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COUESE DESCRIPTION

(Although this course has a 600 level number, it will be taught as a junior-senior
course, equivalent in all respects to courses that bear 300 or 400 level numbers.)
The course examines the ways in which Americans have understood, adapted to and
modified the natural environment from the era of Native American dominance to the
present. The effects which environmental forces are believed to have had upon the
human occupants of North America are also examined. Segments of the course will be
devoted to the following general topics: Native American approaches; colonial thought
and developments; scientific aspects of exploration; frontier processes; the policies
of a "mew land" nation; basic 19th century thinkers -- Malthus, Darwin, Thoreau,
Marsh, Powell; impact of industrialization; the closed space thinkers; the first
conservation movement; the crisis of the 1930s; Leopold as a transitional figure;

the new environmentalism -- Carson, Commoner, et al.; contemporary environmental
controversies.
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Lectures will be given 9:30-10:45, TR. The last 25 minutes of each period will
normally be devoted to a class discussion of the assigned reading. Some of the
presentations will involve the use of slides and appropriate movies.

WRITTEN ASSIGMMENTS and TXAMINATIONS

There will be the usual six week and twelve week tests but the twelve week test will
be optional. The normal format involves a choice of essay questions. The final exam
will combine one short answer question with a choice of essay questions. Students
reglstered for the fourth credit will do a paper that is either keyed to Craighead,
™ T o - , Or upon another topic that is mutually satisfactory to

SLudellt dnda 1lnstructor.

GRADING SYSTEM

Flexible according to tests and assignments. Unsatisfactory six and twelve test
scores may be replaced by book reports.

REQUIREL READINGS

From sheet below.



Readings will be taken from the following:

Cronon, William, CHANGES IN THE LAND, INDIANS, COLONISTS, AND THE ECOLOGY OF
NEW ENGLAND

Muir, John, THE STORY OF MY BOYHOOD AND YOUTH

Stewart, George S., ORDEAL BY HUNGER

Powell, John Wesley, EXPLORATION OF THE COLORADO RIVER (excerpt)

Nash, Roderick, THE AMERICAN ENVIRONMENT: READINGS IN THE HISTORY OF
CONSERVATION

Worster, Donald, DUST BOWL: THE SOUTHERN PLAINS IN THE 1930s

Flader, Susan, THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN: ALDO LEOPOLD & THE EVOLUTION OF
AN ECOLOGICAL ATTITUDE

Commoner, Barry, THE POVERTY OF POWER: ENERGY AND THE ECONOMIC CRISIS
Dunlap, Thomas R., DDT: SCIENTISTS, CRITIQUES AND PUBLIC POLICY

h CREDIT ONLY
aighead, James, Jr., THE TRACK OF THE GRIZZLY

ticles by Clay Schoenfeld, Samuel P. Hays, William Tucker, Frederick J. Turner.





















