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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

REVOLUTION AND NATIONALISM IN IRELAND 
1780 TO THE PRESENr-_____ 

"Life springs from death," cried a famous Irish rebel in 1915, "and from 
the graves of patriot men and women spring living nations." The British, 
he continued, "have left us our Fenian dead, and while Ireland holds 
these graves, Ireland unfree shall never be at peace." Since the 1790's 
Irish revolutionary nationalism has drawn much of its strength from this 
cult of the dead celebrated by Patrick Pearse in 1915. The Irish 
revolutionary tradition, however, was long denied its goal. Time after 
time, revolutionary republicanism either failed to arouse mass support, 
as in 1848, 1867, and 1916, or having done so, as in 1798, was crushed 
nevertheless. One of our objectives in this course will be to understand 
the reasons for these repeated defeats. But it was a central aspect of 
Irish nationalism that even the so-called constitutional nationalists, 
who rejected violence as the means of overthrowing British rule, were not 
without sympathy for the revolutionary tradition. We shall therefore be 
concerned to examine the succession of constitutional nationalist 
movements not only in their own right but also with an eye to the 
influence which the revolutionary tradition exercised over them. 
Finally, we will explore why it was that southern Ireland owed the degree 
of independence which it achieved in 1921-2 not to the constitutional 
variety of nationalism, dominant as it usually was, but rather to the 
violent revolutionary tradition. No doubt the triumph of 1921-2 was 
incomplete, but it was still substantial. The lesson of this triumph 
after repeated defeat is one of the things that gives such desperate 
courage to the Provisional I.R.A. today. History, as they interpret it, 
teaches them to soldier on, to endure, to suffer -- indeed, to court 
suffering -- in the unalterable conviction that some day victory will be 
theirs, theirs again. 

LECTURES 

Lectures two days per week (Tu, Th, 1:00-2:15), supplemented by weekly 
discussion meetings and/or audio-visual presentations, including films, 
slides, and music. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS 

Besides a final exam, there will be either one or two hour exams, 
depending upon the decision of the students during the first week of 
class. Those students who take the course for 4 credits will be asked to 
do a short essay (2,500 words) on some controverted issue relating to the 
subject matter of the course. 
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If the students decide to have only one hour exam plus the final, the 
grade for the course will be determined on the following basis: active 
interest and regular participation in discussion, 15 percent; hour exam, 
35 percent; final exam, 50 percent. If, on the other hand, the students 
decide to have two hour exams plus the final, a number of grading options 
will be offered, allowing students to determine, within broad limits, how 
they wish their grade for the course to be determined. 

REQUIRED READINGS 

Beckett, James C., The Making of Modern Ireland 1603-1923 (Alfred A. 
Knopf). 

Brown, Malcolm, The Politics of Irish Literature: From Thomas Davis to 
W.B. Yeats (University of Washington Press). 

Brown, Terence, Ireland: A Social and Cultural History, 1922-79 (Fontana 
paperback). 

Laffan, Michael The Partition of Ireland, 1911-1925 (Dundalgan Press 
paperback). 

McCaffrey, Lawrence, Ireland: From Colony to Nation State (Prentice-Hall 
paperback). 

Miller, Kerby A., Emigrants and Exiles (Oxford University Press 
paperback) • 

Moloney, Ed, and Andy Pollok, Paisley (Poolbeg Press paperback). 

GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE 

Week 

9/5 - 9/9 

9/12 - 9/16 

9/19 - 9/23 

9/26 - 9/30 

10/3 - 10/7 

10/10 - 10/14 

1. Eighteenth-Century Ireland 

2. The Irish Volunteers and the 
Constitution of 1782 

3. The United Irishmen, the Rebellion 
of 1798, and the Union 

4. Catholic Emancipation, Repeal, 
and Young Ireland 

5. Feniani sm 

6. The Home Rule Movement 
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10/17 - 10/21 

10/24 - 10/28 

10/31 - 11/4 

11/7 - 11/11 

11/14 - 11/18 

11/21 - 11/23 

11/28 - 12/2 

12/5 - 12/9 

12/12 - 12/16 

-3-

7. The Land War, 1879-1903 

8. The "Irishing" of Ireland: 

9. 

10. 

