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The M~xican Revolut:on . Bac~ground, 
Dev~lopruent, and :onsequLaces 

~~se Descr )_2.!).c_'} 
Recent events J1; Me:"J.r:o :t.a~,re pote:n.ially se-t to re~t the deb.-:3t f" c·.w:: 

whether or not t}), Mexic:1n Revolution is dea -i . As conte;npornry f-O l! t l­
e al oftir.:-i3l:::. ccnti.nue to disn~antle the stru . t':J.res put in place by t-he:­
:~.•evolutiona.ry precess, and go back on the pro mises o::oigi.r<a lly m(:,de IJ~· 
the !irst postrevolutionary gcvernm~nts. the Mexic~n Revolution--~ vio­
l ·ent u.pheav.;.l whi cb .la~ted ten years and ~~os<;. perhJps a :ni 11 i<;n l i vC<s--­
~ight seem Jncres~!ngly irrelevant. And yet the liter3ture on mode~D 
Mexico continues t0 be i,flueuced, ex~llcltly or i~plicitly, by the need 
to explain thJs e~ent. the first ~oc!al revolution o: _I.e twentietn c~n­
t·ury. 

I n t.hi5 course we w.i ll examine :;;c .. c of th.o:: cr.d..:r ~n~ theme~; :;tn.c' 
trends Jn ninet:; ·~nth and t'W·?.nt:leth cc ::tury Mc:~ ic ')_ r'"<;.: 'n~:.tsm !V"~la~ 

contlict, and t he c~ergenc~ of a mode~~ ~tate; ~;rar1a~ u~~est ~n~ the 
l~nd question; th·~ natt~re and conseque ..... ~;e ·; G! ~·3-pita : ~·- _ develr.)p;n~rt , 

~ex1co's u~iq~e politic~l system: and Mexic 2 t~ r~ 1 ~tio: ship with the 
Unjt:ed !3ta-::e:-.. 'r!lt\ R.~~ .. <tolution of .191-J~ arl·:~ . .,:l1e l,;t:~.:~~e"S ->~t ir: mo~.icn:1 i~: 

the pa~t five yc~rs. wi:l serve ss the ~wo ~:,cept~~! =~~ters 3rou~d 
which these them~~ .':lre developed. Ou;:· .; ltim.::· -:e pt.::rposc ·.-. ill ve to Ct);-;--­

b1ne reading, ~e c~ ~ rc~ . djs~ussion an~ ·ebatc i~ order ~o explore- -!~~~ 
u v~riety of viewpcin c~ - -the sig~ificancc of zccent t:a~sfo~~~tic~G ~r1 

tbe •;)'.terall pro<.e:::s ot ;uodern Mex.ic:::t.n h.i~~tor;· . 

l) Ther~ will be two in-cla~s debates ~bout issue~ ~Jlsed in the class 
read.ings. Each <..;.nde.rgradu<ite student wi 11 be e_·;o~;pc.:;t. ed to partic1patC" in 
the:'S!I!:' deb::Ltes ln t.he fo1Jow..:.719 ways: 

a) sn oral presentation in one ot the twc d~b~t~~ ; 
b) Pn~ wr1tter. f-5-e p.~~-e) sum.'Tlary ~nd ane-. Jysi~ ·:d the other Jn·-c~J..aD~; 
debatr-~. 

2) Graduate st~d~a1ts will write a 1~-15 page r~view of the !j~e~at~re a~ 
a specific topic in 19th or 20th cen:~ry M~x!~. ~ hi~~ory. 

31 All ~tudents are ~Epec~ed to ?arti~!pate a~t Jv~ly i .· d i~c~ssions. 
Plea~e note that 1~~ of the grade is for diccuc~1on se ~ti on . 

4) Grading system· Oral presentation, 25\: Deb3te paper, 25t; 
?5t; Discussion ~ection, 15,. 

.fiH-'.1, 



Sept. 3· Introductjon 

K_~_;_ 
Sept. 10-lndepende~ce 
Sept, 1·.2- i\ftex·aath. Monop~;:'li' ... Js. t~!SS 4;.!Z F3;~c 

Q,i3C\l~!!~o?T!~I} in ~e~--~ Ree~d ing; NC.-J${::<'tper c L ppir,s:~ <n: th>"' p~ e:.:·""'.r" t· 
~ l ·~'.HH 1 Of'.i, h&nded O'Ut .11.-:l '.:: 1e ::i ~ 

!t~~-
Sept. l!- the Liber&l R~vclutic~ ~nd it~ Cons~quc,:~= 
Sept, .1~-- '!'h~ i't"e.~.-:.h Inter·,e,'ltion o.nd t'1e Rf..!·,.:~-.):·c:l Xc·vut:dJc, 

Ji_P~_i 
:~~pt. 2 >\- 'lt1e fpr:f.l!.:L~-t.£! II) 
~ep~. 26- The ?orfiriato (II) 

~eadi~ng: .Jiil-m K~.!nne"t1 ~urner, §~.P~tous_Me:x~.£.2, pp. xi-lH·-

't~~e_l~ 5 
t"'ct. I·- !-;'lckgroc.n1 to rtev.:;h1t1on. Deve:lcpment-; ::1 rh.e ''err:-. 
Oct. 3- The Macterlsta Revolution 8nd U~r~st 1n the S0~th 

Oct .. 8- The t-opu.1:1r ~~v~:lut:ion to 1914 
Or:t. 10- DecUne cf th'-~ Popu}ar RevoJ.uti·.m, :·:;s- ---.;~. 

