
COURSE NO. COURSE TITLE 

THE UNIVERSITY OF HISCONSIN 
Department of History 

Semester II Year 1984-85 

644 }U®KIND IN THE AMERICAN ENVIRONMENT 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

INSTRUCTOR 

BOGUE 

(Although this course has a 600 level number, it will be taught as a junior-senior 
course, equivalent in all respects to courses that bear 300 or 400 level numbers.) 
The course examines the ways in which Americans have understood, adapted to and 
modified the natural environment from the era of Native American dominance to the 
present. The effects which environmental forces are believed to have had upon the 
human occupants of North America are also examined. Segments of the course will be 
devoted to the following general topics: Native American approaches; colonial thought 
and developments; scientific aspects of exploration; frontier processes; the policies 
of a "ne'\v land" nation; basic 19th century thinkers -- Malthus, Darwin, Thoreau, 
Marsh, Powell; impact of industrialization; the closed space thinkers; the first 
conservation movement; the crisis of the 1930s; Leopold as a transitional figure; 
the new environmentalism-- Carson, Commoner, et al.; contemporary environmental 
controversies. 

LECTURES 

Lectures will be given 9:30-10:45, TR. The last 25 minutes of each period will 
normally be devoted to a class discussion of the assigned reading. Some of the 
presentations will involve the use of slides and appropriate movies. 

HRITTEN ASSIGNNENTS and EX.AHINATIONS 
There will be the usual six week and twelve week tests but the twelve week test will 
be optional. The riormal format involves a choice of essay questions. The final exam 
will combine one short answer question with a choice of essay questions. Students 
registered for the fourth credit will do a paper that is either keyed to Craighead, 
The Track of the Grizzly, or upon another topic that is mutually satisfactory to 
student and instructor. 

GRADING SYSTEN 

Flexible according to tests and assignments. Unsatisfactory six and twelve test 
scores may be replaced by book reports. 

P~QUIRED READINGS 

From sheet below. 



Readings will be taken from the following: 

Cronan, William, CHANGES IN THE LAND, INDIANS, COLONISTS, AND THE ECOLOGY OF 
NEW ENGLAND 

Muir, John, THE STORY OF MY BOYHOOD AND YOUTH 

Stewart, GeorgeS., ORDEAL BY HUNGER 

Powell, John Wesley, EXPLORATION OF THE COLORADO RIVER (excerpt) 

Nash, Roderick, THE N1ERICAN ENVIRONMENT: READINGS IN THE HISTORY OF 
CONSERVATION 

Worster, Donald, DUST BOWL: THE SOUTHERN PLAINS IN THE 1930s 

Flader, Susan, THINKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN: ALDO LEOPOLD & THE EVOLUTION OF 
~~ ECOLOGICAL ATTITUDE 

Commoner, Barry, THE POVERTY OF POWER: ENERGY fu~D THE ECONOMIC CRISIS 

Dunlap, Thomas R., DDT: SCIENTISTS, CRITIQUES AND PUBLIC POLICY 

r--~th CREDIT ONLY 

" Craighead, James, Jr., THE TRACK OF THE GRIZZLY 

' Articles by Clay Schoenfeld, Samuel P. Hays, William Tucker, Frederick J. Turner. 
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D<!partment of H:~.:1to~:r 
Seme~tel' u Ha~~a.s 

!iS/Ilisf;;)ty 6~·~: HAmU:.ND Dl TH! AMERlc:MJ ENVLnNM!li(f, 3 !')t: 4 Credit a 

1h 30-lC. 45 TJ:i 9 lt~51 HUMAtiX'!!E~ 

!l!lil~Z'U~~ ·"l'~ kUlnrn.. G., B:0~u~ 

C~.: 1.,. iHlUU!li) CF.J.l~G£!1. L'\" l'RE UND 9 It~~X t"'':Y§. t.'OL0NISTS Atr.l) THE ECOLOGY CF 
'tm:-t ei\I?f..l~~J (p&pflr} 

'OJJa.'L;tip~ Thoi!'Ws R. j) t.:l):t~. SCUl'tlYST!.'i; 9 CRXTI{!UES, AMD Pi1.Bt.IC POLICY {paper) 

