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HISTORY 367: SOCIETY AND IDEAS IN SHAKRSPEARE'S ENGLAND
This course wiili explcre the socia., inte.zectua. and cult
history of England in the sixteenth ana seventeenth centuries.
In particuliar, it will deal witn the interpliay between i
and social and political realities. The class will begin with a
broad survey cof English society in tne earliy modern period, and
with an outline account of the major political, religious and
economic deveiopments of the Tudor and Stuart ages. Then we
will investigate the realm of ideas, inciuding attitudes
towards science, magic and witchcraft, ut concentrating on
thoughts about scciety and government. Amongst other topics we
will discuss the Reformation, ideas of religicous toleration,
heresy and persecution, theories of absolute monarchical power,
and the advent cof popular religiocus radicalism in the decades
of the Engliish Revolution

Reguired texts:

>|

Alan G.R. Smith, The emergence of a nation state

Keith Wrightson, Engiish Society 1530-1680

David Wootton (ed.} Divine Right and Democracy

Cnristopher Hill, The Wor.d turned uosice Gown

Keitnh Thomas, Reiigion and the Dec.ine of Magic, chs.1-9,
14-18

Written assignunents:

Students taking the course for three credits will take two
mid-term exams {dates: 10/14 ang ../23) and a fina.. Students
taking the class for four credits will a.so write a term paper
or two short essays.

Schedule of readings and tovics:

dnit 1: {9/7 to 9/23) Eng.ish Society
Introduction
Social structure of early modern England
The family
The economy

Readings: Wrightson, pp.l11-148
Smith, pp.10-17, 165-187
Unit 2: {9/26 to 10/14) Society, government and ideas:

the Tudor age




Humanism, education and
The structure of
The Reformation
Tudor repellions
Cathoiics, Frotestants and Puritans

The Tivine Right of Kings ang James I

iiteracy
government

Readings: Smith, po..8 181, 1388-203, 210-18
Thomas, chs., 1-6
Wootton, pp.22-38, 91-128
Wrigntson, pD.149-221
Unit 3: (10,24 o 131/13; Ideas and societry in Stuart
England
The common -aw and contract: ideas of limited
monarchy
The English Civil War
Royallists and Tories: conservative ideology
Presoyterians and Independents
Levellers: political radicaiism in the English
Revoliution

Readings: Smi

Erastians

pp.233-374

pp.38-77, 179-211, 273-503

(12,2 toc 12/i4; Science, =nagic, witcpcraft and

radica.

religion

Radica. religion: Quaxers,

Ranters and the EZng:isn Revoliution

Millenariansim
Antichrist

Heresy., blasphemy and tolileratlion
Witchecratt
Magic
Science
Readings: Thomas, chs. 7-9, 14-18
Hill, chs.B8-18
Wootton, pp.214-271

Smith, pp.204-209



