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This interdisciplinary course introduces students to the intersection between Political
Ecology and Environmental History, dealing with three historical topics: Empires, Nations, and
Capitalism. This exercise implies a multiscale vision that combines global, hemispheric, and Latin
American scales. In the second part of this course, the global scale is studied in “friction” with the
Amazon region. In addition to this first goal, this class will help students understand contemporary
Amazon history, in a period when the Amazon has become not only a globalized region, but also a
region strongly defined in environmental or ecological terms. This class is nurtured with political
economy, geography, history, and anthropology. It also can be seen as environmental history with
a political perspective.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Toread, discuss, and understand some of selected books related to environmental history,
and re-interpreting them in political ecology perspective.

2. To develop a basic comprehension of the interactions of socio-ecological problems with a
time-space vision, on the one hand, in several scales, global, hemispheric, and regional, with
historical vision, on the other. Interactions between the Global and the Latin American
scales are the main, but not exclusively focus of this Objective.

3. When analyzing topics, we distinguish between different types of scales, this way: Global,
Glocal, Hemispheric, Latin America, Comparative, and Amazonia.

4. To achieve a basic historical comprehension about socio-ecological transformations of the
Amazon, including the idea that the Amazon has become a global biome defined in
ecological terms, more than in socio-economic or cultural terms. Interactions between the
Global and the Pan-Amazon is going to be the focus of this section.

METHODOLOGY

1. Student active and informed participation is key for the success of this class.
a) Each student should present one or two readings in order to help to summarize the
reading, and to organize discussions.
b) Each student should send a couple of questions to the person that present the reading.
c) Each student should publish, after every class, in one of their social networks, an idea
or reflection to follow up the discussion of the class. | would encourage Tweeter
because its contemporary importance in political terms.



d) The professor should orient, and moderate discussions, and help students to organize
the context of the readings. Occasionally, when it is needed, the professor will provide
background and context of the session the class is going to undertake.

e) There are no bad ideas, but ideas should be related to readings for the class or related
to the class. They should not be just opinions at random. Students are encouraged to,
respectfully, present their ideas, questions, and engage in controversies, if necessary.

2. Several authors of the readings are going to be invited, and should engage in a conversation
with comments and questions from all participants.

3. Students are encouraged to watch some movies, mainly related to Amazon history. During
this semester, collectively, this class should build a list of movies about political ecology in
historical perspective, and about Amazonia.
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EVALUATION:

1. 2 Book Reviews.

At least 2 Session’s presentation

2 written questions for each class

A tweeter post for every week.

One final paper, on a topic previously agreed with the professor.
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SELECTED LITERATURE THAT SHOULD BE READ OR INTERPRETED AS INTERSECTION BETWEEN
POLITICAL ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY: Selected Sections or Chapters of the
books
e Crosby, Alfred W. Ecological imperialism: the biological expansion of Europe, 900-1900.
Cambridge University Press, 2004.
e Marks, Robert B. The origins of the modern world: A global and environmental narrative
from the fifteenth to the twenty-first century. Rowman & Littlefield, 2019..
e Moore, Jason W. Capitalism in the Web of Life: Ecology and the Accumulation of Capital.
Verso Books, 2015.
e Cook, Noble David. Born to die: disease and New World conquest, 1492-1650. Vol. 1.
Cambridge University Press, 1998.




Hennessy, Elizabeth. On the Backs of Tortoises: Darwin, the Galapagos, and the Fate of an
Evolutionary Eden. Yale University Press, 2019.

Raby, Megan. American Tropics: The Caribbean Roots of Biodiversity Science. UNC Press
Books, 2017.

Grandin, Greg. The end of the myth: from the frontier to the border wall in the mind of
America. Metropolitan Books, 2019.

German Palacio, Alberto Vargas, and Elizabeth Hennessy. “Anthropocene in Friction. Dis-
Encounters Between Geology and History.” in Fronteiras: Journal of Social, Technological
and Environmental Science, 2019.

Vargas Llosa, Mario. The Dream of the Celt: A Novel. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2012.

Grandin, Greg. Fordlandia: the rise and fall of Henry Ford’s forgotten jungle city. Macmillan,
2009.

Dean, Warren. Brazil and the struggle for rubber: a study in environmental history.
Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Hecht, Susanna B. The scramble for the Amazon and the” Lost paradise” of Euclides da
Cunha. University of Chicago Press, 2013.

