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As our world has left the Cold War era and is now entering the new world
order of economism, it is Asia, and especially Southeast Asia, that shows the
potential for the new era as well as wounds and scars of the past. Parts of
Southeast Asii ‘e enjoying the econoimic boom unparallel by any Western country
while other pi 3 are among the poorest in the world. This is partly the result
of the US role in the region but most Americans know very little about the people
there where the past is still present.

Enriched by the Chinese and Indic civilizations, Southeast Asia was the
place of a distinct civilization since the first millennium, a place where most
of world’s religions meet (Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Confucianism and Roman
Catholic). But it is also a place of strikingly different local cultures.
Cultural traditions had shaped the history of the region despite colonization and
are very much alive even in the Westernized world today. If the understanding
of Asia is crucial for the multicultural world tomorrow and for the new world of

economism in the next century, the history of Southeast Asia in the pre-modern
time is necessary.

This course will explore major themes and topics as well as major events
in the history of the v » region rather than of individual countries in
details. No prior knowledge is regquired. Nor is the ability to memorize the
dates and unfamiliar names. The enthusiasm to learn other cultures and to study
unfamiliar materials, plus imagination, is hoped for.

Lecture and Discussion

Three 50-min. lectures a week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 11:00-11:50
a.m. at 1221 Humanities. One discussion hour, which will be informal and not
mandatory, will be announced. Questions are welcor any time.

Office Hours Room 5211 Humanities ph. 263-8931
Monday 1:30-2:30 and Thursday 4:00-5:00 or by appointment

Grading 1. Mid-term exam (perhaps a take-home in week 7)

2. One 2,500 word research essay with notes and references at the end
of it. Due Friday November 20, 1992. 40% (5,000 words and 50% for graduate
students)

3. Final exam 40% (30% for graduate students)
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on Reading Materials

There is no single text for the diversity of the region over such a lengthy
period. Each textbook covers a major aspect of a particular lengthy period with
implication to the understanding of the entire region. The General Supplemental
are the history of individual countries in Southeast Asia, with rich biblioeranhv
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