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rXxcept vietnam, the countries in the mainland Southeast asia (Burma,
Cambodia, Laos, ..ailand) are distinctive not only to the region but also to
the world since, including Sri Lanka, they are the homeland of Theravada
Buddhism for more than a thousand vears. Over 120 millions people today have
practiced and lived under the influence of Theravada Buddhism. With the
Westernization and attempted. secularization in those countries taken place
less than 150 years ago, the influence of religious tradition is very strong.
It is not overstated that it is impossible to understand those countries and
people without recognizing the role of Theravada Buddhism.

It is not the aim of this course, however, to study the Theravada’s
tenets or philosophy in depth. As a history course, the theme will be the
role of religion in the polities and cultures of those countries in history:
the ideas and influence of Theravada Buddhism in shaping political and social
institutions, the role of the monastic order in relation to the state and
peasant, and the effects of and on the religion as the countries have gone
through colonialism and modernization since the mid-nineteenth century. The
focus on Thailand and Burma is not arbitrary. since they are major force of
the region’s history and religious development, and they provide us with
adeguate examples to understand the entire region.

As an introduction to the culture with which students may not be
familiar, the course will explore major topics instead of a chronolc . XNo
previous knowledge is required; nor is the ability to memorize all the ites
and unfamiliar terms and names. What is required is attention and patience,
plus imagination, to learn about the unfamiliar culture.

Class: Two 73-min. lectures weekly. Questions are welcome any time in
and/or at the end of the class.
Office Hc~-: Rm. 5211 Humanities ph. 263-8931
Tuesday 3:00-4:00, Wednesday 11:00-12:00, and by appointment
Grading: 1. One mid-term take-home exam. The question will be given
probably in Week 6 and due a week later. (20%)
2. For four credit students: One research | ver C10- 3y

plus notes and references at the end. Due April 22. (40%)

For three credit students: a short essay (4 pages) on a narrow
topic, OR given materials, OR a book review. The instruction will
be given in Week 9 and due April 22.(40%)

[Al]l written works must be typed in double space.]
3. Final exam (see the Time-table) 40%

What is expected from students is NOT the ability to excerpt, or
paraphrase the lecture or reading materieé 3, but one’s understanding of the
subjects in her/his own words; his/her ability to communicate in writing, the
basic research skills such as library search for relevant materials, and the
ability to explain a guestion either by analvsis or description. Originality,
creativity and imagination will be bonus.



Required Textbooks:

Spiro, Melford. Buddhism and Society: A Great Tradition and its Burmese
Vicissitudes.

Smith, Bardwell. Religion and Legitimation of Power in Thailand Laos and
Burma.

The Course package for History 438-Spring 1994 (available at the Copy Center
of Humanities Building, Rm.1650 Humanities)

Recommended books:

Ishii, Yor »>. Sangha, State and Society: Thai Buddhism in History

Tambiah, S.J. World Congueror and World Renouncer

Sarkisyanz, E. Buddhist Backgrounds of the Burmese Revolution. (A classic
book, very good for our class. Unfortunately it is old and out of
print. There are many copies in the libraries, and in the reserves.)

All textbooks and the recommended ones, including the course package, are also
available in the Reserves Collection (in the College Library). This course
have previously offered as History 203 and 459 in 1992 and 1993 respectively.
The course packages of both are also in the Reserves, althot 1 the materials
are not entirely the same.

Note on the Readings:
The required readings in each week are in either the required textbooks
or in the coursepack. The number at the end of each item is page
nul :rs. The supplemental readings are recommended for anyone
interested in particular topics.

SCHEDULE

WEEK (Jan 25) Introduce the course: aims and objective of the course;
business; assignments; expectation.
(Jan 27) Introduction to Southeast Asia’s placenames and very brief
history.
Reading: No.

WEEK ™ (Fer * *) The Buddha and divisions in early Buddhism
Theravada Buddhism to Southeast Asia Asia
Reading: * Conze, Edward. A Short History of Buddhism. 9-47.

IDEAS
W. 3 (Feb 8,10) The Four Noble Truth, Nirvana, Karma, merit
Reading: * Spiro. Buddhism and Societv. chap. 2. 4, 5 (31-65, 92-139)
* Keyes, Charles, "Merit Transference in the Kammic Theory of
Popular Theravada Buddhism," in Karma: an Anthropological
Inquiry, ed. Charles F. Keyves. 261-86

WEFK 4 ‘™% "5,17) Buddhism and popular belief
Keaging: * Kirsch, A, Thomas. "Complexity in the Thai Religious
System," Jour~~' of Asian Studies 36 (1977): 24 -266
* Spiro. Buddhism and Society. chap. 6,7 (140-87)
* Terwiel, B.J. Monks and Magic. 72-96




WEEK < (Feb 22.24) Cosmologyv and social order
Keading: * Reynolds, Frank E. Three Worlds According to }° Ruang: A

Th-* ™-23%%-~¢ ~5smologyv. introduction pp. 5-37. The entire
book 1s a translation of a thirteenth century Thai
cosmographical text.