E"Jtlich~ t"llul ko and ,\'.lne iL ~ ~ POPUJ..A'l'Y(~ JOl.m (papelt) 

J>ll&~*llt·, Susan:; THI\i!'KllZ!; IJ.:J:U: A MOU!ITAIN~ SU.OO LEOPOLD Al'ID THE lWOLUT:WN CF AN 
ECOLOG1W~ ATTITUDE TOWARD DF.ER~ tlfiLVES MD FORESTS (paper) 

Huir 0 John 0 Tlill STORY Ol! MY llO'tHOOO Al.'iD YOUTB (paper) 

Nwahz. ~~rick~ THE Al·tER!C"\N el'l'VT~.DNMENt~ RE~DING5 IN T~ HISTORY OF CO~SERVA'riO:ii (pape::r) 

St~VI1l'% ,, ;;~~.wgs S., QgJ)l!..AJ. BY HtlNGZ.R (p.e.l}~r} 

~~~;:'~~'!!',. D.oo..dd, DUST OOWL: 1"1-m SOUTHERN rtAIN~ IN rnm 19)0•11 ('ptip{!r) 

cr~i~~ad~ Ja~G Jr., TP~CK OF 'r3E GRYZlLi (4th credit ¢~ly) (paper) 

Th6 f1111llov:lng errtid.es f:rr ~:>ttrmct& are evJ£1:Lable at the d.r~ulat1.on desk off thQ! 
~iaeoo~in St&te Historic&! Society: 

Com, .JscqWlline K. "'D,,;:-k ll'IJ til ]}-Jngeon~ Envi~onment ax:;;d. Coal 11ine!·a' Rca~lth 
attd :lrdety in. Nin~te.~~ath Centut-y Ali:l6lrir.a't 

Haya, Smu-~1 F. 'lFt·O!Ji C'l~IT.c'NHV:lii:::Lon to E~tvi '!.'t'l:ment: ~nvirtJ!:I.Ben.t~tl Po.l:ltica 1~ th<! 
U1AiVs St";.tes Since! W<;!:ld t.i.r.;:;-- H" 

Hunt 9 Jamet~ Wi1.la>:d 9 "The R.elelUU~ or Ene .. ·gy." fV.'iJill I.<'l:W mnd the ~ondition5 of 
~do~,J!!p._::t~_!'~~~ Cer~u~~ Unit-a-d SC:J.te-6:----

*ltD, J5Ja~~ c. ltsp~-c~ J.llild H:ht:ory~" iu J.ame~~ C. X~Ltn» Histc,ry an_Ufo1.£n: 
~!:_¢a Gz~2~>G (Robert P, s~,fterenga 2d.) 

Sc~iberw tt&r.rey N. "Pz-o;certy l.<l't'lp hpzopK:1a•·.:·.Ol1, and Resourc~ Alloc~tion by 
c~.,_.-emment: !'h~ llnHed S<.~tes • .!.789-1910 

Schoenfeld, Claylt "Uoo Leupiild F.£~t~1>t'l».iH1/~ Audubo~ .• May J973 ;JER {March~ 1973) 

'f~~kGr~ W1ili.m9 "En~ir~r.;::atlism g-~ci the t.z:i;:;;urc ·~~.as~," hari?::.r:!.P D~cemb?.r 1977 

'.1">•\:ntt?la:':; F·~cle:tick. Jmclt'=lcm, "The Si~=' f:1caucf;! of the Frcnt~~r in Alll~ric<'.n R'l.st;ucy" 
0 
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Karch 4 Thinkers, Thoreau, Detvln, M.tircll, Powell 
Nub, Amerlc:a Envix-Oll.IIK'ant, pp. 3-33 

Ksrch 11 Industrialization and Growth 
Co:n, ·~rlt as a Dungeon'' 

March 25 Tbe C~isis of Closed Spcce 
Kalin., s2ace and ~U.IStory 

April l The First Conservation Movement 
Nash~ American Envircr.urent. 37-93 

~f'·~~!"""l· 

April 8 Saving Dunes, Prairies, and Redwood~ 
:Vl.&c.ier., Thinking Lik2 a Moun tsin . 

April 15 The Crhia of tha 19 30s 
