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Special Topics 1500: ~l:'ictm Art Riston to c.l900 .., . 
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CBIIDAL: JM.dingo should be done w th<D week before cl~u1aes, except for tha 
firat week. There ia no aajor Batisfactory text in the field. Tvo 
~11 testa (Bascoa; Willett) are assigned. Texts for consultation abould 
be coneulted and read before the end of the eourae. The section "For 
illustration only" is a lliniwwa to. acquire soae visual experience. 
Studente ara mcourqed to browse through the journals and relevant · 
African Art books in the !Cobler Library. 

Midterm---soma identificatiou: 
Final---essay questions: 
Pap~r, loa or outlina& 

30% of the final grade. 
30% of the final grade. 
40% of the final srade. 

Each student ean choose to vrite a paper and then check with th& instructor 
about a topic. Individual work in the for.a of a log of readinat! h~.xcmd. 
~ assignments, can be accepted in lieu of a paper. So can a juatifi&~ 
(by VTitt~n explanati on!) outline of course in African Art Hiatory. 

IXPUNATION or OUTLINE: 

Africa hae known arts belonging to great traditions (e.go, Islam) that 
has interlocked with earlier Mediterranean and veatern ABian arte and 
influenced later arts from the oikoumene. But in two-thirda of th~ 
continent only regional traditions existed. They influenc~d neighborins 
traditiOGS but sweeping influeneee over large areas are not evident 

Moreover, while the history of the viiJual arts of the great trcditions u 
vall known, ar~ historiana of the regional t~aditions have eoncentrat&d 
their efforts on cluaifyiq atylu (alu, often e4lled .. tribal") anc 
underatanding eontexta (ethnography) rather than on dating objects or OD 
biatorical development. · 

Bence the course handles arts of the great traditions in a straightforward 
.aaner, then pauses to show what problema regional traditions pose, before 
takina the aurwy up again in the lae t part, where area rather than tiaa 
i.e the Min prineiple ~f organization and tiM beea.e involved ill .. v•ry 
leeture. 

UFIUICCBS AND TEXTS: 

Bibliographies :::~· ... , _.~-:-;.... 4(.y·~ ir' 
COULET WESTR.BN, D. A Biblioaraph;y: of the Arts of Africa. Waltham•' i97S. \:. ·. 
GASKIN, L.J .P. A Bibliography of Afr~.can Art. London, 1965. 

(Us• b.~tb jointly, 11ever C'.oulet Wee tern Alone.) 
. BASQUI!(~ KITe An Annotated Bibliography ... on BtMopian Arto Addis, 1968~ 
CUSW&!.L, k.A.c. A .Bibliography of the Architecture a Arts and Crafts 

of Islam. Cairo, 1961. 
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~. P. t and CURtiN, ?. Aft'ica and the Afriea11.1s. t~Q: Y~r'~··~ 

1911. ~d e~rly. 
CURXU, Pq Rl!RM.tN, S-a. THOMPSON, lu ~ en4 VANS!NI., J. afx:i<;; an 

~story. )~~ton, 1978. lead the fir~t three part• as-;;e&~d. 
!alude~ 

... . 

HOAG, JOHN Do lel.&mic Architecture. NC!W York. 1917. Chapters l, 4-9 • 
TALBOT RIC!. D,- lalamic ~.! (relev~t paru will be u-.i~~d). 

lthiopi.4U 

JAGER, O.A. An~iquities of No ~thiQpia: A Guide. Stuttga~tr 1965~ 
(tor referec~j doeu oot hue to be r~&d. Illustr&t:lo~t) 

PANDJUU1', s~ f.1;h1.opia,. A Cultural Histog. Lotldon, 1St~5 ~·tte..ck.r,ro• ... ,~n • 
J},e&J.onal 'lradit:i.onc: 

l.~Cmi,. v. .l\fric.m1 Art in Cultuxal Perapective. N" Yo~k.! l.t!':\ 
(~<.ll:<cst t~;:rbcl~ book 1.-a UE>igned). 

UUDRJ J. _The A1:£.! of Black Africa. ~~rkel~y ~ 19/1, 
·~i!l..L.E"l't;t i!. !t.Jri'!-an Art~ _ An lntroducti~. t~e-w t~'l'rk~ H''L 

"Fcr illuut:ration only, the following~ 

\'.ORNlt't ~ J. t;.:tt of Africa, Treasures fr.oa the Con~ •. NelO' Y.::;rk, 1971. 
DRlJ>.NGJl::$ J. .!.~ts_~d Peoples of Black Africa. HEN York, 19M 
DENY!R, S. African Traditional Architecture.. ~~~~ York. 1~78. 
LIIRIS 1 M., nnd Du.AHGI, J~ ~rique no!.re: ta cr~ation p~tigue. 

Paris, 1967. 
LEUZINGElt 1 E. The Art of Black Africa. NR York, 1967. 
~'l:NGERT, l. _!!rican Art (University Prints).. Wincheatftr, MA (se~ 

also their st!riee 0 !V (Islaaic] M [Egypt).) • 

~ 
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~1{~(\''!t 1 s Afr.ic:!.!: .Cultures an(! sccietiu. 
,.\i1·.te~ History. 
Afr!c.::.n M·t History: Sourcea an~ prob16~. 

