
COURSE NO. 

607 

Semester I Year 1980-81 

COURSE -TITLE 

The American Impact Abroad. Topic: The U.S. 
and the Middle East since the 1790s. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

INSTRUCTOR 

John DeNovo 

This course explores the diplomatic, economic, cultural, and social con­
tacts of official and some private Americans ~.;ith the nations and peoples of 
t he Middle East since the late 18th century nn d- t he relationships among the 
powers having interest in that re gion. The fi rst ,.;cek is devoted to essential 
background on Hiddle Eastern geogranhy, h i story, and culture. The next 2 1/2 
Heeks f ollows American Contacts with the Middle Ea:3t f rom the 1790s to 1914 .. Part 
I I I , "From Wilson to '-lorld War II, 1914-1939," is allocated three weeks, a f ter 
which the midterm test is scheduled f or October 23. Th e second hal f of t he 
cours e covers the past lf0 yenr s. Amon~ the top i cs covered i.n lect11res /reacHn gs 
are the following: American commerce with the Ot t oman Empire ( i ncl u(Unr, tlw 
opi um trade), the Barbary Pirates, Protestant mi ssionari es and their enterprises, 
including education; American colleges; U.S. policies toward the nationalists 
strivings in the Middle East: secular activities carried on by private A~ericans 
and their organizations (archaeologis ts, technical assistance, as well as 
missionary work and education, etc.); U.S. participat i on in the Middle East 
settlements after World Har I; the introduction o f oil and Zionism as elements 
i n U.S. f oreiim policy between the wars and s u1)sequcntly; the asserti.on of 
official concern with the Middle East since Horld War II for political and 
strategic reasons; · the establishment of the state o f Israel and its repercussions 
since; Suez crisis of 1956 and subsequent wars; peace efforts of the 1970s etc. 

LECTURES 
A combination of lecturing and class discussion ~•ill be the teachinr. method. 

Two s.essions a week are scheduled; a third hour >vill have to be ar r anged for late 
in the week when the 'veek' s reading can be dis cussed. 
vffiiTTEN ASSIGN11ENTS and EXANINATIONS 

A short map assignment during the first week; a midterm test; a final examination; 
one written book review. Graduate students and undergraduate honors-·credit students 
will be asked to work out a small project (~aper or oral report) to be determined 
in consultation with the instructor. 

GRADING SYSTEI1 
25.% f or midterm; 50% for final exam; 25% for book review and class discussl.on 

participation. (Adjustments will be made for graduate students and un dergraduates 
nreparing snecial projects). 

REQUIRED READINGS 

1. Robert W. Stookey, AMERICA AND THE ARAE STATES: AN 1illEASY ENCOUNTER 
(New York: John Wiley & Sons., Inc.,' 1975). Paperbound. 

2. James A. Field, Jr., AMERICA AND THE :t-ffiDI TERRANEAN WORLD, 1776- 1882 
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton U. Press, c. 1969). "P anerbound e d . now ~lvailable. 

3. Peter Mansfield, THE OTTOHAN EMPIRE AND ITS STTCCESSORS (l'k'>.: Yo:rk: 
St. Martin's Press, c. 1973). Paperbound. 

4. John A. DeNovo, MffiRICAN I NTERESTS AND POLICIES INTRE HIDDLE EAST, 
1900-1939 (Minneapolis: u. of Minnesota Pre8s, 1963). Only in hardbar.k, but 
used copies may be available an,d several copies are on reserve in Helen Hh i te 
Library. 


