University of Wisconsin-Hadison
Department of History
Semester II, 1981-19372

History 377 History of Africsa 1500-1870 C. Skidmore-Hess
Office Hours: I expect to sees each student a minimum of 2 times
during the semester. Please come during the first 3 weeks

of class to discuss book and paper topics. Please come
anytime during the semester to discuss your journals.
Please come after I have returned your first draft of your
paper or book report to discuss it.

Grades:
3 discussion papers 20pts each = 20%
Journal Ist=z10pts 2cd=30pts = B4%
Final is the 3rd journsl grade B0pts=36%
For 3 credit student: Book reporf title=10pts draft=30pts
final=70pts. =20% -
or
For 4 credit students: Paper (4 cr) topie=3ptz
bibliography=10pts cutline=5pts draft=z 30pts final=50pts

= 207%
Discussion papers will be 2-3 typed pages. They should answer
the guestinns listed in the syllabus. This can be done in

any of the following wavs. a) discuss historical documents
listed in the readings,b) discuss the GOOD and bad points of
a reading. These discussion papers should illustrate the
author s understanding of the important changes occcurring
during the historical period under examinatisn. The author
should be prepared to defend the viewpoint stated.

There are 5 cthCEa to do discussion papers. You nust
3 of the 5. DO NOT FORGET. These discussion papsrs rnust b
handed in cn the dvee date or I will not accept them.
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O

to write at least twon journal entries a week (about one

pege long), preferably =fter class on Tussdays and
Thursdays when the material iz still fre
Journal entrises =zheould Zncerpcrate both

Journals: Journals zhould be typed if possible. Yeu =hould try
lea

sh in vyour mind
cading and lecliove

}.

notzs, They should be written in clear and srecizs
Englizh,

Thiz 1z your cohWance to develop your own argfunents
and wmy chance £ 2 how well vou underztand the materiald
Tdantilfy and dis 5 maln polats. Think 2ritically aboutk
the meterial. Develop argonents (ARCUMERTS AFRE HCT TO =R
CONFUSED WITH OPINICNS. Opinisons are unsupportsd
statenents. Avgumentis use facts bt support a visuptint or

intsrpretation

by



Special Readings: These readings are meant to =supplement the
assigned readings. Generally they are intended for graduate
students. Those undergraduates who take a particular
interest in a topic might also wish to examine them.

BOOX REPORTS: Book reports should be around 8 pages. They
should include an evaluation and summary of the book. They
should also be well written.

Papers: Papers should be around 12 pages. Pick a manageable

topic. Think about a period and place that interests you.
Think about what you would like to discover about that
place. When you are taking notes for your paper focus on
your theory about your topic. In what way will this point
support or detract from your theory? How will it fit into
the organization of vyour argument?

When you write,start with a thesis statement and then

back it up. Also remembsr that clear and precise language
is important. )

DUE DATES:

DISCUSSION PAPERS: Week II, Week V, Week VIII,
Weelt XI, Week XIII

Journals: Week V, Week X, Week XV
Book Report: Title Weck IV, Draft Week XII, Final XIV

Paper: Topiec Week III, Outline Wesk IX, Draft
Week XII, Final Week XIV

n the frent desk at the end of

Handouts should ke picked
ocla he following week.

class and brought to

[t
ot
LA

Reserve Readings can e found in Halen C. White.
feadings should be Jome bhefore clzas,
If thsre zre problepms chitzining the resadings, I shou T
etified innmadiately.
fistory of Afvica 15CC-12730
Spring- 1932



January 23~ Geography of Africa with slides

Readiﬁgs: Afigbo The Making of Modern Africa, pp. 1-4, 13-
31

Adjayi, Map 1, 2, 3, 4
Handouts

Hatch Ali Mazruri "The Africans” Episocde 1 Rn

Week II. January 28- What is history? What are
"sources"? Dees the historian create history?
What is culture?® We explore the role of
linguistics religion and political systems
in defining African histoery.

January 30- Scurces in the library with Dave Henige
African Studies Outreach- Patty Euntz

Readings: Basil Davidson A History of West Africa 1000-
l8cn, PP. 3-4, 292-2984

Zamani "The Historian in East Africa”™ by J:
A. Kieran. pp. 1-22

Watch Basil Davidson's "The Africans”
Episode 3, "Caravans of Gold" Van Hise En

Start H.A.R. Gitb s Hohammedanisn

DUE: Discussion paper, Critigque and Compare Al Mazruil
and Basil Davidsen’'s "The Africans,"” 2-3 typed pages

Week TIIT. The Sahel- West Africa
Tuesday- Islam, the religion, Islam the sccizl syskten
Thursday- Conghay
Beadi




