
University of Wisc onsin - Madison 
Departme~t of History 
Semester II, 1991-1992 

History 377 History of Africa 1500-1870 C. Skidmore-Hess 

Office Hours: I expect to see each student a minimum of 2 times 
during the semester. Please come during the first 3 weeks 
of class to discuss book and paper topics. Please come 
anytime during the semester to discuss your journals. 
Please come after I have returned your first draft of your 
paper or book report to discuss it. 

Grades: 
3 discussion papers 20pts each = 20% 
Journal lst=lOpts 2cd=30pts = 64% 
Final is the 3rd journal grade 60pts=36% 
For 3 credit student: Book report title=lOpts draft=30pts 
final=70pts. =20% 
or 
For 4 credit students: Paper (4 cr) topic=5pts 

bibliography=lOpts outline=5pts draft= 30pts final=50pts 
= 20% 

Discussion papers will be ~-3 typed pages. They should answer 
the questions listed in the syllabus. This can be done in 
any of the following ways. a) dlscuss historical documents 
listed in the readings,b) discuss the GOOD and bad points of 
a reading. These discussion papers should illustrate the 
author's understanding of the important changes occurring 
during the historical period under examination. The author 
should be prepared to defend the viewpoint stated. 

There are 5 chances to do discussion papers. You must do 
3 of the 5. DO NOT FORGET . These discussion papers ~ust be 
handed in on the due date or I will not accept them. 

Journals: Journals should be typed if possible. You should try 
to write at least two journal entries a week (about one 
pege long), preferably after class on Tuesdays snd 
Thursdays when the material is still fresh in your mind. 
Journal entries sl1ould ~ncorporate both reading and lecture 
notes. They should be written in clear a~d precise 
English. 

This is your chan ce to develop your own argu~ents 
and my cha11ce to see how well you un~erstand the material. 
Id2ntify and discuss ~ain points. Think ~ritica lly abcu~ 
the material. Develcp argu~ents (ARGUMENTS ARE ~0~ ~0 SE 
CONFUSED ~ITH OPI~!ORS. Opi~ions are unsupported 
stateoents . Argum enls use fa cts t0 support a viewf Gi nt cr 
interpret a tion). 
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Specia~ Readings: These readings are meant to supplement the 
assigned readings. Generally they. are intended for graduate 
students . Those undergraduates who take a particular 
interest in a topic might also wish to examine them. 

BOOK REPORTS: Book reports should be around 8 pages. They 
should include an evaluation and summary of the book. They 
should also be well written. 

Papers: Papers should be around 12 pages. Pick a manageable 
topic. Think about a period and place that interests you. 
Think about what you would like to discover about that 
place. When you are taking notes for your paper focus on 
your theory about your topic. In what way will this point 
support or detract from your theory? How will it fit into 
the organization of your argument? 

When you write,start with a thesis statement and then 
back it up. Also remember that clear and precise language 
is important. 

DUE DATES: 
DISCUSSION PAP~RS: Week II, Week V, Week VIII, 

Week XI, Week XIII 

Journals: Week V, Week X, Week XV 

Book Report: Title Week IV, Draft Week XII, Final XIV 

Paper: Topic Week III, Outline Week IX, Draft 
Week XII, Final Week XIV 

Handouts should be picked up on the front desk at the end of 
class and brought to class the following week. 

Seserve Readings can be found in Helen C. White . 

If th~re sre ~roblern~ ~~tain ing the re~dings. I stoul~ be 
n 0 t if.: t:d i a~::: ed i at>:> l y. 

History of Africa 1500-187~ 
Spring - 1992 

Week I January 21- Intr cduction to course -
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January 23- Geography of Africa with slides 

Readings: Afigbo The Making of Modern Africa, pp. 1-4, 13-
31 

Adjayi, Map 1, 2, 3, 4 
Handouts 

Watch Ali Mazruri "The Africans" Episode 1 Rm __ 

Week II. January 28- What is history? What are 

Week III. 

