 
or commercial firm without the instructor’s express written permission. Unauthorized 
use of these copyrighted lecture materials and recordings constitutes copyright 
infringement and may be addressed under the university’s policies, UWS Chapters 14 
and 17, governing student academic and non-academic misconduct. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.uhs.wisc.edu/survivor-resources/
https://www.uhs.wisc.edu/healthy-academics/strategies/syllabi-statements/badger-recovery-syllabi-statements/
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Teaching Program 
 

Week 1: Wednesday 6 September: Pompeii: an introduction. 
 

 
Mummified skeleton of Marcus Venerius Secundio 

discovered outside the Porta Sarno; August 2021 
 
Week 2: Wednesday 13 September: the government and the urban elite. 
 
Readings: Mary Beard, The Fires of Vesuvius: Pompeii lost and found, Cambridge, Mass. 
2008, 188-216; Alison E. Cooley and M. G. L. Cooley (eds.), Pompeii and Herculaneum: a 
sourcebook, second edition, Abingdon and New York 2014, 160-212. 
 
 
Week 3: Wednesday 20 September: Public and private space in Pompeii and 
Herculaneum: an introduction to the problem: 
 
Readings: Paul Zanker, Pompeii: Public and Private Life, Cambridge, Mass. and London: 
Harvard University Press 1999, pp. 3-9; 27-32; 61-135. 



Week 4: Wednesday 27 September: Public and private space in Pompeii and 
Herculaneum: an advanced discussion of the problem: 
 
Readings: Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, Houses and Society in Pompeii and Herculaneum, pp. 
3-16; 17-38. 
 
 

 
The Roman forum with Mt. Vesuvius in the background 

 
Each student will focus on a house in Pompeii.  You will find more information on the 
houses listed below in the textbooks.  Scholarly articles can be found through JSTOR.  
A very useful website is: www.pompeiiinpictures.com 
 
Let your research be driven by the following questions: 
 

• Which aspect or aspects of the house that you study has attracted the persistent 
attention of scholars? 

• Why do scholars believe that this aspect/these aspects are important? 
• What is the relationship between the decoration of the house that you study and 

the social status of the owner? 
 
You can choose from the following houses (the numbers after the names of the houses 
refer to the part of Pompeii where the house was located by region, by block, followed 

http://www.pompeiiinpictures.com/


by the location of the individual house (see map in all three textbooks); Romans did have 
street names, but in many cases the street names from Pompeii are unknown to us): 
 
House of the Vettii (VI.15.1). 
House of Marcus Octavius Quartio (II.2.2). 
House of the Faun (VI.12.2). 
House of Marcus Lucretius Fronto (V.4a). 
House of Marcus Fabius Rufus (VII.16). 
House of Aulus Umbricius Scaurus (VII.16.12-5). 
House of the Menander (I.10.4). 
House of Marcus Epidius Rufus (IX.1.20). 
House of the Chaste Lovers (IX.12.6). 
House of the Painters at Work (IX.12.9). 
House of the Tragic Poet (VI.18.3-5). 
House of the Gilded Cupids (VI.16.7 and 38). 
House of Caius Julius Polybius (IX.12.1-3). 
House of the Centenary or of the Centennial (IX.8.6). 
House of the Ancient Hunt (VII.4.48). 
House of the Vestals (VI.I.7). 
 
You will select your house during our meeting on Wednesday 27 September.  During 
the meeting on 4 October we will go over the results of the research that you have done 
on your house and discuss strategies to move forward.  You will submit your final 
results as a short paper (minimum of 350 and a maximum of 450 words) on Sunday 8 
October no later than 11:59 PM.  The This assignment will count for 15 % towards your 
final grade. 

   
Week 5: Wednesday 4 October: The Roman House 
 

 
Week 6: Wednesday 11 October: The economies of Pompeii: 
 
Readings: Mary Beard, The Fires of Vesuvius: Pompeii lost and found, Cambridge, MA 2008, 
152-188 (Chapter 5: Earning a Living: Baker, Banker and Garum Maker); Alison E. Cooley 
and M. G. L. Cooley (eds.), Pompeii and Herculaneum: a sourcebook, second edition, 
Abingdon and New York 2014, 227-287 (Chapter 8: Commercial Life). 
 



These readings and the discussion during our meeting on 11 October will be the material 
for your second assignment: 
 
Choose 1 of the 3 following options below.  Do not submit more than 1 option.  Write a 
minimum of 500 and a maximum of 750 words.   
 
Your essay will be scored on the basis of the following points: 
 
The discussion and interpretation of the primary sources. 
The sophistication of the argument or arguments that you develop to answer the question 
that you have selected. 
The organization and the sophistication of your writing-style. 
 
Your essay needs to be submitted on Sunday 15 October no later than 11:59 PM.  This 
assignment will count for 15 % towards your final grade.  I will discuss the answers to 
all three options at our meeting on Wednesday 20 October. 