Skim: Davidson, Historv of West Africa, 28-
34, 136-207, 2651-280

cpecial Readings: African Economic History by
Ralph Austin, 31-55

The African Poor by John Iliffe, 30-47

DUE: FPAPER TOFICS FOR 4 CREDIT STUDENTS

Week IV, European Contact and the Alantic Slave trade

T- Prince Henry, Gold, God, and the search for Prester
John

Th- The inner workings of the Alantic slave trade;
dealing in death

Readings:
Hintz, Sweetness and Fower, 18-73
Davidscon’'s Historvy, 194-204, 208-215
Collins, ¥Western African History, 171-175
Catchpole, 27,28,40-45
Adjayi, 33, 42

Special Reading: Austen, African Eccnomig Histoery,
81-108

John Vogt, Portuguese Bule on the
Gold Coast 1469-1682.

DUE: TITLE ROOK REFCRT FOR 3 CREDIT STUDENTS

Week V. The West African Coast

T. Gold Coast

Th. Benin

Readings: Davidson's Hisztory, 2008-280

Collins, Western African History, 144-152,

17E- 207

Soaben, Topices in West African History, 74-02

Catchpole, 27-45

Adisyi. 3, 32, 35

I you have time I suggest 3 guilck loock at the

pictures in Ben-Amcs 'z The Art of Renin

Start John Thornten, Xingdon of Keonsgo



Special Readings: Settlements., Trade, and Politics in

_the Seventeenth Century Gold Coast, Baltimore,

Paula Ben-Amos, The Art of Benin,
Thames & Hudson, 1380

Lendon:

DUE: DISCUSSION PAPER - Compare and contrast the
societies of the Gold Coast and Benin. Then Look
at the impact which the slave trade and cultural
contact had upon these societies. How was it

different and how was it similar?

Fokokak R JOURNALS DUEARRHOKK KKK

Week VI- Central Africa- Kongo & Angola

T-the Kongo, an experiment in acculturation

Th—- Ndengo

Kingdom of the Kongo.
pp. 45-58

John Thornton,
Frcm Tron Age to Independence,

Readings:

Collins, Central and Socuthern African History,
2-8, pp. 33-5%9

Adjavi, 37, 33

Special readings: Miller, History in Central Africa,
118-151.

Week VII. Central Africa- Big men, Sacred Bleood, and Slaves

T- Big men, and traders

Th~ Lueba, Lunda, =2nd Lozi

Filler, Way of Death, 3-39

Trom Iron Age_to Independence 20-24

Collins, 2-5, 11

Start An_ Igstant in the Wind

Zrecial Rzading: Thomes Reefe, History in Centpal

Afrien, 175-1324

DUE BIZLIOGRADY TOR 4{-r3y STULDENTS
VIIT. Southern Africa,
T. Foragers, Dsstocralists, snd COthers
Th. Farmers & Jthersz
Feadings: Leonard Thompson, A_Hlstory of Soath Africs,
1220, xvii-xwviii, 1-52

Collins, Central and Scuthern African History,




IX.

e

126-130, 152-163

Finish an Instant in the Wind
Adjayi, 41

Special Reading: Readers Di
History of South Africa 2
Peires, The House of Phelﬁ
Elphieck and MHalherbe, "The Khoisan to 1828" in The
2haping of South African Scristy, 3-85

TS
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DUE: DISCUS ULDW PAFPER- Coppare the different ways
in which Africans in Central snd Southern Africa

have organized t.el soclstiess < £

socizties deal with proklems o

react Lo changes in their esconomi

envivenment? or How did they deal wit

arrival of Eurcpeans in their regicn?

important eveﬂt to their zsccietie

Earcpeans simply one more =thnic

area?

If vou ars fesli
cokbine both questi

pr-*

Last Africa

T-Cecast: Swahili
Th- Xalonga & Undi: Maravi & Malawi EKirngdeons
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XIITI- Southern Africa

T~ The Dead will Arise
Th- The Shaking of Pecples

Readings:

Leonard Thompson,A History ofScuth Africa,
52-88.

From Tron Agse t£o Ind
Peires,The Dead Wil

o
P

T

ecial: Lsonard Thompson, Moshoeshoe,

DUE: DISCUSSION PAPER- Write a short review of
the Dead will Arise- discuss the svents that
led to "CGreat Xhosa Cattle Xilling,® What
cther options were open to the Xhosa at this
time? Could thisevent have =snced differently?
What weould have chenged itz tragic

conssguences?

XIV. East Africa, Zlaves, Ivory, & Om:

T. Plantations & Commerce, the Coast outward
Th. Routes & Raids, the trade inward: Nyzsnwszi

IR RAI T 4T ™A T ~T NS TaR MTITNO TAT S D T A T D
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