Readirtg· iohn Reed, ,;~~-.!'..S:.':nt ~'.:':~i.:.::;_2· ent:.:·e. 

~!£!:.~ i 
Oct. :t.e,- r·t;,, Cunstittttloi'Fi].jsts t:·:r,YJ.gh ~()~'I) 

0ct. 1 7·- RevoJ. ~1 1: i O~l 0. t the Fr:r .:phcry 

:!A.-2:23 
.!.r.::..~~.!!.·:::t i~t~: Pl~epare 1:".c' 0 1.;: L 2 4: th de·.::.,::! t !.'::. 

~.!~U 
Oct. 22- 3~nder and the Fevol~tlcn 
Oc:t. 2.4 ···IN -CL..?-..SS DEBATE: Jchn Keru1eth Tu;:·net· .~'n ·: r 1 .. 1. -~ tor :---. ~! ~.r.d~:· 1.' _ 

£!.<.?...3.C t _i ~m s .L.-.'lE.L.ll.:;}t __ -:::-.~.~ d ~ .!l,g, 

w~~ 5!, 
Oct. 29- "Socialism" in one Stctte? Yucatan, 1915-1925 
Oct. 31- Crt51s in the 1g20s 

Peading. Woma.k. pp.223-4l!. 
l._r:_ __ sect.b,.g_!}S: Diseuss ;~o!Zt!ck i:n its entirety. 



Nc-.r. :- ·rj~.~ C1·1 ~ ~:~~n Heth~·J l i:.::-
Re 31"11 ng; 8cg in F~en te::., Jhc _ D~~-th_...:::i .<\; t~I?_io C_r-~..; ~. 

WeeY-__ ~1. 
No·· . l2 ~ -:;.3 rcena$: M.Jb.: 1 .::.:::-: t 1 ~.:: .:-:!: ::.: ;~:; ~- ~ t -.: t .:, :::..: .! : ~ .: ', ·- ;, 
Nov. 14-- ~h-: :-_im.it~ of Mobil ,_ ,) tion 

Read!ng: Fi~i~h Fuent~s-

UNIT' IJ.!: fltexico After Cardt.'r.::::; 
We~ ... !.1. 

Nov. 19- The 1'Economic !'vlir~~::lf·" 
No·w•. 21- Th'~ Politica: Sy~:;te.:: . 

N2_Ne~ Read.!_ng: Pr_eeare tor_~~~!(~_i..Q. discus2";_9 1~ --;~s:!J.g_~_c-; 

Hov. 26 - IN-CLASS rEBATE: A~t~mio Cruz un trial 
Rc:·Jnlut .on. 

No new read~ng, no d1s~~ssicn sec~ion~. 
***•*THANKSGIVING BREAK~*••• 

Week l .! 
Dec. 3- .~gr.ibusiness and the Greer. Revol'-"t- ~c :·1. 

Dec. 5- M! gration. Emlg~ation 3nd ~he Borrtc~ Econc~y 

Read.ing. Cc•r::elius ar.cl Craig, Pq_l)._t.iS:G in ~e:.x ~cg . 

Week 15 
*$*•SECOND DEBATE PAPER DUE. MONDAY. D~~- S, Ar 5.00 P .!1 4 '"* 

Dec. 10- Mc x.:c:) Today (Lectu:·e ar:·~ Di'> . :.l'"'~io~1 ; 
Dec. 12- The t..J:.:;;;miny of the ~.:;voL:.t;c:n, P.:D·, .. ;.j P:._, _:ent 

Discussj_cn ::;.:c-t ion::;: ~·P.vieH for t i:;a.!. ex:~~. 

~-· ... , ( .. LIST OF ~~Ur_r~!!.2...!~-~ADING~ (ln the ~;n;,·::::-;---~:i-::._· .~...:·;~:· · 
reserve in H~le~ ~ White~. 

H' .... , _. • . ~ 

Co!"J~t!lius, W.:1yne ~. and Ann L. Craie::. _politic ~_Y.} _ _,~_::_x_~- ~=J. .. :J.:.!.l. ;!1trc;d_~c::­
tion. ar.d Overvie\1-] ~~::1 •. Di~go: C :nter for U.S.-Me~cir·:L1 

Studies, Reprint Se~ic-~ 1, 2r.(l. E ~1.} ~ 

•P.·J.entes, C3.r los. !h<'!' _12_ca th _Q_f__A;:_tem io Cruz (!TeN Yo!"k: .l<~arrar. !=_; •• ;:- m~:; ·. 
and Giroux, 1964) . 

.,Reed, John. ·u,~s:-g_e:1t Mexico (NeP York. Inte:-r:n:ion"l2 f'1.<<Jl:i:.:;hr:r:.:;, 
~:;c~~l4 

*Turner, John Ke nneth, B~1·barous -~ex :co ( J\UG t.i r · U:~ 1\ e :-s i ty cf ':' •' ::a.·, 
Press, 1969). 

*Womt1ck:, Tr, John, ?-apat~andtheMexican _~- -~~ ~-\~_tjc :-; (~ir-· ... ,'i···:-1-. T'i3r,:.c:·· 
'!l.:-:use, J96S). 

Plus ~ short document, and occas~onal clipping~. h~nded o u~ ~·· cl~~s. 