"sources"? Does the historian create history? 
What is culture? We explore the role of 
linguistics religion and political systems 
in defining African history . 

January 30- Sources in the library with Dave Henige 
African Studies Outreach- Patty Kuntz 

Readings: Basil Davidson A History of West Africa 1000-
1ftQU, PP. 3-4, 292-294 

Zamani "The Historian in East Africa" by J: 
A. Kieran. pp. l-22 

Watch Basil Davidson's "The Africans" 
Episode 3, "Caravans of Gold" Van Hise Rm 

Start H.A.R. Gibb's Mohammedanism 

DUE: Discussion paper, Critique and Compare Ali Mazrui 
and Basil Davidson's "The Africans," 2- 3 typed pages 

The Sahel- West Africa 

Tuesday- Islam, the religion, Islam the social system 

Thursday- Songhay 

B.).3.he•n, J' ... Q .. PJ .. ~-~- i_;l ~!e.& ~·-· _Af:r_i c~Jl_li.i_~.cLl, 
11- 1!3. 3:3- ~2 

C' •:> ll i n · s P. es t . .::-1· !1..-A.fJ.'_j..:.~;u.L).-!..i.~.t...;'.LL.. 9-1 ::; . 
'l-7- 42, 50·-56 

A Hi s tory o f West Afr ican in M!~s anj 
·-------------·---------·-___ , =.1::.,: _______ . 

Pi .. agra:ns, pp. 1 -~1. 13-17. 2Z, 23 
Adjayi, Hi storical 1\tl::; s of Afriea, 28, 

33' 32 .. 35 
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· ... 

Week IV. 

Skim: Davidson, History of West Africa, 28-
34,· 136-207, 261-280 

Special- Readings: African Economic History by 
Ralph Austin, 31-55 

The African Poor by John Iliffe, 30-47 

DUE: PAPER TOPICS FOR 4 CREDIT STUDENTS 

European Contact and the Alantic Slave trade 

T- Prince Henry, Gold, God, and the search for Prester 
John 

Th- The inner workings of the Alantic slave trade; 
dealing in death 
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Readings: 
Mintz, Sweetness and Power, 19-73 
Davidso~·s History; 194-204, 208-215 
Collins, Western African History, 171-175 
Catchpole, 27,28,40-45 
Adjayi, 33, 42 

Special Reading: Austen, .t>.fr ican Economic Histou, 
81-108 

John Vogt, Portuguese ~ on the 
Gold Coast 1469-1682. 

DUE: TITLE BOOK REPORT FOR 3 CREDIT STUDENTS 

Week V. The West African Coast 

T. Gold Coast 
Th. Benin 

Reading::;: Davids on· s l:l';: tm, 208-280 
Collins, Western African History, 144-152, 

175- 207 
3 o a hen , Too i c s in f\1 e s t. A f r i •;; an H j s t •) r..Y. , 7,1 ·- 8 2 
Catchpole, 27 - 45 
Adjsyi, 28, 33, 35 

I : you r: ave t i Ja e I s u g g e s t a :J :..1l c k 1 o o k at t h. e 
pict:..1res in Ben-Amos's The Art __ ~~-L_8eniD_ 

Start John Thornton, Kingdom of Koo.i.Q. 



Special Readings: Settlements. Trade. and Politics in 
the Seventeenth Century Gold Coast, Baltimore~ 
1982. 
Paula Ben-Amos, The Art of Beniri, London: 

Thames & Hudson, 1880 

DUE: DISCUSSION PAPER - Compare and contrast the 
societies of the Gold Coast and Benin. Then Look 
at the impact which the slave trade and cultural 
contact had upon these societies. How was it 
different and how was it similar? 

******JOURNALS DUE********* 

Week VI- Central Africa- Kongo & Angola 

T-the Kongo, an experiment in acculturation 
Th- Ndongo 

Readings: John Thornton, Kingdom of £he Kongo. 
From Iron Age to Independence, pp. 45-56 
Collins, Central and Southern African History, 

2-6, pp. 33-59 
Adjayi, 37, 33 

Special readings: Miller, History in Central ·Afric_a, 
118-151. 