Palacio, German. “Is there any Latin in the Latin American Environmental History? New
challenges for the consolidation of a regional intellectual community.” Historia Ambiental
Latinoamericana y Caribefia (HALAC) revista de la Solcha 1.2 (2012): 157-179.

Palacio, German, and Emily Wakild. “Amazonia cambia con el mundo: elementos para
comprender Amazonia contemporanea.” Desenvolvimento, integracdo e conservagado da
Pan-Amazénia. Belém: NAEA Editora (2016): 13-35.

Palacio, German. “An eco-political vision for an environmental history: Toward a Latin
American and North American research partnership.” Environmental History 17.4 (2012):
725-743.

Soluri, John, Claudia Leal, and José Augusto Padua, eds. A living past: environmental
histories of modern Latin America. Vol. 13. Berghahn Books, 2018.

Boyer, Chris. “Latin American Environmental History”, in Latin American History: Oxford
Research Encyclopedias. Online Publication Date, April, 2016.

Garfield, Seth. In search of the Amazon: Brazil, the United States and the nature of a region.
Duke University Press, 2013.

Alimonda, Héctor. Los tormentos de la materia. Aportes para una ecologia politica
latinoamericana (Buenos Aires: Clacso, 2006).

Alimonda, Héctor (Ed.). La colonizacion de la naturaleza. Ecologia politica y mineria en
América Latina (Buenos Aires: Clacso, 2011).

Amazonas 2030. La Amazonia colombiana en cifras. Ecos y percepciones (Bogota: Fundacion
Alisos, 2011).

Cabrera, Gabriel. Las nuevas tribus y los indigenas de la Amazonia. Historia de una presencia
protestante (Bogota: Litocamargo, 2007).

Codazzi, Agustin. Geografia Fisica y Politica de la Confederacion Granadina. Estado del
Cauca. Territorio del Caquetd (Bogota:Coama, Fondo Fen, Instituto Agustin Codazzi, 1996).
- Eder, Phanor James. El fundador: Santiago Eder. Recuerdos de su vida y acotaciones para
la historia econémica del Valle del Cauca (Cali: Ingenio AzUcar Manuelita, 2004).

- Dominguez, Camilo y Gdmez, Augusto. La economia extractiva en la Amazonia colombiana
(Bogota: Corporacién Araracuara, 1990).

- Domiguez, Camilo y otros. Orinoco (Bogota: Fondo FEN-Unal, Orinoquia, 2011).

- Flérez, Alberto (Ed.). El poder de la carne. Historias de ganaderias en la primera mitad del
siglo XX en Colombia (Bogota: Ed. Javeriana, 2008).



- Galindo, Pedro. “Expansién y conflictos hidrocarburiferos en la cuenca andino-amazénica”,
Tesis de Doctorado en Sociologia Juridica e Instituciones Politicas, Universidad Externado de
Colombia, 2012.

- Garay, Luis Jorge, Cardenas, Mauricio, Espitia Jorge, et. al (Bogota: Contraloria Genenral
de la Republica, 2013).

Garcia, Pilar. La nacionalizacion de la Amazonia (Barcelona: Universitat de Barcelona, 1988).
Guhl, Ernesto. Escritos geogrdficos: las fronteras politicas y los limites naturales. Fondo FEN
Colombia, 1991.

von Hildebrand, Patricio. Contexto Biofisico del Norte y Oriente Amazdnico colombiano
(Bogota: Fundacién Puerto Rastrojo; 2012).

von Humboldt, Alexander, and Gerhard Harig. Alexander von Humboldt. (Paris: Cassel,
1853).

Martins, José de Souza. Fronteira. A degradagdo do outro nos confins do humano. 29 edigdo,
rev. e atualizada. (Sdo Paulo: Ed. Contexto, 2009).

Molano, Alfredo. Aguas arriba. Entre la coca y el oro (Bogotd, El Ancora Ed., 1990).

Osorio y Delgado. “Tierras altas y bajas en la Colombia del siglo XIX: reflexiones sobre el
influjo del clima como generador de paisajes civilizados”, en Heyd y otros. Perspectivas
culturales del clima (Bogota, llsa, 2011).

