University of Wisconsin-Madison
Department of History
Semester 11, 2013-14
Laird Boswell
Iboswell@wisc.edu
Office hours: Tuesday 11-1, 5127 Humanities

History 600: The European Union in Historical Perspective

This seminar examines the origins and development of European Unity in the twentieth
century. We will focus in particular on the birth of the Common Market in the 1950s, and
then trace the expansion of Europe in the political, economic, and cultural realms. What
was the purpose of European unity and did it change over time? Did the European Union
end up reinforcing national states or, on the contrary, did it strengthen regionalism and
cultural pluralism? Was European unity a democratic process or was it a top down
enterprise?

Format: Reading and discussion. We will meet to discuss common readings for the first
half of the semester. Students are expected to come prepared to seminar. By 9 p.m. on
the day preceding seminar, students are required to post two discussion questions based
on the reading on the Learn@UW site.

Objectives. In this class you will learn to:

Conduct in-depth historical research

Select and interpret primary sources

Craft an original research topic

Write a lengthy research paper that demonstrates your ability to evaluate
sources critically and provide a convincing historical interpretation of the
materials you have used.

Requirements: Four one-page papers due early in the semester, a 1-2 page research
statement of purpose, a detailed bibliography, and a paper outline. The central
requirement of the course is a 20-25 page research paper on some aspect European Unity
since 1945. You should begin thinking about a possible research project as soon as
possible -- it will take time for you to refine your ideas. Pick a topic you're interested in
(if you're bored with it, you'll write a poor paper), and one on which there are sufficient
sources in the UW Libraries. You will also be required to discuss and critique each
others’ first drafts and to make a formal oral presentation to the seminar during the last
week of classes.

Attendance is required. Please warn me in advance if you will be unable to attend a
particular class session. Class participation will be a component of your final grade.



Library Workshop: All students are required to attend a History 600 research workshop
in Memorial Library (Room 231). The workshops are offered on Monday Feb 3,
Wednesday Feb 5, and Thursday Feb. 13 from 6 to 7:30 pm. Please register for one
workshop by using the following links:

Feb 3: https://www.ohrd.wisc.edu/OHRDCatalogPortal/Default.aspx?CK=44894

Feb 5:
https://www.ohrd.wisc.edu/OHRDCatalogPortal/Default.aspx?CK=44895

Feb 13:
https://www.ohrd.wisc.edu/OHRDCatalogPortal/Default.aspx?CK=44896

Grading: Class participation 25%, short papers 15%, final paper 60%.

Books and Reader: The books listed below are on 3-hour reserve at College Library and
available for purchase online or at a bookstore of your choice. In addition a course
reader is available for purchase at the Humanities Copy Center.

Tony Judt, A Grand Illusion: An Essay on Europe (New York: Hill and Wang,
1996) (NYU Press reprint, 2013).

Richard Marius and Melvin Page, A Short Guide to Writing about History (New
York: Pearson Longman, 2005). 9780205118601

Luuk van Middelaar, The Passage to Europe: How a Continent became a Union
(Yale University Press, 2013). 9780300205336 [This harback will not be stocked
by the bookstore because you can obtain cheaper copies online: look at
Abebooks.com or Amazon.com]

Week 1 (January 22) Introduction

Week 2 (January 29). Origins and the Present

Anthony Pagden, “Europe: Conceptualizing a Continent,” in Pagden (ed.), The
Idea of Europe: From Antiquity to the European Union (2002), 33-54

Altiero Spinelli and Ernesto Rossi, “The Ventotene Manifesto,” in Brent F.
Nelsen and Alexander Stubb, The European Union: Readings on the Theory and
Practice of European Integration (Boulder, 2003), 3-6.

Winston Churchill, “The Tragedy of Europe,” in Nelson and Stubb, European
Union, 7-11



John McCormick, Understanding the European Union: A Concise Introduction
(2011), 1-24, 69-93.

Luuk van Middelaar, The Passage to Europe: How a Continent became a Union,
Preface, 1-33.
Week 3 (February 5). The Founding Decades

Robert Schuman, “The Schuman Declaration,” in Nelson and Stubb, European
Union, 13-14

Preambles to the Treaties Establishing the European Communities (Treaties of
Paris and Rome), in Nelson and Stubb, European Union, 15-17.

Jean Monnet, “A Ferment of Change,” in Nelson and Stubb, European Union, 19-
26.

Desmond Dinan, Europe Recast: A History of the European Union (Boulder,
2004), 13-82.

Charles de Gaulle, “Europe,” in Ronald Tiersky, ed., Euro-skepticism: A Reader
(Lanham, Md., 2001), 7-34.

Luuk van Middelaar, The Passage to Europe: How a Continent became a Union,
127-210.

One page paper due in class: Compare and contrast Van Middelaar's and Dinan's
interpretations of the Union's early years.

