
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
Department of History 

Fall semester 1991 

(Humanities, 4122) 

Contemporary Central Asia including 
Iran and Afghanistan 

WEDNESDAY, 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

Number of books to read: 6-7. 

The books are not necessarily to be purchased, particularly 
if they are out of print. 

Number of papers due: 3 papers, including one summary of a 
book, 6-8 pages each 

Central Asia is a broadly defined region, including territories 
which are presently separated from each other. The history of these 
territories has largely depended on their mutual contacts, although 
they were often a confrontation. Such is the essence of the Uzbek­
Persian relationships, while the birth of the Afghan state in the 
middle of the XVIIIth century was at the expense of the other two. 
The involvement of Russia, whose military presence in the area 
constantly increased during the XIXth century, introduced 
North/South problematics in the course of local history. These 
problematics and their background, such as their social and 
political consequences in the Muslim Central Asian area, will be 
covered in class. 

Consequently, the seminar will propose an analysis of the period 
during which Central Asia passed from a status of independant 
political area based on its traditional social and economic order 
to that of a colony of a European and industrialized power. 

Interview hours MONDAY, 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY, 9:15-10:15 a.m. 

or by appointment, office number : 263-5424 