Week VII . Central Africa- Big men, Sacred Blood, and Slaves 

T- Big men, and traders 
Th- Luba, Lunda, and Lozi 

Miller, Way of Death, 3-39 
From Iron Age to IndependeJJce 20-34 
Collins, 2-6, 11 

Start An Instant i.lL.Jhe I.Vind 

;:.pe cia 1 Reading: T !-: oms.s Ree f e, His t_o .r.Y~i1L...C_,'1.JJ._t..'t.~ •. l 
ll f 1' j c 3) 17 5-19,1 

DUE: BIBLIOGRAPY FOR 4(cr) STUDENTS 

VIII. S•:>ut.hern P .. frica, 

T. Foragers, rastGralists, and Others 
T h . F 3. un e r s & 0 t h e r s 

Read in g ::; : L e on a r d T h on: 1=' s c• n , b._J.l i .:;_t.:.:u: .. Y~~-~Q_tJ tJL .. ,~J rj,_.;:;_;a , 
1990, xvii-xviii, 1-52 
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Co 11 i n s , C -:: n t r a l a n d S o u t, h e r n .A. f.L.:i...Q..;a.n.......l::Li s t9_r_v_.__ 



126-130, 1.52-169 

Finish an Instant 1n the Wind 
Adjayi, 41 

Special Reading: Readers Digest Illustrated 
History of South Africa, 20-25, 39-59 

Peires, The Honse of Ph8lo 
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Ell?hick and Malherbe, "Th::: Khois a n to 1828" in .:r.M 
S hap j n g o f Sou t h Af.r_h: a n S t2Q i e t. y, 3 - 6 S 

DUE: DISCUSSION PAPER- CoJ::pare the diffe.r.·ent ways 
in which Africans in Central and Southern Africa 

have organized their societies; how did these 
societies deal with problems of succession and 
react to changes in their economic and cultural 
environment? o.r.:_ How did they deal with the 
arrival of Europeans in their region? Was this an 

important event to their societies or were the 
Europeans simply one more ethnic group in the 

area? 
If you are feeling daring you iliight try to 

combine both questions. 

IX . East Africa 

T-Coast: Swahili 
Th- Kalonga & Undi: ~aravi & Malawi Kingdc~s 

Readings: FrLJ!n Iron Age t.q_ I.n.QevendenG..;.-;., 35-38 
de Vere Allen a.nd T. H. ~~~~ilscn, ;.t..r0hi l;___:~~ses 

Nasir, .:)1-73 
Co ll i. n s , _E_a_~:t-~~ f_~i Gd:ll _l:; i~ t ~) ~~ _, 2 ·- 5 
Adjsyi, 28 

T · ~~ .-.1 -:- ~~ -) ~·~ :_ t ·:..}; ~ . ~. ::1: .. J d c: :~ o. :·~ ~!~~:u i :..: t: 
"7 h - T h ~=- ~' !: 8 ::. c :::-. ;~ :·! ·:i F~ c. z t:: ;n L-J e. 

.. ~li Bi11 

D . N . e.~:;. c ! .. i , .t ;-p~·-· Sl;_t;:Xl _:2..__~ ___ Z.i .. :n L :~ ~lJ.G' __ 8_Q~J --.~..1 ~ . L c :"! d c, r1 : 
H ~~ir-j e!n ~. nn, 1980. 37--:<1:.1 



Africa, 205-2·14 

DUE: ~*~********JOURNALS ~****~*~*****«t 

PART II. The 18th Century: Prophets, Missionaries ~ 
Legiti~ate 7~ ~de 

XI. Jih:=.d 
T. Sac kg: :;:1:-_d 
T~. Ha~sa & Jihad 

Resdings : Catchpole, 24-26, 45, 48 
Davidson, 274- 279 
Collins, hlestern AfripanHist_Q_l:.Y, 13-16, 
Hiskett, Sword of T~uth_ or 
.Je3.n Boyd, Tb~ C:=.li::-b ' s Sister 

62-72 

DU~: Discuss ion pa~er: Compare and Contrast t~e role of 
Islam and trade on the East African Coast aJ-:d the Hausa 

states. Also discuss the role which Isla~ pl:=.ys in 
shaping thes e two societies. How is it diffe rent end how 
is it the Same? How are t~ese two societies distinct? 

