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History 572, Spring Semester 1988: SportsWorld USSR 

~he c~ass wi:l examine the sports system in the USSR -- its 
organization, its operatlon, :~s po:itics, ~ts operating 
assumptions, its demonstrated values. 

Sports offers a unique window for the study of Soviet 
society. Soviets are freer in speaking about sports than 
aoout most other activities, and here one can see the 
contradictions of the system. 7he cifficuities in 
introducing basebal~, for example, i~:ustrate ~erestroika 

and glasnost' in action; the bureaucra~ic infighting within 
the sports federations offers some insights into po:itics 
genera:ly; anc certain:y there is the better publicized 
issue of the ro:e of sports in Soviet ~oreign policy, but 
t~ere is more to be said about the interna: sacrifices 
~ecessary to ~eep up t~is aspect of the Soviet image. 

:ne course should be of interest to students in history, 
internationa: relations and even Russian language. T~e 

~istory Department is funding a subscription to Sovetskii 
sport for one year to provide materia: for students who read 
Russian -- in turn the course snould enricn tne vocaou:aries 
of students of ~ussian :anguage. 