Worster, DUst Bowl 
Film: "The Plow That Broke the Plains" 

April 22 Old Approaches and New Ide&s 
Nash, American Environment~ 97-190 

April 29 The New Environmental ism 
Ehrlick, The Population Bomb 

May 

Nash, American EnvironmenJ; 191-283 
!'tlm: ''Where Did the Colorado River Go'?'' (April 30) 

6 Environmental Controvergle$ 
Dunlap, DM' 
Nub, Amerie&l Environment, 283 + 

Su2plemencary Reading List: 

Adas, A.B. 1 NATURE WRITERS IN THE UNITED STATES 

Pagu 3 

Anderson, D. , SUNSHINE AND SMOKE: A.t.tERICAN vlR.ITERS AND THE A."''ERICAN ENVIRONMENT 
Anderson, Frederick R., NEPA IN THE COURTS 
Audubon, Maria, AUDUBON AND HIs JOU'QNA.tS, 2 vor.s. 
Bates, James L., THE ORIGINS OP TEAPOT DOME 
Berry, Mary C., THE ALASKA PIPELINE: TRE POLITICS OF OIL AND NATIVE LAND CLAIMS 
Billington, Ray A. TK! GENESIS OF THE FRONTIER THESIS 
Bonnifidd, Paul, THE DUST BOWL: MEN, Diltr, AND DEPRESSION 
Joyla, Robert H. • THE RUDSON RIVER: A NATU'R.AL AND UNNATURAL HISTORY 
B~ks, Paul, HOUSE OP LIFE (Rachel C&rsoo) 
Burroqhs, lla)"'IIOI\d D., THE NATURAL BtSTOitY 01' TR"! LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION 
Callahc, North, TVA: BRIOOE OVER TROUBLED t;.ATERS 
Carsoa, Rachel, SILENT SPRING '\ 
Carstensen. Vernonp FARMS OR FORESTS: IVOTJJ-riON OF A STAr£ LAND POLICY FOR • 

NO~RN WISCOMSJN 
Carstensen, Veron C. THE ~LIC t.AHDS 
Caudill, llarey N. , NIGHT COME~ 1'0 TKE Ct.lM5!Rl.ANDS 
Clou~Jt, Wilson, iRE NECESSARY !ARTH: MATURE Ali"!> SOl.I,TUDK IN AMERICAN LITERATURE 
Cohen, Michael P. THE PATHLIS!l WAY: JOHN MUIR AND A:'I!RIC'...AN WILDERNESS. 
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·C'.o~e1'~ 2\..~n"'r~ "fit! ro\'!RT! OP POWER 
Ccftf!OM'!' p 1~rzy I nrg CLOSING Cit!CLE: NATlJltE, MAN A..":D TE:C'·NO':.CX'Y 
~l~r, 1ti ::.h~;;ci~ !t.t \SOC..f.\ ~ A CHALLENGE IN CONSERVATION 
Cowdre1f, i1l,b~lt E~ ~ rtHS ~A"'D,. THIS SOt.iTll: A.~ ENVIRONMENTAL H: s·;::•R! 
Craru~ G.tL~u, '!'HE l lLIT!CS OF PA.RK DESIGN: A HISTORY 0?' URBAR ; ,,KS :..1' i':..~RI .. 'IJ. 

. .:rev<!~~u~ 0 J!!~ lL St. J., LETTERS FROM AN A.."!ERICA.~ ?ARHP~. 
CrcVJCtn, l!,lHa.ra~ C'i.I\NGtS IN Tim LAND: UlDIAl~S. OOLOHISTS;o AND TEL SCOl/Y~~! 

Ql HEW !&GLAND 
O.n:t 1.. tit- al~. n-m MAKING OF J.N AMBUCAN COMMUNITY~ t\. CASh S'r.JD"i.' OF 

iml't:of..~ACY IN A FRONTIER COUN"tY 