* Heine-Geldern, Robert. "-----+‘--- =% “tate and Kingship in
Southeast Asia

* Reynolds, Frank E. "Ritual and Social Hierarchy: An Aspect
of Traditional Religion in Buddhist Laos," in Bardwell Smith
ed. Religion and Legitimation of Power. 166-74.

* Reynolds, Craig J. "Buddhist Cosmography in Thai History,
With Special Reference to Nineteenth Century Culture
Change," Journal of Asian Studies 35 (1976): 203-220

THE SANGHA (MONASTIC ORDER)
WEEK 6 (Mar 1.3) The sangha
Reading: * Spiro._ ™“dhism and Societv. pp. 279-320, 365-77, 396-421
* Tambiah, S.J. The Buddhist Saints of the Fore~* -—-_the Cult
of Amulets. chap. 3 (53-77)

BUDDHIST POLITY
WEEK 7 (Mar 8.10) Merit and power, kingship. and state
Re-“‘ng: * Tambiah, S.J. World Conqueror and World Renouncer. 111-131

* Aung-Thwin, Michael. "Divinity, Spirit and Human:
Conceptions of Classical Burmese Kingship," in Centers.
Svmbols -~ Hi---—- hv : “-~ays on Classical S“-*2s in
Southeast Asia. ea. Lorraine Gesick. 45-86

* Gesick, Lorraine. "The Rise and Fall of King Taksin: A Drama
of a Buddhist Kingship," in Centers. Swi 3 and
Hie--~-hies. ed. Lorraine Gesick. 87-10>

WEEK 8 (Mar 15,17) Religious referms
™-31ding: * Swearer, Donald and Premchit, Sommai. "The Relations Between

the Religious and Political Order in Northern Thailand
{(14th-16th c.)," in ed. Bardwell Smith. Religion and
Le-"“imatior ~f Power. 20-33

* Butt, John W. 'Thai Kingship and Religious Reform," in ibid.
34-51

* Aung-Thwin, Michael. "The Role of sasana Reform in Burmese
History: Economic Dimension of a Religious Purification.”
Journal of Asian Studies. 38 (1979): 671-88

WEEK 9 (Mar 22.24) Peasant rebellions

Read"~~: * Keyes, Charles F. "Millennialism, Theravada Buddhism and
Thai Society," Journal od Asian Studies 36 (1977): 283-302
i * Chatthip Nartsupha, "The Ideology of Holy Men Revolts in
. North East Thailand," in Turton, Andrew and Tanabe,

Shigeharu eds. History ar® Teasar* Consciousness in South
East Asja. 111-134

* Spiro. Buddhism and Society. 171-180

WEEK 10 SPRING RECESS Mar 26 - Apr 3



TRANSITION
WEEK 11 (Apr 5,7) Buddhism and colonialism in Burma
Modern Buddhism in Burma
Reading: * Sarkisyanz. E. Buddhist Backgrounds of the B' iese
Revolution. 110-179

WEl 12 {(Apr 12.14) Modern Buddhism in Siam
The sangha and nation-building in Siam
Reading: * Kirsch, A. Thomas. "Modernizing Implications of Nineteenth

Century Reforms in Thai Sangha,” in Religion and
Legitimation of Power. 52-63

x Reynolds, Frank E., "Sacral Kingship and National
Development: The Case of Thailand,”" in Religion and
Legitimaticn of Power. pp.100-110

¥ Keyes, Charles F. "Buddhism and National Integration in
Thailand," Journal of Asiar ““udies. 30 (1971): 551-568

BUDDHISM IN MODERN NATIONS
13 (Apr 19.21) Buddhism, women, and the prostitution issue
"Thailand: Minidragon" (video)
Reading: * Keyes, Charles F. "Mother or Mistress but Never a Monk:
Buddhist Notions of Female Gender in Rural Thailand,"
American Ethnologist 11 (1984): 223-41
* Kirsch, A. Thomas, "Buddhism, Sex-role and Thai Economy," in
Wor-- »f §--*%---* Asia. ed. Penny Van Esterik. Center for
Soutneast asian studies, Northern JIllinois University. 16-41
* Khin Thitsa. Providence and Prostitution: Image and Reality
for Women in Buddhist Thailand.

mrot 4 (Apr 26.28) Buddhism and the bourgeoisie
Buddhism and forest
Reading: * Zehner, Edwin. "Reform Symbolism of a Thai Middle-class

Sect: the Growth and Appeal of the Thammakai Movement,"
Journal of “-—**:z2ast As’-- “*-lies. 21:2, 402-426

* Reynolds, rrank E. ""Legitimation and Rebellion," in
Re'“71ion and Legitimatic—~ ~f Power. pp.134-146.

* Keves, Charles F. "Political Crisis and Militant Buddhism,"
in ibid. 147-164

* Taylor, J.L. "Living on the Rim: Ecology and Forest Monks in
Northeast thailand,"” SOJOURN. 6:1, 106-123

WEEK 15 (Mav3.S) Buddhism, socialism and nation-building in Burma
Buddhism and Politics in Burma Today
Reading: * Tin Muang and Muang Than. "The sangha and sasana in

Socialist Burma,’ SO ™™ ™MN: Social Issues in Southeas* ‘sia.
3:1 (Feb. 1988), 26-o1

-

JEK 16 (Mav 10.12) Final discussion and remarks










