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COURSE NO. COURSE TITLE INSTRUCTOR 

1Tist. 622 History of American Thought, 1850 ·to the Present P Bo' 7 f''L" • .J .... 

COURSE DESCRIPTION A tvide-x,.allgii.1g survey of American ·thm.1ght from the 
Civil '.Jar to the l'...~e of H.ea~an. He \vill c::::plore hm1 L\mc:d.can!'; ~lG d:i. ·;r:~···::;e 
n.::; 1\ntlt:'Ctv Carnegie, James- Jad~son Putn.::un, and ~:~obel't 1-tLllL':n;t c<lr::tc to 
te:cms tJith such Em:·opean intellectual impoi:'ts as Dart·lininm, lJ.s.:c::icr,i, 
Freudianism, and Einsteinian Physics. He tJiJ.l loo~c at the ideas of 
Charlotte Pe1·lcins Gilman, Jane Addams, and their feminist successors. 
\Jc Hill e::amine Black thought and culture from Boo)::.e~::' T. Uashington and 
H. E. B. DuBois to tbc Harlem Renaissance and ~Ucha-;::'d ;-Jr:Lgbt - tlhilc a is o 
probing the 11scientific" and genteel racist thought of the notorious 
}bdison Grant and his ilk. 

He tv ill examine P. ... "agmatism .3s that term tvar: e !abo1·a·ted by :m.ch 
thin1:e:~·s an Cha:cles Peirce, \lilliam James, and John Dew~y. U \li".l.l 1oo1_~ 
at such Prog~:essive-era social thinkers as Halter Lippmann and He·::be:-~t 
Croly ~1ho ~·lelcomed the First \Jorld Vla1.· as a, gloriouG opportunit~1 fo~·: 
social engineering - and at the mordant critique of their optimism 
offered by the crippled and doomed genius n.andolph Bou:cne. ~Je. ~-lill 
su:;_:vey Ame;:ican writers of the 19 20s. and 1930s, as they moved from 
alienation to passionate engagement t~i·th !:merican societ:-l· Finally, 
\·~e ~vill look at ·the social thought of post-T•Jorld \la:c II li.merica., 
~ncludin!,; the radical challenge to the liberal consensus in the Si:~·ti.cn 
atKl the NmoJ Conservatism" which rocketed to public visibility in the 
LECTURES 1900 elcct·i.on. 

The course is organized primarily on a lecture format, with sever&l 
class periods set aside for discussion. 

toffiiTTEN ASSIGID1ENTS and mr.AHINATIONS 

There ~d.ll be a midterm exam and a final. In a~ditior:, each student 
Hill tJrite a paper of 6 or 7 pages critically d~scus::nng one of the 
assigned readings in the course. 

Gr-ADING SYSTEN 

Hi_(li:('l'm: ~5','{,; Paper and Discusoion participntion: ~5'7o; Firw.l: 50% 

REQUIRED READINGS 

,-~eadin[;s tJill include EdHard Bellamy, Looking Bac:~~t·wrd; \lilliara DeCtil 
Ilow~lJ.s, The , ).ise of Silas LaD ham; F:."ede-;."ick ·i.]. 'l'aylo::..·, The F-.~..~inci•Jles 
of §ci_entjJTc £-Iana_ll_emenJt:=_; s~nc:Cafr Lewis' ~_:j;_._tt; Thorntor1 :.T:tlcier' --­
ou~: 'l'mm; ;~ooert 1_)at.ll \lolff, The Povertv of Liberalistn; Theodo;:e 
l:63:::ru·:;--Pcrson Planet; and essays of Charlotte Perkins- Gilman John 
DNJey, ane A -ams, Garry Hills, a•1d Hilton Friedman. ' 


