
HISTORY OF ~EST AFR~:A 
HIS HJ 

Fall - 1991 

TuesjThurs. 8:00-9:15 
1221 Humanities 
Office hours: Tues. 10-11 

Thurs. 2-J 

Profr·ssor K. Gre('n 
Offic<·: 5118 Humanities 

Phone: 263-1821 
263-180() 

and by appointment 

4 CREDITS or 3 CREDITS? 

If you take the course for 4 credits you w.ll write ~ 10-15 p ~ ~e 
term paper due December 5 - NO I:XCEP'l'lONS. Any ;)a.per r.ecei .. ed 
after the due date will be significantly penalized in grade. The 
topic of the paper must be approved by t_h·-"' instructor. l f you 
elect this option your topic must be sr:>t by October :' . On that day 
you will hand in a typed sheet with your p..:~per topic 2\r,d a one 
paragraph discussion of what you hope to do. Graduate students will 
subait a 20-25 page term paper of expected higher quality. 

This course deals with the history of West Africa from the 
first ai.llennium to the period of political inctq.r..:ndence: in the 
1960s. Some of the major topics covered in the course are: an 
introduction to West African people!:, social syste•·•S, <~.nd 
geography; archaeology and its findings; the intl.ucnce of I[.;lam; 
trans-Saharan dnd Atlantic trading syst~ms; West African empires 
and the effects of these empires on the peoples ou~side of those 
polities; the West European impact on Airica prior co political 
partition; the Atlantic slave trad-.: and it ~• abolition; West i\ fr ican 
Islamic jihads; political parti..tic.n by EurcpPln powers; the 
colonial period; African organi ~a·.: .Lon tow0, ·d indepe:1dence; problems 
facing West Africa tod~y. 

Beauired te:>cts 

Adu Boahen with Jacob AjQyi and ;·;ich:::l.el Tidy. 
African History. Second Edit; on. Lc..'·· ·p~an, 

Topics 
lJ :";&. 

J. B. Webster and Boahen with Mich, el T ioy. The -~~vo]._utiona ry 
Years. West Africa sir.c:-.J.~_Q_Q. Nev.· EJi t . i0·1- ~ ongman, 1980. 

Paul Edwards, editor. Eqyiano Is rr~.vels. Heinemann, 1967. 

Se1nbene ousmane. God's Bits of w~)od. Heinemann, 1986. 
edition of this work is acceptable. ; 

Outline map of Northern Africa. 

On reserve: J. D. Fage. An Atl~~!.J African_J':..:.:!o_r_y, 1973 
edi:.. ion. ( G2 .; 4 6 S 1 I-'3) 

Course requirements: 1. Hap Quiz, Septe!:lhor 2 .; : 50 points 

(Any 



2. S-7 page typed pa9er on the effects of 
the environment on West African peoples and their history - due 
october 17: 100 points. 

3. 5-7 page typed paper on the effects of 
and resistance to colonialism in French telritories using God's 
Btts of Wood to ·illustrate some of jour points - due December 3: 
150 points. · · 

4. Final Map Quiz, DeC•"!mber 5: 75 points 

5. Take-home final (two co~"'tprehensive essay 
questions), distributed December 12 - due Decenber ~1 by 9:00 a.m.: 
200 points 

6. In-class final (ide:-ttifica"'.ions and 
short answer only) 100 points 

Total points for 3-credit students: 675 
To receive a grade of A you must receive 628 total }.':lints 

II A/B II 587 total poil.•:s 
n B " 560 total point., 
" B/C " 520 total points 

• " c .. 472 total points 
" D II 405 total points 

Below 405 points receives a grade of F 

Total points for 4-credit students: 875 
To receive a grade of A you must receive 814 total p.:>ints 

" A/B ,, 761 total points 
II B " 726 total points 
II B/C " 674 total points 
II c " 613 total points 
II D " 525 total points 

Below 525 points receives a grade of F 

Map work: You are to ctudy the following list, locating the ethnic 
groups, place names, and geographical features. Use the Atlas 
placed on reserve. For the map quiz on September 24 _! will select 
25 terms. You will place the corresponding number for each of the 
terms on a blank map purchased at the bookstore. The outline maps 
can be purchased in the supplies section of the bookstore at a 
kiosk located in the center of the store. It is suggested that you 
purchase an extra map to use as a study sheet. For the final map 
quiz on December 5 a second list will be pass~d out one to two 
weeks before for you to study. It will incorporate the following 
·list and include other map terms taken from lectures. 