Delorill, 'lin·aQ CU~1ER DIED FOR. YOUR SINS 
Duntt~~. ~))aJ::t. G_. , WOR,CfNC NEW RIGHTS IN WESTERN WATERS 
Dykstr.;•~ ·F.o~~ rt I . m:£ CATTLZ TOWNS 
Eki~ch , J~rthur l:l. ~ ~.:\.N AND NATURE IN AMERICA 
Engel~ J. 'IW'llald, S~•CR.ED SANDS: 11m STRUCG1 ... E FOR. COMMUNITY lN' THI'~ WOfA."l'A Dl',lES 
Fain~ A.tbett p Rl.DE'1tiCK LAW OL."''STEAD AND THE A.MERICA..N ENVIROt.~·m~.fTAt. TR.\Dl'l' v}N 
Yeq,t.,oou, D3na:el an;, Nmacy, SACRED COWS AT 'tHE FUBLIC TROUGH 
'fiU, t1llbert E., '(d:! FA.R.'lf:ER-' S FRONTIER, 1865-1900 
Fltt der • $usnn, T :liNKING LIKE A MOUNTAIN: ALOO LEOPOLD AND THE T::VOLD'YlON ,p 

.HI EC1LOGICAL ATTITUDE TOWARD DEERg WOLVES ,ft.ND }!')JBESTS 
:t!l..ide~\)· ~usan, i':iE CUAT LAICES FOREST: AN EN"JIRO!II"'MENTAL Ar.'iD SO€!IAJ. HlST .. •RY 
?u~s~ Philip 0. POL tTICS AND GRASS: THE AD~ITNISTRATION OF~iAZniG 
f-:.;z 11 StephtG, J.'ilUI ~:JlR AND HIS LIV'.ao&,CY~ TilE A.."!ERICAN CONSE!lVAT!t:M -~\?E.EEJ.\fT 
q:'!'iefJ ~ Robert, fl'iPIID.; IN P!N! ~ TU STORY OP' Lmfl)ERING 1N lliSCONSiit 9 i.8J,}~, i%('1 
Gates, PllUl '4. 'iiSTOR.', OY PUBl.IC lAND LAW DEVELOPMENT (cat~g'.l!ld i". B~ ~t".·.~ 
Glast~; Mazy, !1 " W'A'1'1H FOR NEVt.DA: THE !'..Ect.A..'iATION cos--tWVEP.SY 1585- Hlv/ 
Goetn.u i 'r-1. F. EX?LORA1'!0N A..liD EMPIRE ,. 
Gi'een ~ {;<}n&l-i. E. , LAND 0? mE UNDERGROmSD RAIN: IF .... 't!J'1KfiON ON ~~a-~ TEXAS tl!O:i 

:n.AINS, 1910-1910~ 
Gre~u e Ph1l1t J. • r'OUR GENERATIONS: POPULATION • LAND ~~~<m 'FA~riL Y COUNU\L 

ANDOVER, MASSAOlUS!TTS 
Grahlml 9 '?t'tml SINCE SILENT SPRING 
Grinnell ~ Jct~ >h~ JOSEPH GRINNELL'S PHILOSOPK't Ol' NAT'TRE ~ SE'',EC'iED iTRI"riNC:i 

OF A WES'rERN BATURALXS'l' 
Bagan,. WlU' ~m, 11m AMER.IOOI INDIAN 
Bsrg~avem Mat·y 1, DRY FUMING IN TH! NOlttHER..~ GREAT PLAINS • 1900~ 1 n:i 
f:lays~ Sg::m·! 1 P. (l>NSERVA'l'ION AND THE GOSPEL OF !E'FICI~NCY 
Held 9 R. ·.'Amell~ and Madon Clawson, SOIL CONSERVATION IN P!RSPECT Z:VE 
Helges,n. A!'1a."l , FAR.~ IN THE CUTOVER 
'Hollon, " ~. THE Gf:EAT AMElUC'.It.N DESERT~ THEN AND NOw 
HUf'.he~~ .'.t·llathon, 'rNOOSTitlALlZATION AND ECONOMIC HISTORY: 'fRESEr; M.J Cl.>f.:.JEc:·uR~S 
Hundley~ r:unb • WATER AND THE WEST: rd! COLORADO RIVER COMPACT PJifO 7Hr 

POLITICS OF WATER IN TRI A."fER!CAN WES'i' 
t:1ur."t J',1Ke2l W,, UW AND ECONOMIC GIOVI.1J: 1"'82; LEGAL RISTOk\ JF' ~ LJi~E:R 

