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THONGCHAI WINICHAKUL 
Visiting Professor, the Pridi Banomyong International College (PBIC), Thammasat University, Thailand 

Emeritus Professor of History, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA, twinicha@wisc.edu 
Emeritus Research Fellow, Institute of Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan 

 
EDUCATION 
1988  PhD, University of Sydney, Australia 
1984  MA (Honours), University of Sydney, Australia 
1981  BA (First Class Honours), Thammasat University, Thailand 
 
CAREERS 
2017-2019 Senior Researcher, Institute of Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO), Japan 
1991-2016 Assistant (1991), Associate (1995) and Professor (2001), Department of History,    
  University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA 
1988-1991 Lecturer at Thammasat University, Bangkok, Thailand 
 
AWARDS AND HONORS 
2022  The 2022 EuroSEAS Humanities Book Prize for the book Moments of Silence (2020) 
2013/14 President of the Association for Asian Studies (AAS)  
2004  Grand Prize for the Asia Pacific Book Award, the Asian Affairs Research Council, Japan, for the 

Japanese edition of Siam Mapped 
2003  Elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, class of 2003 
1994/95 The John Simon Guggenheim Award 
1995  The Harry J. Benda Award, AAS for the book Siam Mapped 
 
RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS  
2020-21 Thammasat University’s School of education for research how to improve history curriculum in 

high-school  
2019-2024 Japan Society for Promotion in Science (JSPS) grant-in-aid for collaborative research in legal 

history of Thailand and Myanmar 
2015 (Jul-Dec) Visiting Research Fellow, ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute, Singapore 
2015 (Jan-Jun) Visiting Research Fellow, Centre for Southeast Asian Studies, Kyoto University 
2010-12 Senior Research Fellow, Asia Research Institute, National University of Singapore 
2006/07, 1996 Institute for Research in the Humanities, UW-Madison 
2003 Faculty Development Grant (UW system) 
1999-2001 Vilas Associates Fellowship, UW-Madison 
1994/95 The John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship; American Philosophical Society 
1992/93 The Social Science Research Council- Advanced Area Study Fellowship 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (selected) 
2012-16 Executive Board of the Association for Asian Studies (AAS) 
2009-21 Editorial Board, Consulting Editor of the journals Modern Asian Studies 
2009-16 Editorial Board of the journals South East Asia Research 
2010-13, 2017 Advisory Board of the journal Studies in Ethnicity and Nationalism (SEN) 
2003-16 Co-editor of the Southeast Asia Series for University of Wisconsin Press 
1997-2000 AAS, Harry J Benda Prize Committee, Chair in 1999/2000 
1994-97 AAS, Southeast Asia Council, Chair in 1996/97 
1994-2010 (Once every 2-3 years) Co-organizer, the Council on Thai Studies (COTS), USA.  
1991  Founder of Thammasat University Archives 
 
TEACHING AT WISCONSIN 
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(Undergraduate) Southeast Asia before 1800; Buddhism and Society in Southeast Asian History; (Graduate) 
Orientalism: The Orients in our Knowledge; Politics and Culture in Modern Thai History; Nations and Nationalism; 
History & Theory: Geography at Work in History; Spatial Turn in the Historiography of Southeast Asia;  
 
BOOKS IN ENGLISH 
2020 Moments of Silence: The Unforgetting of the October 6, 1976 Massacre in Bangkok, University of 

Hawaii Press, 320 pp; awarded the 2022 EuroSEAS Humanities Book Prize 
1994 Siam Mapped: A History of the Geo-body of a Nation. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 280 pp. + 

illus. & maps; awarded the Harry J. Benda Prize from the Association for Asian Studies (1995); The 
Japanese edition received the Grand Prize of Asia Pacific Book Award from the Asian Affairs Research 
Council (2004); translated into Thai 2013, Chinese 2016, Korean 2018, the Vietnamese and Indonesian 
editions are forthcoming.  

 
ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS IN ENGLISH (selected) 
2021 “Confessions to Lese Majesty: A Lens into the Rule of Law in Thailand,” in States and Societies in 

Motion: Essays in Honour of Takashi Shiraishi, ed. Khoo Boo Teik and Jafar Suryomenggolo, 
Copenhagen: NIAS Press, pp. 295-314 

2020 “Southeast Asian Studies in the Age of Disruption,” Journal of Southeast Asian History and Culture 
(Japan), 49, pp.11-25 

2019 “Thailand’s Royal Democracy in Crisis” in After the Coup: The National Council for Peace and Order 
Era and the Future of Thailand, ed. Michael J. Montesano, Terence Chong and Mark Heng, Singapore: 
ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute, pp. 282-307 

2018 “Southeast Asian studies in the Age of STEM Education and Hyper-Utilitarianism”, Suvannabhumi, Dec, 
pp. 157-180 

2016 “Thailand's Hyper-royalism: Its past Success and Present Predicament” Trends in Southeast Asia, no.7, 
Singapore: ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute, 2016. 36 pp. 

2014 “Asian Studies across Academies: the AAS Presidential Address”, Journal of Asian Studies, 73:4 
(November 2014), pp 879 - 897 

2008 “Toppling Democracy”, Journal of Contemporary Asia, 38, 1, pp. 11-37 
2002  “Remembering/ Silencing the Traumatic Past: the Ambivalent Memories of the October 1976 Massacre in 

Bangkok" in Cultural Crisis and Social Memory: Modernity and Identity in Thailand and Laos, ed. 
Charles F Keyes and Shigeharu Tanabe, London and New York: Routledge/ Curzon, pp. 243-283. 

 
BOOKS IN THAI (with translated titles) 
2020 The Royal Nation-State, Same Sky Books, Thailand, 332 pp. 
2020 The Prerogative State and the Royal Rule of Law: a history of the Rule by Law in Thailand, for the 17th 

Puey Ungphakorn Memorial Lecture, Thammasat University, 270 pp. 
2019 The Great Transformation of Siam: the intellectual foundations of modern Siam, Same Sky Books, 

Thailand, 251 pp. 
2019 Breaking the Conventional Thai History, Same Sky Books, Thailand, 350 pp. 
2017 Thais/ Others, Nonthaburi, TH: Siam, Same Sky Books, 244 pp.  
2016 The Face of Royal-nationalism in Thai Historiography, Same Sky Books, Thailand, 260 pp.  
2015 6 October: Unforgettable but Unable to Remember, Same Sky Books, Thailand, 267 pp. 
2013 Democracy with the Monarchy above Politics, Same Sky Books, Thailand, 328 pp. 
2013 Siam Mapped, Thai edition with new introduction, Bangkok: Read Publishing, 355 pp. 
2005 Going Beyond the Post-1973 Democracy, Bangkok: the 14 October Foundation, 102 pp. 
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