Senegal River 
Niger River 
Volta River 
Gambia River 
Benue River 
Cross River 
Bandama River 
Bani River 

Futa Jalon 
Awdaghust 
Niani 
Begho 
Bobo Dioulasso 
Wolof e-+:hnic qroup 
Bamana ~thnic group 
Hausa ethnic group 

Modern Countries 
Maur -i.tania 
Seneoal 
Gambia 
GuinLa-Biscau 
Guinea-Conakry 
Sierra Leone 
Liberia 
cote d'Ivoire 



Sahara 
Gulf of Guinea 
Cape Verde Islands 
Bambuk goldfie l ds 
Boure goldfields 
Jenne 
Timbuktu 
Kano 
Kats i n a 

Akan language gro up 
Yoruba ethnic g r oup 
!bo ethn h: yroup 
Elmina 
Benin (ancient kingdom) 
Sequ 
Kong 
Gao 

t-LJ l i 
Bu:k1na Faso 
Ch ct na 
Tog o 
Benin 
Ni ger 
Nigeri a· 

Paper assignments : The two paper assignMents and the 1inal exa m 
are to be typed, double-sp;t ced , proof- read, 
with l " margins. You must f1 t your p a pe r 

within the page length specified ~nd must write at l e 1st as muc h as 
indicated by the page l ength spe cified . No excep t i o n s. Those 
papers which are too long or too short will have pvints d educ t e d 
automatically. These are not arbitrary pas-~ len<] t h~~. b u t tit the 
quest iona asked at the level of this class . You :1rc to write t he 
papers using class materials--lectures, novels, ... -eadings. No 
outsida r·esearch is required for eithc:r of the pa pe rs or the exc.ITll. 

Think about the material · and organize your essays. 

ReadingJa.: Readings b E::low are an integral part of t h e c ourse . 
Readings not found in the. r equire:i tex t s listed d bove 

are on reserve in the College Library Reserve readi r,g room. The 
recent copyright dec is ion by the Supreme Cour t has made it 
difficult to issue co~rse packets through Kinko ' s. If you desire 
xerox copies of thes e materia ls yo u wi ll have to make them 
yourselves. You might try t o do this in the firs t t wo weeks of t he 
course when class will not be meeting. 

Lecture Topics & Readi ng Ass1gnme nts 

I. September 3 and 4 
Introductjon to the course. Env i ::onme:1 t :.:1d people~. ct 

West Africa. 

l. Selection from Chinua Achebe 1 Thinq§_J:..<t:_l Aoart 1n '1' 11.~: 
Africans; A Reader, pp. 53-56 . (DT14 A3745 1986) 

2. Akin Maboqunje and Paul Richards, "Land people- - mod e ls 
of spatial and ecological processes in West African history," pp . 
5-47 in llistory of \>lest Af~, v o l . 1, edited b y Ajayi and 
Crowder . Third edition only. {OT475 A77 1985) 

3 . Robin Horton, "Stateles s societies in the his t ory cf 
West Africa, 11 pp. 87-128 in Jiistor,.::·.......Q.LWe_st:-Africa_, vol. 1. 'T'hi r d 
Edition . ('I'he chapt.er is •.mchanc__·ed from the Firs t a n d Second 
Editions.) 

II. September 10 
The Religion of Islarn 

Topics in West African Histqry, pp. 11-l G. 
Mervyn Hiskett, ~Q.P_m.ent QJ~ s l a;:-_j,_ n He st Afr i ca, 

Chapter thirteen, pp. 202-26. (BP64 A4 WJ5 J 198 :>) 



Septembe1.· 12 
Trans-saharan trade 

Topics in We~!;,., African Hist :-·.n~, pp. 1-1 0 

1. Ralph Austen, African_ cC •l.f1S' J\iL.: .J:Fl?:t~nr._y, c F!ot e r 2 . 
Portsmouth, NH: Heinem .~nn, 1987. ( · ·csoo :\9 '7 19' ' 7 1 

2 ~ Gener<'ti.._l!i~tory of l~.fn s. 1_, Vo'. III , Ch·t i-i: ·:.! r 11 , 
role of the Sahara ... " , pp. 276-JL (DT:~t G15) 

III. September 17 anrl 1 ry 
Ancient Ghana and Mall 

Topics i.n West bf!"ic:an_H:i.st-<1.0' , pp. 1'.1-J : 

