UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN -MADISON
Deportment of Hustory
Semester [, 2008 -2009

HISTORY 600: Ewvropean Endightenment: Cudtvare and Soclety Prof. Desawn
Tuwesday 1:20-3:20
Offiee howry Thars: 11-1 smoleson@wisc.edn

This researciv seminar fotuses on the Ewropean Enlightenment; the major
cdtural movement of the eighteentiv century.  We will start by setting wp the
sotlad anodl cvltural context of Huisy movement: new- sotlal spaces, from
coffeehouses to- salony, generated Hie Enlightenment as a collective project anod
Malogue.  In ovder to- gwe yow a sense of the range of Enlightenment thouglt
and genrres of expression, we wll thenw examine primary sovrce readingy o
booly -mind corunection.  Across these dinverse realimy, Enlightenment Hhinkers
engaged two- crucial guestions.  How could one wnderstond human
wteractions according to- a new- “science of society’’? Could one deelop
unferactions?  For example, thinkery grappled witiv Hie guestion of how-
politicy created huwman bondy and ordered sociability and power n botiv civil
probed the gendered nature of interpersonal rlations ay o foundation for
cvil soclety and guestioned the relationship between European and
non-European customs: I te realm of economics, theorists asked hhow
hwman relotiovsiips ond experiences wowld be altered, umproved, or
hindered by new- economic modes of unternational trade, industry, and tie
credation of ever more goods:  Finally, philosophes strove to- imagine how-
human physiology, inclunding differences between male and female bodies,

The major purpose of the seminar W to- offer students e opportunity fo- do-a
prumary —souirce researche paper ow some aspect of Endighvtenment thouglht:
Stwdenty can write on dinverse topicy (nclunding Bsunes not raised un ovwr
collective reading), but popers shouwld foens on Endightenment auntihors,
contexts, and themes.  Sowrcesy con unclunde novels, political manifestos or
political Hieory, travelogues, moval or medical treatises, works of political



economy or philosopivy, personal letters, sotirical Wterature, dirama, efe.
During the furst half of the course, we will do- some background reading and
sample o variety of primary sources.  The second half of He course wlll be
devoted to- researciing and writing yowr papers, and also- discnssing each
otiver's reseorciv projects.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: The central reguirement of Hiy conrse s a
researci poper (¢ 20-25 ppr) on a topic related to- e Enlightenment:
Chotce of topic and compilation of bibliographhy will begin early n the
semester, and e second hhalf of the semester wlll focus primarily on tive
reseavciv and. writung of the paper.  Short assignments earlier un He semester
wlll be orlented toward preparing yow for this funal paper. These short
assignments inclunde: a short 5-page paper analyzing prumary material; o
two—page proposal; a bibliograpiy; an outline; a gronp discussion of topies:
Roughv durafty of the final paper are due on Nov: 25 and will be shared &
Adlscnssed by groups.  Final paper 4 dune Dec: 9. Partleipation n seminar
Alscnssions g also- o crucial reguisrement of the covrse.

The books marked witihv an asterisk (*) howve been ovoered at tive University
Bookstore and placed on reserve at H.C. Wihite.  Other articles and docuwments
ore v a packet ovailoiple ot e Copy Center un tie basement of tire
Humanities Buidding un room 1650 or ow reserve v H.C. Wikite.

Week 1: (Sept: 2) INTRODUCTION

Week 2: (Sept: 9) DEFINING THE ENLIGHTENMENT

Readingsy: * Dovriunda Outrom, The Enlightfenment;s 14-62

Dulerot excerpt from The Encyclopedia & Dumarsais, "Defunition of o
Philosopie! n The Portable Enlightenment Reader, ed. saoc
Kramunick, (NY: Penguin, 1995), 17-23

Jouwn Lotke, from An Exgsay Concerning Human Undersianding un The
Enlightenment: A Sowpcepook and Reader, ed. Poul Hyland. et al.
(London: Routledge, 1993), 40-45

Mawrguis de Condoreet; from The Futuwe FProgress of the Human Mind un The
Portable Enlightenment Reader, ed. lsaac Kramnick, (NY: Penguin,
19495), 26-38

