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This course treats tile seven centuries frorn t11e late 11 ~Os tc· t11e mid-
1800s "~i·t1len Japan v.ra.s governed by a ·N:::tt-rior class_ It focuses ()n the 

.:;.'lOlutk:.n of ec(:.rlomic and political institutions as Vv'ell as intellectual a.nd 
cultural traditions "~Nhich shape·j tlle nature () f "modern" Japan_ The first 
group of lectures CO"~ler Japan's pre-few:lal baclq?,round_. the development of 
distinctive Japanese traditions of rnyth, religion_. and literature, and the role 
(_if the nK:.narchv in Jap·anese histX'l . Thereafter the lectures sur,lev 

I I I 

cllronologically Japan's pas:;age throug11 (iiff.s-rent st1.ges of feu·jal society_. t11e 
•.:.s-nturv of contact "~llith tlle V;lest "~A1licll bHf:::m in tlle 1540s, t11e nature of the • v 

"batuhan" state. U1e political and economi.:~ crises of late Totuga·v·Ta society, 
tile arrival of ComtnO(lore Perry in 1 as.3 a.nd the overthro·N of tlle feU(laJ 
re!2·ime fifteen 'lBars lathr. Considerable attBntion v.Till also be given t_[j the ,_. , ._, 
role and ::;igniiic:anc:e of the monarchy and its relationship V·litll tJ1e V'l"arrior 
class_ 

Formal Course Requirements: 
There will be a one-hou:r in -class examination on Feb:rua:ry 

27. consisting of identification type questions requiring short 
answers. A second in-class examination, also :requiring short 
answe:rs~ will be held on Ap:ril 16. If you do not wish to take it, 
you may write a 5-7 page paper on a subject of you:r own choice~ 
to be submitted on Ap:ril 16. The third :requirement is a two­
hour final examination on May / d--- cove:ring the enti:re course_ 

Students who choose to write a short paper instead of taking 
a second hour exam are required to discuss their topics 
beforehand with me. The paper must be properly footnoted with 



either end-notes or footnotes, comply with basic scholarly 
standards and be submitted on time_ Extensions of deadlines will 
be granted only for family emergencies or documented medical 
reasons_ 

The first exam will count for 2 5 percent of the grade; the 
second exam o.r paper ior 2 5 percent and the final exam for 50 
percent_ 

The final exam will consist of an essay question distributed 
beforehand, plus a number of identification questions_ 

Required Texts: 

l_ Course Reader: Japan in the Age of the Samurai. 
This "Reader" is a.n abridQ·ed and revised version of a xeroxed ·-· 
·:ollection of rnateriah:; originally compiled by John Dower for this 
,y·,JlfC;A It i·-- ·:(•:rdl--1blA fr·,f nut·r· lr1•:--~ tit f.'inlrr·,.-. ((PV tentAf f~,?(l 
·-· ,_. - ·- --· • -· ~ ~-- I c. ... ... c.. ·-· ·-· 1•" .... C.--·1:::" -· -· ~ ... ·-· ~ ..., } I ..... ..... } ..... - ..... 

TJt-11.-.;lAt"·--l·t,T 6 -.;TA1"111A r·-1 tt1A D;::.~..-1---r- TT•"··u -.;•,71.111"1"r1(l J ..... f.i'=11"1AC•f! l"I"1·1t.P.t"1-~1lc· 1·1-1 ·• , --· 0 .·! J. J. I·-· - -·-·. 1 J •J .1\.-..-~J.-. I:;' Y 1. •• • '/, ,_ Cl .• · •- - ..._ .. _, -· -..: . ...... •-- ._, 

' ' transla.tion an(l articles 1Y)i scliola.rs in the field_. a.s '.-\leU as (in Parts I t.-:. 
I I) useful overvieV·lS of Japanese hi:3t~~·ry prior to 1 ei6~·-

2_ Mikiso Hane, P.rem-t,de.rn Japan_- A Hisf--t,.rical Survey 
{ 1 ~~.~~? 1 (i(·, 1 T\f\fA·~t-Til. uT,•,i P'r·e:.·-·c· p·=·n.::.r·b-::or-1' "j Tlll." t-·.,''u'i1' -~!}(j tll~ nA;:"j(lAt" •. ':' - _. .. ·' ":' ·-·-=- \ o;:::- \·, -..... -~-J - o.1_. ._. _. u. -•. .t= ... _.. .::> ~ ..... ·-· . ., t ... c.. _. rc ... ., ........ ·-· 

. d t . "t ct .. !" tl '-,?,~1 ~ T .... , - -~ c· .- ~ r- .-,- -A .-.,.. ·r·-f-lt.-, ll_ e )h .. lJJ .J·:L-lC .e.'>.-::- o._.! ~ L o._.l_JUbe. 

3- A_ L Sadler, trans_ Tb~ T~n Fi'ot Squa.r~ Hut & Tales .. ,f 
tb~ Hei.J:~ ( 192 d; 1972 Tuttle paperbac:tJ 

4_ Matsuo Basho. Tb~ Na.r.r .. n4' Hoad to tb~ IN~p Ht'.rtb ( 1966, 
Penguin paperbact). 