II Th ~., 

1. Said Hamdun and Noel l<i.nq, .lbn_Bal;t~t~_'. Jl_ Blad~ _ AiL£2 , 
pp. 1-11, 22-62, 68-81. Pages 68-81 are the notes for paqes 22-6 2 . 
They are import.ant, so read them as you go :1lons. (DT351 J3 :· 13 ) 

2. Nehemia Levtzion, Ancient Gh~_.J!.r.J _ _l!all. , cnaptar~~ }. l[- .". V 
(pp. 124-82). (OT532.15 1.48 1973) 

IV. September 24 and 26 
Early peoples of SenE.gambL1, Bt..nin, :: .1l?r1a Le o r.e ancl. 

Hausaland. Map Quiz, September 24. 

Topics in West Africfu'Ll!i§..t:QD::, pp. / 4-82, ~ 5-101 

1. Murray Last, "The early kir:gdoms of ~-h~ Ni(er _;_ ,3 n 
savanna," pp . 167-224 in HistorY.__.!; >:' _West .tl~; ri .::~: , Vol. 1. Edit9 d by 
Ajayi and Crowder. Third Editio~ only. (DT~1~ ~7~ ~ 985 ) 

2. Jean Boulegue and Jea~1 suret-,:anal c, "The· ;,;estern 
Atlantjc coast, 11 pp. 503-530 ir Histor_·L __ cf__\l!~f~ ~ 6f_r.: s,._~. Vol 1. 
Edited by Ajayi and Crowder. Third EdHi.on o:1l'. (!': ,·_.> A77 lS~ '5) 

v. October 1 and 3 
Mc.mde diasr:ora. Songhay. 

Topics in West Afri,£Sln His ton pp. J 3--.: 3. 

1. Harold courlander 1 Thr:- He~;:~ of ~h_t~Nqv_,•1i, pp. 1-n. 
(GR350.32 BJ H47) 

2. David Dalby, "Distribution and No:ne:H.:lature '.Jf t::h · ~ 
Manding People and their I ngu.:.1e, '' pp. 1-13 in l>~rs _o."'_ the. 
Handing. (OT474. 5 P3C) 

3. Nehemia Levtzion I ''Ma.l inke Ex pan :-~ ion .:~nd P8 it: i. ca.1 r ag-
mentation," pp. 94-102 in Ar.cient. (;haQ.il__Q.:1d_r_;._i _i. , OT :... J2. l 5 '~ ~ 3 
1973 

VI. october 8 and 10 
European arrival and impact on forest and c oastaJ 

states. 

T_opics in West African Hi_::~t·li.:f., ' fl· ' ·1- .... c·~ vt 6n; 88-9•1: an<.i 
102-106. 

I 
I 



1. John Voqt, l!..ortugu·Jse Ru)_c· on the_ G,_•.l.9_. ~.Qo s :::._1.1.2..2.-::lC• ;:)!., 
chapters 1 and 2 (pp. l-58). (0'1'511 V6 -.} 

VII. October 15 and 17 
Atlantic slave trade and its effects. First pape r du ~ 

October 17. 

Topics i .n West African Hist2_r._y, pp. 107-110. 
Eaviano's Travel~, edited by Paul Edwards. 
1. Eric R. Wolf, "The Slavr· Trade, 11 pp. 1C)5-220 in !;_m.·_s.:::,;g 

and the People \'iithoyt Hi§tory. (0:'08 W64) 

VIII. October 22 
Islamic society in Sudanic W~st Africa 

1. Jack Goody, "Restricted Literacy in Northe;n Gh3na, '' pp. 
99-241 in Literacy in Trac}iti..Qrlli. __ ~o.ci£.>ti~·s. (LCL49 G6~ 

2. Kathryn L. Green, "D} ·.1le: and So :ongui ;:ole '; in th~ 
Islamization of the Region of Kong." pp . 97-117 i n Ru_:-al !1nd u rban 
Islam in West Africa, edited by Nehemia t~vtzion an~ Humprehy J. 
Fisher, 1987. (BP64 A4 W366) (Also availt\ble in i\sia .· anq_h_fric:_an 
Styd,i.u to, 1 (1986) :103-24.) 

3. Mervyn Hiskett, The Devel_opment 1)! Isla_i il in _ West_ Afric a, 
Chapter three, pp. 44-58. (BP64 A4 W353 19~4) 

October 24 
Euroafrican society in Coastal \Test .~;.fr ic<.!. 

