HOS 921
European Travel and Exploration, 1500-1850
Fall, 1998

Seminar Leader: Tom Broman
7133 Social Sciences
tel. office: 3-1562; home: 238-5694 (not after 10:00 pm, please!)
thbroman@facstaff.wisc.edu
Office hours: 9:00-11:00 am, Tuesdays

I. Apologia pro meo cursu

The aim of this seminar is to introduce students to the primary and secondary literature
pertaining to the encounters between Europeans and the rest of the world in the three and a
half centuries between 1500 and 1850. This is no easy task, because in the wake of the
academic self-flagellations prompted by the Columbian quincentenary of 1992, not to mention
the recent fashion for “subaltern studies” and post-modern studies of the “discourse of the
Other,” this literature has become simply enormous. For this reason, | have given this seminar
a thematic focus on travel narratives. But even within this restricted compass, | have placed
severe limitations on the expanse of material to be covered.

In the first place, we will not be spending much time talking about travel as such in the
European mental world. We will touch on this issue toward the beginning of the semester (in
Pagden and Greenblatt), but much more could be learned about how narratives of travel
distinctively shaped Europeans’ understanding of all that was not Europe. One thing to keep in
mind, however, is the distinctive context in which the accounts were produced. Ralegh’s and
Lery’s 16th-century accounts of the New World were produced at a time when any news of that
kind would be accorded the status of the marvelous. By the time we arrive at Humboldt and
Darwin, on the other hand, readers of travel literature had long since become accustomed to
novelty, and the role of Humboldt and Darwin as scientific travelers had become a highly
routinized one.

Secondly, | have not even stuck to my own thematic organizing principles, for | have
included among the readings two of the most famous “histories” of the New World, José de
Acosta’s Natural and Moral History of the Indies (1590) and Joseph Lafitau’s Customs of the
American Indians compared with the Customs of Primitive Times (1724). Although both were
produced by writers who actually lived in the places they describe, these are obviously not
travel narratives. My reasons for doing so are two: First, | like them; they are exceptionally
interesting works and merit study. Second, they offer us a chance to see how the experience of
the New World was assimilated into European scholarship. They also offer a nice literary
counterpoint to the travel narratives that form the majority of our readings. The drawback is,
once the door has been opened to this literature, scores of other candidates present
themselves as possibilities. Why Acosta and not Bartolomeo de Las Casas? Why Lafitau’s
treatise and not one of the multitude of other “histories” of America? In fact, we could have
made a major foray into this issue of comparative literary genres by focusing on three different
versions of Cook’s second voyage in the Resolution (1772-5). The source we will be reading is
Johann Reinhold Forster’s unpublished journal of the voyage. But there is also a published
narrative of the voyage produced in 1777 by Forster’s son, George Forster (A Voyage round the
World, in His Britannic Majesty's sloop, Resolution, Commanded by Capt. James Cook, during
the Years 1772, 3, 4, and 5), based in no small part on the father’s journal. Finally, J. R.
Forster himself published in 1778 his Observations Made during a Voyage round the World,
which is not cast in narrative format at all, but offers instead a digest of Forster’'s ethnographic
and natural-historical observations. In this respect, the latter work resembles Lafitau’s and




even Acosta’s writings.

Finally, my desire to make the primary sources stand at the center of the seminar
means that our treatment of the secondary literature will be quite scattered, to say the very
least. | can only claim here to be giving you the most basic literature on this subject, consisting
of those writers whom everyone quotes on this subject (Greenblatt, Pagden, and so on), plus a
few other samples. | am attempting to remedy this somewhat by distributing an extensive
bibliography of primary and secondary literature. The bibliography should be thought of very
much as a work in progress. | would greatly appreciate your own contributions to it, and will
produce a revised version later in the semester. By working together, | hope we can all benefit.

Il. Requirements

The requirements for the seminar are simple: attendance at weekly meetings and the
writing of a 15-20 page paper. The paper can be either the analysis of one or more primary
texts relating to the themes of this seminar (the preferred option), or an in-depth discussion and
critique of some aspect of the secondary literature. Please see me as early as feasible in the
semester about how to develop a suitable topic for a paper of this size.