~~11.~ ~cl~udi& Br~~iea, Haci'C\,E¥le~!!_!!.. Air:f.e! (~.11 
u:t.Icle~ e-100 p }, ed.itional914 ~md uf't":r. !(,.Jarn.e~ 
~rial LJ,braey. 
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; pCit.:taJ.. '!or,:.ce r :;(f.~: ~r).C£.!.1 Art: lU.a:to:cy to c ._l2QQ. 
Setr,.;:~ter 1.1, 1~19-80 
J .. VaD.$ iD4 

·-
~~ek 2i Jock Grt of the Sahara (c.sooo-soo n.c.); Egypt and bah (3000-

300 !.C.) e 
Coptic and Christian Nubia (to e.l200 A.D.). 
~thiopa : ~ nnd Laeta (600 B.C . - c.1210 !.D.) • 

. Readina: IOIU.NN.Alt t P., ud CURTIN, P. Africa and t he Mricau ; 
~onault fi~st Part. 

Week 3: Early lslasic: Axt: Aghlabid (Qairuan, Souea~). 
Early Islamic Art~ Tulunid~ urly Fatimid in the W.at and B~t. 
Cleaaic:al atylea: al.moravid and al.Rohad. 

leading: BOAG, J. D. Ialaic Architecture. Pp. 6o-76; 94-11.5; 
136-151. 

Week 4a Late Claaeical: Marlnid tmd related. 
Late Clasaical: Marll\llt art :l..u Egypt. 
Late Clu.&i~al ; Shad.fian1 B.afeid and Ott011a0. 

Readfn&: OOAG, J •. D.. lslaaic Al:chitectuce. Pp. ll6-135; 152-183. 

Heek 5t Libyan !&)&que style. The Sahdra. 
Weat Af~iean and Eaat African mosquea and palaces. 
Ethiopi~ ~ Gondar. 

ReadingJ PlU1SSIN, L¥ "The architecture of Ialam in Wcat Afri ca." 
African· Artat 1968. 1 10 2:32-3~. 7o-7t, . 

PAn II: AN ARUCAJ nSTn.E0
' TOPICS AND QUESTION. 

llluatltcttinue flH: this part a r e mostly drawn froiil the Kuba relis:f.o~!. 
tradi~{on i n Za1re~ 

Week 6: Art md ooeiety. 

Week 7a 

Artworks as things 1. 
Artworks as things 2. 

R.eadina: BASCOM, W. African Art in C.ultural Perspectivt'll . 
Pp. l-25; 153--162. 

lxpru•:!ve cultur~: Ieona as vioual ideQi~ topics. _ 
Icons as aysbols and diacourue 1 -11> · • • ~- 91 ~ 
Icons u uitems." 

~dinli WII.LE'IT , F. African Art. l.t~ad all in th:.l~ cmd '"le:r.t 
week. 
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s~~t~r I ! , 1979-80 
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OUTLIHI (Continued) 

Weak 8: The shape of art: style. 
aeatbetics. 
evolution of style . 

!leading: WIIJ.ETT, P. African Art. (See Week 7.) 
LAUD~, J. The Arts of Black Africa ia also stronal y 

recommended~ 

PART Ill: SOU'l'H Or' TB! S..:eJIARA: REGIONAL TRADITIONS IN BISTOIUCAL PERSF6Cl'1.VE. 

. . ' 

Weak 9: MID TDK P.X6M. 

We~t Afri~ Sahel: to c.l600. 
West Afri~ Sahel since c.1600. 

Reading: BASCOMe W. African Art in Cultural Perspective 
(henceforth Baocom)o Pp. 31-49 . 

Week 10: Early NiseriGn art: Hok, lfe, Sdo. 
Benin since c.1300. 
Yorubll siuee c .1600. 

Reading: Basco•~ pp. 83-109. 

Week· 11: The Guinea Coast since 1500: Early ivorie• end stone sculpture. 
Western Guinea after 1600. 
Eastern Guinea (Altan, Fon) after c.1700. 

Readina~ Ju.com9 pp. 51-80 • 

W$ek 12: Arcund the Bight of Benin {Delta to Dvala) since c.lSOO. 
The Ca1t1UOOD grasBland.s. 
The Cameroon foreat . 

}eading: B$8cOft1 pp. 115-121. 

Week 1): The ~estern rain forest (Gabon) . 
T11a eastern r &in forest (Lega). 
The nortt•·n -n f or l"!tst fringe since 1815. 

Re&dipjl: J aecom, pp. 123-131; 173-181. 

Week 14: ' Th~ Kongo coast ~ 1500-1900 (Kongo, Mbundu), Pounou, Yaka . 
Inner Angol~ since c.lOOO (Chokwe~ Pende). 
Lub4 and A~lated styles since c.SOO . 

~eading: Baacomt pp. 133-145 ; 165-171. 

Week 15: East Africa from Ethiopia to Moz~ique . 
Zimbabwe and South Africa since c.1200. 
So"th African Rock Art ~ 

hading: Bascom, pp .. 183-187. 

Veok 16: Concl usiou. 

Optional r e5ding for •ach week will f ollow. 