INDUSTn' IN WISC~SIN • 1836-1913 
Burr: • J.-.ct's ~· ~\ UJI AND 'l"D CONDITIONS 011' FRE!OOM lN li1E r!l~'"BT ~tl- -r-~ C~~i'C'F Y 

'· . UNITED STATU 
Huh!> Uausf NAma& AND Till AKIUUCAM 
L·t," Jolu1, ~00 Alm S'fUiit.l 
11~ 3olell om£ Mti~J. fA~ POLtCY: A CRtt!CAL R!S'ro(('f 
,.lf';jgr~, Th~, ~ Qll! t1U S'IA'l'.'E 0? VIRGINIA 
~ob~tuonil BU~aarei ~. GIDD. UooN tliE lAND 
Jot,n.staa~~~ 'Kalr.il nmY RLL!D 'niB UD~OO 
Jor~~m, S.M. ~ G S't'BANQ! NEW WOMJh AMRICAN CUL'rtHU; UJ Tim ro~Mltt t'Vt. "ft. • .R.S· 
Jones. BclWlly ~. 0 Joml MUIR AND Till.! SI!UA Ct.UBi THE iAT.t"Y. l"CHt 'i'CJS:.J<. T; 
ltaziefl \.Uch..M'd md L t. Groaumm • Pr,U AT. ii\.f)IK: Jell l'>tAi.~J:.U ;. LAI<OR ,.:jt~J THE 

~~!T 
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'"t$ • •• } " ""~ i ' ~ (roiETll~~· ::lUf'ERIOR: A LAND SET APi,Ji'T • 
f!~! \""- 'T !- '!) . l',)l'; I 1 t 1: 

.~,w:J , ,;;-.• i.:tt i.tt ,,~ ,• •• y·.:.:~.~ ...... Ht ,rtnry- ,,A··.o ;:·m: AMJ£RIUJoi MIND 
!:.' • . ,~,... ,, n<!, f"' X' .:i''A~ i!'J-IlT'H. ~J('lP~; TRE £1\)HY OF TF.F. TP'.BA:~ FROUTIER 
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Se!it~ , B.a~ert F. ~ .JOHN ffi.TI J. 
Sait h, PllJfl , AS A CIT! UPON A HILL: THE TCWN IN AMERICA • B.ISTOr ·1 

Speoca , Cl~ll."k C. • MINING ENC!N!!RS A~ID TD AME!UCAN ~S t: 'tHl~ . N;, ... 

l10CJ'l' nur~ 
Spcmoa 10 Tlm RAINMA.URS ~ AMERICAN "PLUVICULT'UU" TO WOR D i.IA.R .n 
Steen, 11aT.Ol d K., HI STORY Of SUSTAINED YI!LD FORESTRY : A s·:lMPCS!:tM 
Stroua, Douslu H., TH~ CONS!!RVATI"NISTS 
Svai.D, Donald C. FEDERAL CONSERVATION POL!Cl!S, 19 21-19 3J 
Swain . ~ald C. ~D.DERNESS DEnNDER : OOR.\CE M. ALBRIGHT A..-.n C!~SIR\-A'tH d 
Svaet, Fnderi ck., THE HUDSON R!'J"ER SCOOOL AND TU EAP.J..Y :J{ERY.Cf.N 

LANDSCAPE TRADITION 
Tobeni Jamea A. . p ~0 Ot..'NS THE WILDLIFE~ TD POLi t iCAL ~tOUCMV 0~ CONfi~RVA'U.Ci'l! 

:-n • .. ~ M • · • · IN NTh"ETEENTH CF.NTvtlY AM&B.IC\ 

Toole " 1.. R.osc , THE ~PZ 011 THE GREAT PLAY.iiS 
Trofethen 0 Jaac~ B. 1 A..~ AMERICAN CRUSADE FOR WILfJLi n! 
~clg'f', VUU.sm, PROGR&SS AND PRIVILEGE~ AMERICA r~ 'mE ~GE 0? l.riVU.t:r~N'l'AI. ISM 
Uulla Stuart e QUI!'l'. ClUSIS 
Voao 9 PhUUp D., POLITICS AND GRASS: TBB ADMnJI STRA.TlOO OJ! GRA7.iliG m~ 'tRB 
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