Week 3: (Sept: 16) POLITICS & THE FORMATION OF SOCIETY

Reading: Richard Asheraft, “Lockels political philosopiy,” in The Cambridge



Companion fo- Locke; ed. Vere Choppell (Cambridge, Eng.: Cambridge
University Press, 1994), 226-51

Jothun Lotke, from Two- Treatises of Government; un Classics of Western
Thoughts vol lll., eds Charles Hirschnfeld & Edgar Knoebel (NY, 1980),
124 -40

Montesquiew, The Spirctof the Laws; trong. and edi Anne M. Colder, Basia
Corolyn Mller and Harold Samumel Stone (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ:
Press, 1989), pp« 3—-31, 285-295

Week 4: (Sept: 23) GENDER, WRITING, & THE EXOTIC IN ENLIGHTENMENT
SOCIETY

Reading: * Frangoise de Groffigny, Leters from a Perwian Woman (entire
novel)

* Dorunda Outrom, The Enlightenmenst; 63-95

* Willlaw Storey, Writing Hustory: A Guide for Stndents, 83-102

*** SHORT PAPER DUE, Friday, Sept: 26 ot 5 pmv un my Box #5031 on Hre
5t floor of Humanities;  Docuwment analysis

Week 5:  (Sept 30) THEORIZING NEW ECONOMY OF INDUSTRY &
INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Reading: Selectiony from Adam Smitiv, The Theory of Moral Sentiments & The
Wealth of Nationg un Robert Hellbroner, ed. Teachings from the Worldly
Philosophers (NY: Nortow Press, 1996), 55-105
Abbt Guillavwme-Thomas Raynal, excerpt from Philosopirical and Political
Hutory of e Settlementy and Tradey of the Evvopeans un tire Eost and

West Indies (Londown, 1779), Book I: 1-3; and excerpt from Book Xl Ln
Peter Jumack, ed. A Hutory of e Two Indies (Hampsinive, Eng., 2006),
147-62

Week 6: (Oct: 7) THE FOCUS ON RESEARCH: Using the Library
* Storey, Writing Hitory: A Guide for Students, 1-58
We will meet in 362 Memorial Librory.

Week 7: (Oct: 14) THE SOCIAL & MORAL MEANING OF BODIES & SOULS
Readingy: Julien Offray de la Mettrie, Machine Man and Other Wrifings
troms: and e A Thomson (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,



1996), pp: 3-25

P. J. G. Caboanis, On the Relafions between the FPhysical and Moval Aspects of
Many troms. M. D. Saidi, ed. George Mora (Baltimore, Mo Joduns Hopking
University Press, 1981), v-vi, 7-13, 217-44

Ludmilla Jordanove, Sexual Visions: Images of Gender in Seience and
Medicine between the Eighteenttr and Twentieth Centuries (Madison,
WIL.: University of Wisconsin Press, 1989), 19-42

Week 8: (Oct 21) INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS
*** 2 PAGE PROPOSAL = description of toplc, key priumary sowirces, ano
central guestions, due ot your meeting withv me.

Week 9: (Oct 28) WRITING A RESEARCH PAPER

Sample Student Paper: “The Bitter and. the Sweet: Debating Coffee and
lmagiuning Empire un Greot Britoin, 1650-1700"

* Storey, Writing Htory: A Guide for Studenty, 59-82

We will hewve o visit from o Writing Lak lnstrnetor.

***  BIBLIOGRAPHY of primary and secondary sowrces dune Friday, Oct 31

Week 10: (Nov= 4) INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS
**% OUTLINE duwe ot your meeting witiv me.

Week 11: (Nov- 11) RESEARCH & WRITING WEEK

Week 12: (Nov: 18) INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS & CLASS: PRESENTATION OF

TOPICS & SOURCES
Two sample stuwdent untfroductions

Week 13: (Nov: 25) EXCHANGE OF DRAFTS
**% Rough dwafty dume TUESDAY, Nov: 25,
eek 14: (Dec. 2) DISCUSSION OF ROUGH DRAFTS

Week 15: (Dec. 9) FINAL PRESENTATIONS & CONCLUSIONS
Tharee sample stndent conclusions



**% Funal Paper due on TUESDAY, Dec. 9