    
To know more about the primary sources discussed in Beard’s chapter, you need to 
consult the sourcebook by Cooley and Cooley.  For example, the loan agreement between 
Poppaea Note and Dicidia Margaris which is mentioned on p. 182 in Beard’s book is given 
in full in Cooley and Cooley (H60; p. 258).  Reading the agreement in full will enable you 
to check whether Beard’s characterization of the document is correct. 
 
Also, some of the documents from the archive of Lucius Caecilius Iucundus can be found 
there, as well as the evidence related to the fish-sauce manufactured and sold by Aulus 
Umbricius Scaurus.  Note that Beard does not mention an individual from Pompeii who 
is involved in international trade, despite the fact that Pompeii had a harbor (perhaps 
even two: one for the sea; the other for the river). 
 
1. On pp. 153-154 Beard summarizes the different schools of thought on the nature of 
the Roman economy.  Study the characteristics of each theory and develop an argument 
whether the economy of Pompeii was ‘primitive’ or ‘modern’ based on the evidence 
discussed in Beard’s chapter.  [This means that you have to study the commodities and 
economic transactions discussed by Beard and see whether they fit the primitive or the 
modern model.] 
 
2. As the pages of Beard’s chapter illustrate, there was a large number of commercial 
activities in Pompeii.  However, if all (or the vast majority of) the items that were 



produced in Pompeii were also purchased and consumed in Pompeii, then the scale of 
the city’s economy was limited (think of the population size).  The true test of Pompeii’s 
success as an economy is the export of commodities.  Discuss commodities which were 
sold outside of the city and discuss the respective importance of export and local 
consumption. [This means that you have to read the chapter very closely and decide 
for yourself which items might have been sold at other places than Pompeii.  You also 
have to take into consideration the quality of the individual products (the higher the 
quality, the bigger the profit).  Note that Beard does not directly discuss whether 
products from Pompeii were traded outside Pompeii.] 
 
3. Discuss the unique primary evidence (three sets in total) for financial and fiscal 
transactions at Pompeii.  What important information do we gain from this evidence 
for an assessment of the economy in Pompeii? [This means that you have to focus on 
Beard’s discussion on pp. 177-182.  Note that she ends this section with a discussion of 
literacy in Pompeii (which is not relevant for a discussion of the economy) and that she 
scores Iucundus’ activities in terms of economic scale.] 

 

 
Zeus and Hera on Mount Ida; 

House of the Tragic Poet 
 

Week 7: Wednesday 18 October: Discussion and feedback on Assignment 2. 
 
 
Week 8: Wednesday 25 October: Roman Women. 
 



Readings: Eve d’Ambra, Roman Women, New York and Cambridge 2007, pp. 45-93 
(Chapter 2: Marriage and Family; on Canvas); Elaine Fantham, Helene Peet Foley, Natalie 
Boymel Kampen, Sarah B. Pomery and H. Alan Shapiro, Women in the Classical World, 
Oxford and New York 1994, pp. 294-345 (Chapter 11: Women, Family, and Sexuality in 
the Age of Augustus and the Julio-Claudians; Excursus: The Women of Pompeii; on 
Canvas). 
 
In your third assignment you are required to answer the following question: 
 
What is/are the role/roles of elite women in Roman society?  How does modern 
scholarship explain the high-profile public activities of some elite women in Pompeii?  
Discuss the merits and weakness of the views of modern scholars.  You are required to 
submit a paper in which you present your answers to these questions on Sunday 29 
October no later than 11:59 PM.  The length of this paper is 1,000 words (note that this 
is longer than the other two assignments; this is done to prepare for the writing of the 
final paper for this seminar).  The outcomes and results of your assignments will be 
discussed at our meeting on Wednesday 1 November. 

 
Week 9: Wednesday 1 November: Religion in Pompeii and Herculaneum. 
 
Readings: Mary Beard, The Fires of Vesuvius: Pompeii lost and found, Cambridge, MA 2008, 
pp. 276-309 (Chapter 9: A City Full of Gods); Alison E. Cooley and M. G. L. Cooley (eds.), 
Pompeii and Herculaneum: a sourcebook, second edition, Abingdon and New York 2014, pp. 
117-160 (Chapter 5: Religion). 
 

 



 
Week 10: Wednesday 8 November: Brainstorming session on research 
 
 
Week 11: Wednesday 15 November: no class; individual meetings with instructor (if 
required). 
 
 
Week 12: Wednesday 22 November: work on final essay. 
 
 
Week 13: Wednesday 29 November: meeting to assess progress and discuss common 
problems. 
 
 
Week 14: Wednesday 6 December: no class; individual meetings with instructor (if 
required). 
 
 
Week 15: Wednesday 13 December: final meeting of the seminar: assessment of 
achievements. 
 

Submission of final paper: Sunday 17 December, no later than 11:59 PM. 
 

END 


