Spring 1yv4
W.A own

Offu 5108 Humanities
Hours: Tuesday, 3-5 p.m.

WEST AFRICA SINCE '°™

Description:

In this course we will survey the political and social evolution of West Africa from ca. 750 to about
1980. The richness and complexity of West African history will compel us to focus on a few major
developments: 1 gious and commercial change in the early nineteenth century; the European
invasions and occupation; colonialism and the rise of nationalism; independence followed by economic
stagnation and the continuing quest for democracy.

~~-rse Requirements:
‘There will be no distinction between three - and four - credit workloads. The following requirements
apply to all undergraduates:

1. A short paper (ca. 1200 words) on an assigned topic, due on MONDAY, MARCH 7.
(20% of grade)

2. A review of Mary Smi s Baba of Karo (ca. 1500 words), discussed and due on
FRIDAY, MARCH 25. (20% of grade)

3. Participation in a class debate, or submission of a critique of the debate, on FRIDAY,

APRIL 22. The critique should be ca. 200 words, due on MONDAY, APRIL 25. (20% of
grade)

4. A final exam on MONDAY, MAY 16. (40% of grade)

The re irements for Honors and Graduate students will be individually negotiated, but will include

reading all optional assignments and taking the final exam. Negotiations should be completed by
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4.

Assign v
The fo ks should be purchased:

J.B. Webster and A du Boahen, The Revolutionary Years: West Africa Since 1800. New
Edition. 1980.

Mary F. Smith, Baba of Karo: A Woman of the ! m Hausa. Yale University Press. 1981.

Other assigned readings w  be found in the College Library Reserve Room.









