
COURSE NO. COURSE TITLE 

TilE UNIVERSITY OF lJISCONSIN 
Department of History 

Semester It Year 198? 

INSTRUCTOR 

5?2 Marriage, FaJiil.7 ~ Propert,. in Me4ieval an4 Renaissance M. Maszaoui 
Europe 

COUP$E DESCPJPTION 
Ia receat ,.eara one of the .oat i.llportant themes of historical literature hu been 

fu1}7 co11p0sitioa aU. the institutional, cultural an4 paychological importance of the 
fuil,. uait for the for~~&tion of the personalit,.. It has been sa14 that "the extreua 
of fudlial organization, frOII the aillplest to the most ca~~plex, 11&1 once haTe exiate4 
vithia the eonfinea ef the European continent." (Laslett an• Vall, 19?2). This courH 
vill attempt to examiae this thesis through a 4etaile4 inTestigation of the tra.atic 
change• that occurre4 1a fud.l,. life ill aetieftl an4 ReD&issance Europe. The seainar 
will focus upoa the geographical, chronological an4 socio-ecoaollic Tariationa in faaily 
pattern• in European societ,. troa the Roaaa E.pire throush the sixteenth century. 
Atteatioa vill be giTen to the sourcea u4 approaches to fud}7 history (incluiiag the 
ftlue of literary an4 artistic erlience), the lepl. an• institutional fruevork, the 
aize an4 composition of the househol4, the econoaic implications of u.rriage, propert,. 
an4 kinship arruge11ents, an4 the social, peycholosical an4 e110tioaal ti11ensions ot 
experience vithia the •oaestic sroup (paternal authorit,., aging an4 the life-cycle, 
aexual beharlor an4. tabooa, attitu•es tovar4. vo11ea an• chiluen, sibling relationa, 
an4 the atatua of aernnts, illegitillate offspring aa4 orphau). The sellinar ia 
illtea4e4 to prorl•e an oTerviev of the current state of research on the . famil,. 1a the 
ear}7 centuriea of European history aa• a basia for comparison vith moiern f&Jii.l,. 
atructurea. 

LECTURES 

Ko foraal lectures. Proaewdn•r aeets once veekl,. for discussion of aasigne• materials. 
Stuients vill be expecte4 to giTe occasional oral reports on outs14e rea41ng. 

HRITTEN ASSIGJ.TI-IENTS and EY.Al1INATIONS 

NO ex•mt.-tiona. Stu•enta vill be uke4 to submit 'rHREB brief papers (c. 5 PP• each) 1a 
the course of the seaester. 

GRADING SYSTEN 

Gra•e• baae4 on class perforll&llce (oral reports an4. participation in tiacuaaion) plus 
short papers. 

REQUIRED READINGS ,. 
• Three paperback texts plus xerox aaterials. 

cover cost of xeroxing. 

• O.e ia a Forua Offprint 

• 

Stu•eata vill be charge4 a aaall fee to 