XI!.- West Africa 
T- Assnte 
Th- Igb •.:l 

Readi.ngs: ~~cleod, A!:tar:te, 1--71 (S;<i:r., Note: the ?i \~t:Jrt:s) 
Co l 1 in s , li.:~t .. :.;:J.:..:J _...e..f.J.' i (· &. ;L! i s t_.;:u_y , 1 S S - 2 0 J 
"Early Tra·1els c,f Olaud·.ii't Equiana" in 8 .. ~.l.:_i.~-~ 
~~lD,~ :r:hA..:..e.::i, S8- ~3(·. 
£:. :J ah e r~ ·' T~~i ~· :~ __ i_D__] e ~--.!~f.;.:..~ . .k~~. JL.Jt i ~ . .t.Ll:..Y.., 54-· t:~ 2 

:·..1E: J; ~ l ;·4 ::-~ :.fl.?: c:- ~.~~~ :\ F3~·2!\T.J •: 4 ~ ~.:}. 

J ·i~·~ ;~ ~ ~:~:.~: 'I' 1-..l-.: j~ .. ;:: =~~! ~: ! 1 i ~·; ·~ ~~ ~; 
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XIII- Southern Africa 

T- The Dead will Arise 
Th- The Shaking of Peoples 

Readings: 
Leonard Thompson,A History ofSQutb Af...r...ic....a, 

52-96. 
E.rom I ron Age to_lndepenct.r~ .. nce, 66-80 

Peires,Tbe Oep~, 

Special: Leonard Thompson, Moshoesboe, 

DUE: DISCUSSION PAPER- \4r i te a short review of 
the Dead will Arise- discuss the events that 
led to "Great Xhosa Cattle Killing," h!hat 
other options were open to the Xhosa at this 
time? Could thisevent have ended differently? 
What would have changed its tragic 
consequences? 

XIV. East Africa, Slaves, Ivory, & Omani 

T. Plantations & Commerce, the Coast outward 
Th. Routes & Raids, the trade im-1ard: Nva:!L~...Z...i. 

Readings: 

X'!. ~:~ntral Africa: 

E. Alpers II("' H .;,werr.a in Women and Slavery, 185-
218. 

E.J::..Q.Jn Iron Age to IndeQendence, 31-88 
A.Roberts, Tanzania beforel8.Q{L 117-140, 14:5 
Adjayi, 4!3, 52 

Spr~cial R~ading: ~- t\lt:~ers, I .. Y.YJ..Y._.ilDd ~Aves 
in E~_s t ar; ::J__s,::_r;-J1 t r a LA.U:..i c 3 , Gerke ley : UCLA 
i? l' e s s , 1 9 7 5 . 

DUE: ~INAL DRAFT JF DOOK REFO;T OR ?APES 

T :-::gh st:lri6s C.!"i t.~·; 6 r:·; ~~r ~ ~). !: ·; ~;'!.:::~ ~.~t. ;l }' t.:,u t 
}. i f (: ::... !'j d c· t !·J ~ .!: Lis r C: : .. : t :3 ( f .. :: ::. ;~; ::::.: !. ' ::· ·: ·- ;·. ~- :·. r::- i.. ,!, ::.. .:. ~? 

Rut~c!:t Elr;:·:s, ''S :J :::-;t. :: . . :~:--::.:·16 ~-~·H.; :~:y~~ .. ~_t::· ; ·. ~ 1:~ 

!~'; .. .:~~ e l-! ... . s;~~ ... ~ ;__~~-:~·. ~·-L~{ ~ --~·~ ~-- .l}.t .. r.J _L· -~ . 