Palacio, German. “Territorios y territorialidades de la Universidad Nacional de Colombia y
el sistema de educacion superior”, en Proyecto Vision 2034 de la Universidad Nacional de
Colombia, préximo a aparecer (Bogota: Unal, 2015).

Palacio, German, et. al. Plan Estratégico de Ciencia, Tecnologia e Innovacion para el
Departamento de Guainia (Bogota: Gobernacion de Guainia, Colciencias, Unal-Amazonia,
2014).

Palacio, German, “lLa tercera conquista de la Amazonia por fuerzas globales.
Neoconservacionismo versus Neodesarrollismo”, en Fernando Franco (Ed.) Megaproyectos.
La Amazonia en la encrucijada (Bogota: Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Sede Amazonia,
2012).

- Palacio, Germdan, “Cambio climdtico, retérica politica y crisis ambiental. Una nueva
interfase entre ciencias naturales y ciencias sociales”, en Pablo Chacén y Julio Postigo (Ed.),
Cambio climdtico, politicas publicas y movimientos sociales (Buenos Aires: Clacso, 2012-1).
- Palacio, German. “Is there any Latin in the Latin American environmental history? New
challenges for the consolidation of a regional intgellectual community”, en Historia
Ambiental de América Latina y El Caribe, HALAC, Vol 1, Num 2, Marzo-Agosto 2012-3, pg.
157-179.

- Palacio, German. “Suelo, subsuelo y vuelo: los previsibles desafios ecopoliticos para la
Amazonia colombiana en el nuevo gobierno de Juan Manuel Santos”, en Alimonda, Héctor,
La colonizacion de la naturaleza. Ecologia politica y mineria en América Latina (Buenos Aires:
Clacso, 2011).

- Palacio, German. “Cultura estratégica en la historia colombiana: un aporte con perspectiva
ambiental”, en Amazonia colombiana. Imaginarios y realidades Echeverri y Pérez (Ed.)
(Leticia: UNAL-Bogot4d, 2010).

- Palacio, German. “Amazonia: complejidad, imaginarios y opciones de futuro, en - Palacio
y Nieto (Ed.) Amazonia desde dentro (Bogota: Unal-Amazonia, 2007).



- Palacio, German. “Del viaje al turismo en paisaje colombiano en construccion: naturaleza,
género y civilizacién, 1850-1920”, en Ochoa, Turismo en la Amazonia. Entre el desarrollo
convencional y las alternativas ambientales amigables (Bogota: Universidad Nacional de
Colombia-Sede Amazonia, 2008).

- Palacio, German. Fiebre de tierra caliente. Una historia ambiental de Colombia, 1850-1930
(Bogota: UNAL-ILSA, 2006-1)

- Palacio, German. “Breve guia de introduccion a la ecologia Politica (Ecopol): origenes,
inspiradores, aportes y temas de actualidad”, en Gestion y Ambiente 9, Num. 3, 2006.

- Peralta Agudelo, Jaime. “El clima de América: la llustracién y la invencién de llos “paises
ardientes” de la Nueva Granada”, en Heid y otros. Perspectivas culturales del clima (Bogota:
ILSA-Universidad nacional de Colombia-Sede Bogotd, 2011).

- Pérez Triana, Santiago. De Bogotd al Atldntico (Bogota: Biblioteca Popular de Cultura
Colombiana, 1942).

- Pineda, Roberto: “El rio de la mar Dulce. Imaginarios sobre la Amazonia: los dilemas entre
un paraiso y un infierno verde”, en Amazonia colombiana. Imaginarios y realidades (Bogota:
Unal, 2011)

- Pratt, Mary Louise. Ojos Imperiales. Literatura de viajes y transculturacion (Buenos Aires:
Universidad de Quilmes, 1997)

- Rausch, Jane. A Tropical Plains Frontier: The Llanos of Colombia 1531-1831(University of
New MexicoistrPress, 1984.)

- Rausch, Jane. The Llanos Frontier in Colombian History, 1830-1930 (University of New
Mexico Press, iskri1993)istr:

- Rausch, Jane. Colombia: Territorial Rule and the Llanos Frontier (University Press of Florida,
1999);skr;

Santos, Boaventura. Toward a New Common Sense. Globalization and Emancipation
(London: Butters North Lexis Nexis, 2002).

Serje. El revés de la Nacion. Territorios salvajes, fronteras y tierras de nadie (Bogota:
Uniandes, 2005).