[1l. Schedule of Meetings & Readings
(Note: Full titles and citations of readings are in the bibliography)

WEEK 1 (September 4)

WEEK 2 (September 11): First Contacts with the New World
Readings: Pagden, European Encounters, pp. 1-87.
Lery, History of a Voyage to the Land of Brazil, at least to p. 178.

WEEK 3 (September 18): Marvelous Possessions (or promises thereof)
Reading: Greenblatt, Marvelous Possessions, pp. 1-85.
Fuller, “Ralegh’s Fugitive Gold.”
Ralegh, Discoverie of the Large, Rich and Bewtiful Empyre of Guiana, all.

WEEK 4 (September 25)
NO MEETING THIS WEEK

WEEK 5 (October 2): Scholarly Assimilations
Readings: Grafton, New Worlds, Ancient Texts, pp. 1-157.
Acosta, Natural and Moral History of the Indies, preface and Bk. |, chaps. 1-11; Bk.
Ill, chaps. 1-4, 9-27; Bk. |V, chaps. 1-6, 19-26; Bk. V, chaps. 1-7, 14-17, 31;
Bk. VI, chaps. 1-23.

WEEK 6 (October 9) Early 18th-Century Accounts
Readings: Lafitau, Customs of the American Indians, vol. 1, chaps. 1-3, AND either vol.1, chap.
4 (on religion), OR vol. 1, chaps. 5 & 6 and vol. 2, chaps. 1 & 2 (on political and
social life)
Kolb, The Present State of the Cape of Good Hope. Vol. |, pp. 1-56, 90-184.




WEEK 7 (October 16): Changing perceptions of the “Other” in the 18th Century
Readings: Marshall and Williams, The Great Map of Mankind, chaps. 5 and 7-9.
Adas, Machines as the Measure of Men, chaps. 1-2.
Pratt, Imperial Eyes, part 1.
Pagden, European Encounters, chaps. 3 & 4.

WEEK 8 (October 23) The Exploration of the Pacific
Readings: Smith, European Vision and the South Pacific, chaps. 1-5.
Williams, The Great South Sea, chaps. 7-10.

WEEK 9 (October 30) The Voyage of the Resolution
Readings: Forster, The Resolution Journal of Johann Reinhold Forster. Vol. Il, pp. 211-311;
Vol. lll, pp. 375—-439.

WEEK 10 (November 6) Exploration and Empire in the Late 18th Century
Readings: Mackay, In the Wake of Cook, chaps. 1-4.
Miller, “Joseph Banks, Empire, and ‘Centers of Calculation’.”
Mackay, “Agents of Empire.”
Frost, “The Antipodean Exchange.”
Lawrence, “Disciplining Disease.”

WEEK 11 (November 13) Travel and the Romantic Sensibility
Readings: Humboldt, Personal Narrative of Travels to the Equinoctial Regions of the New
Continent. Vol. |, pp. 1-69; Vol. I, pp. 420-69.
Smith, European Vision and the South Pacific, scan chaps. 6—-10, read 11-12.

WEEK 12 (November 20) Charles Darwin as Humboldtian Traveler
Readings: Browne, Charles Darwin: Voyaging, chaps. 5 & 6.
Darwin, Voyage of the Beagle, chapters [X=XIII.

WEEK 13 (November 27)
NO MEETING - THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

WEEK 14 (December 4)
Discussion of papers.




IV. Bibliography

[Note: There is a series of volumes published by Variorum, titted An Expanding World: The
European Impact on World History, 1450—-1800. These volumes bring together articles
previously published on a variety of topics relating to exploration, trade and commerce,
technology and science (as they relate to European expansion), slavery, and so forth. Although
the articles have not been included in this bibliography, they certainly merit examination, if you
are interested in these themes.]

[Second note: The single best place to go for primary travel literature is the enormous set of
navigators’ logs and travelers’ accounts reprinted and translated into English by the Hakluyt
Society of London. Many of the more recent volumes and some of the older ones contain
excellent scholarly introductions and commentaries. There are two series of these reprints,
housed in Memorial Library and the State Historical Society with the call number G161 H2]

[Third note: There is also a collection of primary and secondary sources pertaining to
circumnavigation collected in Memorial under the call number G420. This heading contains a
good number of primary accounts not specifically listed here, such as J. R. Forster’s translation
into English of Bougainville’s Voyage]
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