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HISTORY OF AFRICA to 1800
Spring - 1939

Tues/Thurs. 2:25-3:40 Dr. Green

1221 Humanities Orfrice: b11l8 Humanities
Phone: 203-14821

Office hours: T 11:00-12:00 and 1:00-2:00 263~-1800

Th 1:00-2;00 and 4:00-5;00
and by appolntment

This course deals with the main themes of African history up to c.
1H00. Hecause of the vastness and variety of the continent, 1t cannot
attempt to give you a comprehensive survey or 1ts history. That 1s,
certain areas or themes may be treated lightly or even left out
entirely. In addition, there is stiil much work to be done on this
early period of African history so that some areas are better
understcod than others. Some o! the major topics covered :n the course
are: an introduction to African prehisteory; early pepulation movements
into North Africa; the influence or [slam and Chraistianity on varicus
areas of the continent; trans-Saharan, [ndian Ocean, and Atlantic
trading systems; the Ghana, Mali, and Songhay empires of West Africa;
Bantu migrations; formation ot {entral Atrrican state systems; Swahili
city-states; the West EBuropean impact on Atrica up to c. 1800; West
African Islamic jihads before 1H00; Scuthern African population
movements and Eurcpean settlement before 1800,

Required texts: Roland Oliver and Anthony Atmore. The African Middle
Ages 1400-~1800., Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1981.
D. T. Niane. Sundiata: An Epic of 0l1ld Mali.
Longman Drumbeat edition, 1979. Any edition of
this work is acceptable.
Cutline maps of Africa

Recommended: J. D. Fage. An Atlas of African History. Second
Edition. New York: Africana Publishing Co., 19Y8B.

Course requirements: Map guiz, February 7: 50 points
Exam Une, March 9: 200 points
Exam Two, April 18: 200 points
Map Quiz, Apral 27: 5O points
Final Exam May 17, 10:0&5 a.m.: 250 points
Attendance at three African Studies Center movlies
or lectures, or films on Atrica shown on Public T.V., typing up a

two-page description and discussion of each: 50 points each = 150
points
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Map work: You are to study the following list, locating the ethnaic
groups, place names, and geographical fteatures. Use your
text book maps as well as the Atlas recommended above. A

copy 1s also placed on reserve for this ciass.
map gulz on February 4 1 will select 25 terms.

For the
You will

place the corresponding number for each ot the terms on a

blank map purchased at the bookstore.

It 1s suggested

that you purchase an extra map to use as a study sheet.

For the final map guiz on May 2

I will choose terms trom

the following list and include other map terms taken from
lectures.

Senegal Raiver
Niger River
Volta River
Gambia River
Nile River

Blue Nile

White Nile

Lake Tana

Futa Jalon

Futa Toro

Lake Chad

Lake Victoria
Lake Tanganvika
Cape ot Good Hope
Red Sea

Zambezi River
Orange River

Drakensberg Mountains

Alexandria
Thebes
Carthage

Lecture assignments:

The African Studies
Wisconsin oifers weekly
and occasiconal tilms on
lectures are also offered through the
scholars pass through the area.
video tapes are available tor viewing

Trapoli

Fezzan

Napata

Cairo

Begho

Boure

High Atlas Mtns.
Middle Atlas Mtns.
Timbuktu

Taghaza

Wolof ethnic group
Mombasa

Zanzibar
Ovimbundu ethnic grp.
Benguela

Lozl ethnic droup
Tete

Eimina

Ivory Coast

Graain Ccast

Kru ethnic group

Nukpia

Kanem

Meroe

Kong

Bambuk

Rif Mountains

Anti Atlas Mountains
Gao

Taodeni

Moss1 ethnic group
Hausa ethnic group
Nyika

Pemba

Luanda

Imbangala ethnic group
sena

Kilwa

Gold Coast

Slave Coast
Mogadishu

Asante ethnic group

Center at the University ot
lectures Wednesdays at noon
Africa.

Numerous other

yvear as
Aftrican subject
on site 1n 274

Some

B:30 a.m.—-8:30
are also films
To

Van Hise Hall. The room is open M-R,
p.m. and F 8:30 a.m.—-3:30 p.m. There
shownn on Africa on public t.v. trom time tc time.
encourage you to become acquainted with these
ofterings I am asking you to attend three during the
semester, writing up a two-page report on each. As
lectures and fiims come to my attention 1 will try to
announce them 1n class, but keep your eyes open. I
will not accept wildlife tilms on Africa to tulfzll
this assignment! With very ftew exceptions, teature
films are not appropriate for this assignment. it
you're unsure ot the approprilateness ot a lecture or















History 36
Requirements tor 4-credit course

Those ot you taking the course tor 4-credits may choose one
of the tollowing two ways to fulfill the requirement for the
extra hour of credit.

OPTION 1

Newspaper Project: You will keep a notebook in which you cut out
one newspaper or magazine article {(or xerox
them it you use library copies!) perta:ining

to Atrica for each week of the course. With the copy of each

article you must include the heading giving the scurce and date
(e.g. Time February 15, 1988}). Vary the geographical region
discussed in the articles and no more than three articles on cne
country (e.q. South Africa) will be accepted. For each article
you will type a one or two paragraph summary tollowing 1t,
relating the article, it possibie, to clasgs lectures,
discussions, or reading materials. Each project will be judged
on its variety of regions of the continent covered, the
thoughttulness ot the summary and d:iscussion that follows,
clarity of writing, and neatness. 1 prefer that you use U.S5.
media tor your articles. Ycu should have one articlie tor your
notebook for each ot the follcwing dating periods:

January 23 — January 29

January 30 ~ Fepruary O

February © - February 12

February 13 - February 19

February 20 - February 26

February 27 - March 5

March & - March 12

March 13 - March 19
SPRING BREBK - no article required

March 27 - April 2

April 3 - Aprili @

April 10 - April 16

April 17 - april 23

April 24 - April 30

May 1 - May 7

May 8 - May 14

NOTE: It you use a journal or magazine that is monthly, only one
article may be taken from a single issue.

OPTION II

Book Report: You will write a four to ftive page, typewraitten
book repeort on an African novel. A list of novels 1s attached.
Many others have been published since this list was written. So
tind where the novels are sheived (many will be under the LC call
number heading PR} and browse. lft you decide to take this
option, don't leave it to the last minute--your selection will be






Mcdikwe Dikcobe. The Marabi Dance.

Mphaphalele, Ezekiel. Down Second Avenue.
Mulaishe, Dominic. The Tongue of the Dumb.
Ngugi Wa Thiong'o. Devil on the Cross.

" Weep not, child.
Nzekwu, Onucra. Blade Among the Bovys.

" Wand of Noble Wood.
Ouologuem, Yambo. Bound to Violence.
Oyono, Ferdinand. Houseboy.

The 0ld Man and the Medal.
Paton, Alan. Cry the Beloved Country.

Rive, Richard. Emergency.
Samkange, Stanlake. The Mourned One.
" On Trial for My Country.
Sembene, Ousmane. God's Bits of Wood.
Thomas, Elizabeth. The Harmiess People.
Tlali, Mirian. Muriel at Metropelitan.
Vieira, Jose Luaandino. The Real Life of Domingos Xavier.

Worku, Daniachew. The Thirteenth Sun.