- Zarate, Carlos. Extraccion de quina: la configuracion del espacio andino-amazénico
(Bogota, Unal-Amazonia, 2001).

Zarate, Carlos. Silvicolas, siringueiros y agentes estatales: el surgimiento de una sociedad
transfronteriza en la Amazonia de Brasil, Pert y Colombia, 1880-1932 (Bogota: Universidad
Nacional de Colombia-Sede Amazonia, 2008).

Zewuster, Lissette, “Entre malocas y ministerios. UN estudio sobre la cooperacién colombo-
holandesa en la Amazonia colombiana”, tesis de Maestria en Estudios Amazdnicos,
Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Sede Amazonia, 2010.

Zibechi, Raul. Brasil Potencia. Entre la integracion regional y un nuevo imperialismo (Lima:
Programa Democracia y Transformacién Social-Forum Solidaridad Peru, 2013).

Alimonda, Héctor. “La naturaleza colonizada,” in Ecologia politica y mineria en América
Latina (Buenos Aires: Clacso, 2011).

Autin, Whitney J. “Is the Anthropocene an issue of stratigraphy or pop culture?”, The
Geological Society of America, Groundwork. Today. Vol 22 2012, p. 60-61.

Bolivar, S. (1977). Carta de Jamaica. Ministerio de Educacion de la Republica de Venezuela.
Carse, Ashley. Beyond the Big Ditch, Boston: MIT Press, 2014,



Chakrabarty, Dipesh. “The Climate of History: Four Theses,” Critical Inquiry 35 (Winter
2009), pp. 197-222.

-Nigel, Clark. Inhuman Nature. Sociable Life on a Dynamic Planet (Los Angeles, London: Sage,
2011)

-Cronon, William. Un lugar para relatos: naturaleza, historia y narrativa. In Repensando la
naturaleza: Encuentros y desencuentros disciplinarios en torno a lo ambiental, (Bogota:
Universidad Nacional-ICANH-Colciencias. Palacio, G., Ulloa, A., & Cronon, W: 2002).
Crutzen, P. J., & Stoermer, E. F. (2000). Global change newsletter. The Anthropocene, 41,
17-18.

Crutzen, P. Geology of Mankind NATURE | VOL 415 | 3 JANUARY 2002 | www.nature.com
Cushman, Gregory. Guano and the Opening of the Pacific World (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2013).

Dauvergne, Peter (Ed.). Handbook of Global Environmental Politics (Northhampton, Mass:
Edward Elgar Publishing, 2005).

Erlich, Paul The population bomb. New York Times, 1970, 47.

Escobar, A. (1998). La invencion del Tercer Mundo: construccion y deconstruccion del
desarrollo. Editorial Norma.

Fagan, Brian. The Great Warming: Climate Change and the Rise and Fall of Civilizations (New
York, Berlin, London: Bloomsbury Press, 2010).

Foucault, M. (2014). Histoire de la sexualité (Tome 1)-La volonté de savoir (Vol. 1). Editions
Gallimard.

Forero, Lyda Fernanda 2010 (Compiladora). Cambio Climdtico y Justicia Ambiental. Una
Introduccion (Bogota: ILSA-DIAKONIA)

Fukuyama, Francis. The End of History and the Last Man (2006). Simon and Schuster.
Hamilton, Clive. Earthmasters. The Dawn of the Age of the Climate Engineering (New Haven
and London: Yale university Press, 2013).

-Hackman, and St Clair, “Transformative Cornerstones of Social Science research”
International Council for Science “Grand Challenges for Earth System Sciences,” (ICSU:
2010).

- Hardt, M., & Negri, A. (2001). Empire. Harvard University Press.

-ICSU. “Grand Challenges for Earth System Sciences,” in
http://www.icsu.org/publications/reports-and-reviews/grand-
challenges/GrandChallenges Oct2010.pdf

-IPCC. Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, Il and IlI
to the Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Core
Writing Team, R.K. Pachauri and L.A. Meyer (eds.)]. IPCC, Geneva, Switzerland, 151 pp.
-Klein, Naomi. “Geoengineering: Testing the Waters.” (New York Times, 1 p.).

-Klein, Naomi. This Changes Everything. Capitalism vs. the Climate (New York: Simon and
Shusters Paperbacks, 2015)

-Jones, A. (2010). Globalization: key thinkers (Vol. 1). Polity.