Week 4 (February 12). Europe and the Nation State

Alan Milward, The European Rescue of the Nation State (Berkeley, 1992), 1-45,
318-44.

William Wallace, "Rescue or Retreat? The Nation State in Western Europe, 1945-
1993,” Political Studies 42 (1994): 57-76.

Stanley Hoffman, “Obstinate or Obsolete? France, European Integration, and the
Fate of the Nation State,” in Ronald Tiersky, ed., Euro-skepticism: A Reader
(Lanham, Md., 2001), 35-72

Margaret Thatcher, “A Family of Nations,” in Nelson and Stubb, European
Union, 49-54.



N. Piers Ludlow, “The Making of the CAP: Towards a Historical Analysis of the
EU’s First Major Policy,” Contemporary European History 14 (2005): 347-371.

One-page paper due in class: did Europe rescue the nation state or did it
dismantle it?

Week 5 (February 19). Critiques of the European Project
Tony Judt, A Grand Illusion: An Essay on Europe (New York, 1996)

Josef Joffe, “The Euro: The Engine that Couldn’t,” in Ronald Tiersky, ed., Euro-
skepticism: A Reader (Lanham, Md., 2001), 245-55.

Timothy Garton Ash, “The Crisis of Europe: How the Union Came Together and
Why It’s Falling Apart,” Foreign Affairs 91 (Sept-Oct 2012): 2-15.

One-page paper due in class: Why, according to Judt, is Europe a Grand
Ilusion? Is his argument compelling?

Research question due in class
Week 6 (February 26). Is Europe Real? What Binds it Together?

Luuk van Middelaar, The Passage to Europe: How a Continent became a Union
(Yale University Press, 2013), 36-96, 212-312.

One-page paper due in class: According to van Middelaar, how did the
Continent become a Union?

Week 7 (March 5). Library Session with Julianne Haahr (European History
Bibliographer). Meet in Room 231 Memorial Library at 11.

*** By Monday March 3 at noon: post on Learn@UW a three sentence description
of your research project along with a title ***

Don’t take a vacation this week! Work on your research project.

Week 8 (March 12), Eastern European Enlargement and the Turkish Candidacy

Magdalena Gora and Zdzistaw Mach, “Between Old Fears and New Challenges:
The Polish Debate on Europe,” in Justine Lacrois and Kalypso Nicolaidis eds.,

European Stories: Intellectual Debates on Europe in National Context (Oxford,
2010), 221-40.



Daniel Barbu, “The Geopolitics of the European Spirit in Post-Secular Romania,”
in Justine Lacrois and Kalypso Nicolaidis eds., European Stories: Intellectual
Debates on Europe in National Context (Oxford, 2010), 241-56.

John A. Scherpereel, “European Culture and the European Union’s ‘Turkey
Question’,” Western European Politics 33 (2010): 810-829.

Lauren M. McLaren, “Explaining Opposition to Turkish Membership in the EU,”
European Union Politics 8 (2007): 251-78.

Ruth Mandel, “Fifty years of Migration, Fifty Years of Waiting: Turkey,
Germany and the European Union,” German Politics and Society 107 (Summer
2013): 66-78.

David A. Andelman, “So Europe Ends at the Bosporus?,” World Policy Journal
(summer 2010): 91-98.

1-page summary of your research project due Friday March 14 at noon (post
on Learn@UW and put a hard copy in my box): What is the question you are
trying to answer? What is the problem you are trying to solve? How does your
proposed research fit into the existing literature?

Week 9. Spring Break

Week 10 (March 26). The Research Process

Discussion of sample research papers.

Richard Marius and Melvin Page, A Short Guide to Writing about History (New
York: Pearson Longman, 2005), 52-74, 144-61

Be prepared to give a short (5 minute) presentation on your research project.

2 page bibliography of primary and secondary sources due (post on
Learn@UW and hand in a hard copy)

Week 11 (April 2). No class. Work on your research projects

*** Paper outline due *** [ will be available from 11 to noon in my office for
individual meetings with students

Week 12 (April 9). No class. Work on your research project

I will be in my office from 11 to 1



Week 13 (April 16). No Class. Work on your research projects.
I will be in my office from 11 to 1

Week 14 (April 23).
***Rough draft due Wednesday April 23, 2 pm ***_ Rough drafts should be
as complete as possible (including footnotes, a bibliography, an introduction and a
conclusion). The more you present, the more you will profit from the comments
of your fellow students. Place a printed copy in my box and send me an
electronic version. You should also send an electronic version to the other
members of your peer review group.

Week 15 (April 29). In class oral presentations
Tuesday April 28 and Wednesday April 29: Discussion of rough drafts
in small groups of 3.

Week 16 (May 7). In class oral presentations

***Einal paper due Monday May 12 at noon***