1. George Brooks, "The Sign.1res of ~aint-Louis and 
Goree: Women Entrepreneurs in Eighteenth- ·:c.ntury Senegal." In 
Women in Afric'}; s+:udies in Soc ~ al_ -_n.Q_~cqncnic Chm~, ed. N. J. 
Hafkin and E. ·: . Bay. St<lnford, 19 .,6, pp. 1 ~ -4't. (t:Ql788 \v58) 

2. F. Mahoney, "Notes on Mulattoes of . he Cum · ia Before the 
Mid-Nineteenth Century," .:::_·-ansactior.~_9_f_thr.:-t1 ; stor.i~ - 11 Soc_iP.ty of 
Ghana 8 {1965) :120-29. (AP H676~ G311) 

IX. October 29 
Fulbe people of West Africa ~nd earl( jihads. 

1. Mervyn Hiskett, The Developrnent_91 Isl._' ~- jn West Africa, 
Chapter eight, pp. 138-47. (BP64 A4 W353 19R4) 

October 31 - Mid-term Exam. 

X. November 5 and 7. 
Western Sudan in the 19th century; j ~h ds and slave 

trade 
west Africa since 1800, WeLster and Roahen, Ch cpters 1-5. 

1. Murray Last, "Reform i n H0st A fl-.i ; a: the tiha<;l 
movements of the nineteenth centu1 y, " pp . "... ··· · ~ 7 i. n }_:' ~t ~Q'_Q_1 
j'lest Africa, Vol. 2, edited by Ajay i and Ccu ... ·der. :_: c·o1d EcE t.io:1. 



XI. November 12 and 14 
Coastal states in the 19th century. Aboliti o n of the 

slave trade. 

W~t Africa sJ..nce l.S_Q.Q, Chapter...; G-12. 
Iopics in West ~.t.dS..:"'n Histm., pp. 111-16. 

XII. November i9 and 21 . 
European advance; conquest and part .! -::ion . 

T9pics in West'Atrican Hi§tor~. pp. 117-22. 
Wes~ Africa sin9~ 1800, Chapter 13-16. 
Begin reading sembene Ousl"lane, Q.oc.~-~-- B ~J~Q.t _ Wood. St.art 

with the following article by Suret-CanalP for bac~Jround . 

1. ,J. Suret-Canale, "The F ·encl1 Wesl i\ fr.ican ~ .. -1i lway 
\Yorkers' Strike, 1947-48," in .~.f_t:iC'UL.! abJL_lils1 'J'Y e .· . !)y · .Jtku:d 
et al., pp . 129-54 (HD8774 A36) 

2. Anthony Hopkins, An_ Economic History__ot· \~e~t ,t.. frlcct , 
chapter 4. {HC517 ws H66) 

3. ~eral Hist.Qu~, Vol. VII, chapter 6. (DT20 
G45) 

~- E. A. AyandeJe, ~Traditional Rulers and Missionaries in 
Pre-colonial West Africa,'' Tari!m Vol. 3, l pp. 2 J -3 7. 

XIII. November 26 
Colonial government. 

1. Obara I}::.ime, "The Estdbl ishme n.t of Indirect Rule in 
Northern Nigeria, 11 pp. 1-15 in~· il<h vel. J, no. 3 (19-/0). (AP 
Tl86) 

2. A. I. Asiwaju, uMigrations as &n Expres~ion of Revolt. 
the Example of Fr ench West Africa up to 1945," pp. 31-43 in Tarikl"} 
vol. 5, no. 3 (1977). (AP Tl86) 

3. J. St~ret-Canale, "Strike Movements as P:.1rt of the 
Anticolonial Struggle in Yro11ch W8st Africa," pp. 44-56 in L"\rikh 
vol. 5, no. 3 (1977). (AP Tl86) 

XIV. December J and 5 
Colonial economy. 

Webster and Boahen, Chapters 11-21. 

1. Anthony Hopkins, An__F.conomic H1story of w~:~st A~. , 
Chapters 5 and 6. (HC517 \'15 H66 j 

}(V. December 1 o and 12 
Independence movements and decolonization. 

final distributed Dece~ber 10 
Webster and Boahen, Chapters 22-25. 

Take-home 

1. §P._;.eral__lli_~tc:_y_g_t' __ ~fri_~·~, Vol '.'II, Chilpter 29. 
2 . .§epes.i1J._!! i~: tor'L.i:•:: ;\..tJ .. •:-' ·1, Vol . VII, ~-har· c er 30. 