5- IJBisetsu T. Suzuki_. Zen and Japanese Cultu.r~ ( 19c59_. 
Princeton paperbact). 

6_ Donald Keene, comp .. Anthology of japanes~ lite.ratu.re: 
F.rom t.be Earliest E.ra tf) t.be Mid-Nineteent.b Century ( 19;,; .. 
Grove Pre::;::; paperbacl:). 

[7_ Herbert P_ Bix, Peasant P.rot..est in japan_.159tJ-llflf4 (Yale 
1966). Optional. This need not be purchased. Copies '.o\iill be on 
reserve in tlw librarv.] 

' 

Sequenre of Readings: 

.-, 

.:.. 



r Prior tl) the first exa.m on February 2 7. rearJ: Ha.ll, 1-1 ?A; ::;elections 
f r •:)in Reader. I-V I I: Sadler. a.ll. 

I I. Prior to the ~::econd exam, read: Hall, 1.35-141; D.T. Suzuki, 

III. Prior t.::) the final exam, read: Hall, 160-272, Bix, 1-171 Ba~:ho, 1-
111 

Seven Centuries of Feudal Society: General Outline of Topics 
covered 

I . HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
* Land and people 
* Creation mvths 

I 

* Sl1int(i D: :::o(:ial practk:es 
*Advent i3{ Assirnilation of Chinese Civilization 

I I. "PROTO-FEUDAL! S1vl" 
* Culture of 9th and 1Oth centuries 
* He.ian: tJie ~8.ge. of Court Aristocrac;.r 
* Rise of Sl10en 
*Emergence of tJ1e 'YVarrior Class ·-· 

II I. :M:EDIE\l AL 'l A LUES 
* Kama.tura: triurnph of the samurai 
*Buddhism S: Culture 
* Etl1os of the 'iiVarrior 

I'l. 1'· .. 1EDIEVAL FEUDALISl'·il 

*Tt1e Kemmu Restoration ( 13~.~.-1 ~.~.6) 
*Tll e Ashitaga Sl1 oguna t.e ( 1 .3 .3 6- 1 S· 7.3) 
·+:sengotu ( 1467 tr) about 1590) 
*Emergence of Daimyo and Consolidation of Fiefs 
:.+:Economic Grc·~ .. vth (guilds, Pirates, 1\.~onetization, Commerce, 

U rb:::1.!iization) 
*.L~ .. narchv and Social Clian.,;re 

I •..J 

*Tlw "Christian Century" 



\l. ··sHill -CENTRALIZED"" (TotugaTNa) FEUDALI SI··li 

*Unification under Oda Nobunaga, T•)yot0mi Hideyoshi t: 
T()lrJ1!)"c"tT/,Tc1 l""\7;:1::;]1 - ... -·c· .J. ' " -· v I -·- J. 

*Tokugav·ra hegemony 0: the Bakuha.n System 
*Jo .... Ia.rl(.et Development & Econornic (:Jrowth 
*The Floating 'iNorld 
*Peasant U nrisings t' ._. 

+:I··fo;;.-r;/yT TllOlHJht. - - -·.::; -

:+:~l!.~rrival of the 'Nesterners 
*Cn)enirvd" of the Treatv Ports l"' '-1 I 

*Ctvertllro,,v ·:)f the C:tlcl Regime ·-· 

TENTi·~TI\lE c~e.~LEND~Il~R (subject tf) revision as t11e course proceeds). Tl1e 
nmnbers in parentheses refer to sections in the xeroxed rea·jer that are 
!"PlP•r·- !" L trl tl· ,-, 1·" (··tll!"P t(·lpl· (· T1· PTT c·l" f'llld t - !"""·- ("1 tlP[( t"Pl" ·-tld ··r· (j bt" "l]'O"llt ._. ~ •• -:1. ll- _ .. , _. 1 '=' t:: ., , -· ~ _ .. , , v. 1., 'I ·.J 1._, -· , Je ., .:.t .1 v ) ._. 1c.t . o:1. 1 ( J.;::o 

to class. Lectures >.nlill be inten·voven with discussions and can be interrupted 
;:,t ar,,, tim.::. -·., • .&.l ..., • 

1 . January 2 1 , 2 3 

2. January 28, 30 

3. February 4, 6 

4. February 11, 13 

5. February 13, 20 

6. F ebruBry 25, 27 [eHBm or 5-7 page real paper) 

7. March 3, 5 

4 
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B. MatT h I 0, 1 2 

9. Man:h 17, 19 

1 0. Marc:h 24, 26 

1 1 . March 3 1 , A p ri I 2 

1 2. April 1, 9 

13. April 14, 16 [eHam or) 

14. April 21, 23 

15. April 28. 30 

16. May 5, 1 (last (:lass] 

-¥ fJ?ar ;;;. &/J/{L a!lmJ 10 :o:r 
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