-Latour, Bruno. Politics of Nature (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2004).

-Latour, Bruno. “Facing Gaia: A New Enquiry into Natural Religion”, The Gifford Lectures,
University of Edinbourgh, February. http://www.bruno-latour.fr/node/486.




-Lefebre, Henry. The Production of Space, translated by Donald Nicholson-Smith, Oxford:
Blackwell, 1991.

-Leichenko, R., & OBrien, K. (2008). Environmental change and globalization: Double
exposures. Oxford University Press.

-Lewis, Simon and Maslin, Mark. “Defining the Anthropocene” (Nature: March, 2015, Vol
519).

-Lave, J. and E. Wenger. Situated Learning: Legitimate Peripheral Participation (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1991).

-Maase, Doreen: For Space, London: SAGE, 2005. 222 pp.

- Masco, Joseph. The Nuclear Borderlands: The Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New
Mexico (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2013).

- Macekura, Stephen: Of Limits and Growth. The Rise of Sustainble Development in the
Twentieth Century (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2015)

McKibben, Bill (ed.) The Global Warming Reader. OR Books, 2011.

-Mitman, Gregg. “Hubris or Humility: Genealogies of The Anthropocene”, Delivered at
Miami University, april 9, 2015 (In Print).

- de Montesquieu, C. L. D. S. (1867). Esprit des lois. Libr. de F. Didot Fréres.

-Moore, Jason (2002). “Capitalism and World Ecology. Braudel and Marx on Environmental
History” University of California, Berkeley

-Moore, Jason. Capitalism in the Web of Life. Ecology and the Accumulation of Capital
(London, New York, Verso, 2015).

-Morton, Oliver. The Planet Remade. How Geoengineering Could Change the World
(Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2016).

-O'Brien, K. L., & Leichenko, R. M. (2000). “Double exposure: assessing the impacts of
climate change within the context of economic globalization.” Global environmental
change, 10(3), 221-232.

-Palacio, German. “Historia tropical: a reconsiderar las nociones de espacio, tiempo y
ciencia”. En German Palacio (ed.) Repensando la naturaleza: Encuentros y desencuentros
disciplinarios en torno a lo ambiental. Universidad Nacional de Colombia, Imani, 2002. Pp.
67-97.

-Palacio, German. Fiebre de tierra caliente. Una historia ambiental de Colombia, 1850-1930
(Bogota: Universidad Nacional de Colombia-ILSA, 2006).

-Palacio, German. “Cambio climatico, retérica politica y crisis ambiental: una nueva interfase
entre ciencias naturales y ciencias sociales”. In Julio C. Postigo, et. al. Cambio climatico,
movimientos sociales y politicas publicas: Una vinculacion necesaria. Clacso, Santiago de
Chile, 2013. Pp. 51-73.

-Palacio, German, Walkid, E. “Amazonia cambia con el mundo.”, Luis Aragén (Ed.), In Print,
2016.

-Palsson, Gisli, Bronislaw Szerszynski b, Sverker Sorlin c, et.al.,“Reconceptualizing the
‘Anthropos’ in the Anthropocene: Integrating the social sciences and humanities in global
environmental change research”

-Palsson, Gisli. Nature, Culture, and Society. Anthropological Perspectives on Life
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016).

- Pickety...(2010). Capitalism in the Twentieth First Century



e - Quijano, A. (1999). Colonialidad del poder, cultura y conocimiento en América Latina.
Dispositio, 24(51), 137-148.

e -Rose, D.B., & Robin, L. (2004). The ecological humanities in action: An invitation. Australian
Humanities Review, 31, 2.

e -Santos, Boaventura. Toward a New Common Sense. Globalization and Emancipation
(London: Butters North Lexis Nexis, 2002).

e - Soto, D. P. (2008). “Nueva perspectiva filoséfica en Ameérica Latina: el grupo
Modernidad/Colonialidad.” Ciencia politica, (5), 8-35.

e - Salick, Jan y Byg, Anja 2007 Indigenous Peoples and Climate Change (Oxford: Tndall
Center).

e Sorlin, S. (2012). Environmental humanities: Why should biologists interested in the
environment take the humanities seriously?. BioScience, 62(9), 788-789.

e -Tsing, Anna. Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection, Princeton, NJ: Princeton
University Press, 2005, 321
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