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History 573 explores the causes and con.sequences of what is known in Japan and 
China as the Fifte~n-Year War--beginning witll the Manchuri~ Incident of 1931 
and proceeding through the undeclared s~no-Japanese war to the extension of 
World 'da1· Two to Asia and the Pacific. 1'he period is seen primarily from the< 
Jap~~ese perspective, but the approach is necessarily multi-national and 
RUlti-disciplinary. 

COURSE STRUCTURE & Jm:)rJ:IR.rnB!!§_. 

The caarse is designed to involve students in research and discussion. Once e 
general background and framework has been established, each etu~ent will prepare 
a research paper of roughly 25 pages on a particular aopoP.ct of the F<.>.r Ec.stern 
crisis. A list o! suggested topics will be provided. Use of primary materials in 
strongly encouraged, and a biblio~raphy will be distributed ~hi~h includes the 
many resources available ~n Englis~ in thia area: official publications, memoirs. 
trannlationo !rom the Japanese, propaganda, transcripts of hearings and trial~ on 
the war, and a vide range of ne~spnpere, journals, and yearbooks published at 
the time. 

There is no examination. Students will prepare a general 'chronology of significant 
developments~ QS a basis for discussion early on in the cour9e. A research topic 
(with proposed bibliography) must be submitted by the 4th week, and studenta will 
ftport on their research to the class during the latter part of the semester ~ 
These projects will be discussed individually ~ith the instructor at various stages. 

GRAD mG. --
The paper will account for 75 percent of the final grade, ·~:~ith class performanoa 
(discussion and report) comprising the remaining 25 percent. 

RreOMH.mDED READINGS. 

Ienag.a, Saburo. ~e Pa.cific \·:ar: World 'Ja.r II and the. Jnpu.nese 1 1,931-121•.2 
(Pantheon, 1978). 

Butov, Robert J. C. Tojo nnd the Coming of the Wa~ (Stanford paperback, 1961~ 