The Gaelic League, the Gaelic 
Athletic Association, and the 
Literary Revival 

The Home Rule Crisis: Ulster 
Blocks the Way, 1906-14 

The Easter Rising and the Sinn 
Fein Revolution, 1916-21 

11. From Free State to Republic: 
The Ascendency of DeValera 

12. Northern Ireland under Home Rule: 
Monolithic Unionism and the Siege 
Mentality 

13. From Reform to Violence: O'Neill, 
Paisley, and Civil Rights 

14. The British Army Intervenes 

15. The Extremist Game: The 
Provisional I.R.A. and 
Loyalist Vigilantes 

MR. DONNELLY 
MS. WHELAN 
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Reading Assignments 

Week Reading 

1. 9/5-9/9 Beckett, 104-205 Q!: 
McCaffrey, 1-34 

2. 9/12-9/16 Miller, 3-101 

3. 9/19-9/23 Beckett, 207-83 
Miller, 102-192 

4. 9/26-9/30 Beckett, 284-350 or 
McCaffrey, 35-73 
Brown, M., 3-ll5 
Miller, 193-344 

5. 10/3-10/7 McCaffrey, 75-96 
Brown, ll6-217 
Miller, 345-426 

6. 10/10-10/14 McCaffrey, 97-115 
Brown, 221-310 
Miller, 427-92 

7. 10/17-10/21 Brown, 311-90 
Miller, 492-568 

8. 10/24-10/28 McCaffrey, 116-135 

9. 10/31-11/4 Laffan , 1-48 
,,, 

10. 11/7-11/11 McCaffrey, 136-151 
Laffan, 49-90 

11. 11/14-11/18 McCaffrey, 152-173 
Laffan , 91-125 
Brown, T.' 13-131 

12. 11/21-11/25 Brown, 132-270 

13. 11/28-12/2 Moloney & Pollak, 7-144 

14. 12/5-12/9 Moloney & Pollak, 145-300 

15. 12/12-12/16 Moloney & Pollak, 301-440 
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Akenson , Donald H., The Irish Education Experiment : The ~:ational System of 
Education in the Nineteenth Century . London : Routledge and Kegan Paul , 
1970. 

*Barritt , Denis P., and Charles F. Carter , The Northern Ireland Problem: !::_Study 
in Group Relations . 2nd ed . London: Oxford University Press , 1972. 

Beaslai , Piaras , r1ichael Collins and the Nakinr, of ~ :--le\v Ireland . 2 vols. 
London : G. G. Harrap and Co ., 1926 . 

Beckett , J.C., and R. E. Glasscock, ed ., Belfast : The Origin and GroHth .2!_ an 
Industrial City . London : British Broadcasting Corporation, 1967. 

*Bell, J. Bowyer , The Secret Army: ! History of the IRA , 1915-1970. London: 
Anthony Blond , 1970. 

Bew , Paul , Land and the National Question in Ireland , 1858-82 . Dublin: Gill 
and Macmillan , 1978. 

Bolton, Geoffrey C., The Passing of the Irish Act .2!_ Union: !::_ Study in 
Parliamentary Politics. London : Oxford University Press , 1966 . 

*Boulton, David, The UVF, 1966-73: An Anatomy of Loyalist Rebellion . Dublin: 
Gill and Macmillan , 1973. 

Bowen , Desmond, The Protestant Crusade in I reland, 1800-70 : ! Study of 
Protestant - Catholic Relations between the Act of Union and - ----- --Disestablishment . Dublin : Gill and Hacmillan , 1978. 

Boyce , D. G. , Englishmen and Irish Troubles: British Public Opinion and the 
Making of Irish Policy , 1918- 22 . Cambridge, Hass ., H. I. T. Press, 1972. 

*Boyle , Kevin, Tom Hadden , and Paddy Hillyard , LaH and State: 
Northern Ireland. London : Martin Robert~,-r975 . 

The Case of 

BroHn , Thomas N., Irish- American Nationalism , 1870-1890. Philadelphia : J . B. 
Lippincott , 1966 . 

Buckland , Patrick, Irish Unionism, One: The Anglo-Irish and the New Ireland , 
1885-1922 . Dublin : Gill and Macmillan , 1972 . 

----:-:---:-----:--.' Irish Unionism , Two: Ulster Unionism and the Origins of 
Nor thern Ireland , 1886- 1922 . Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 1973. 

Budge , Ian , and Cornelius O' Leary, Belfast : 
Belfast Politics , 1613-1970. London : 

Approach to Crisis , ! Study of 
Macmillan , 1973 . 

t.<Clarkson , J . Dunsmore, Labour and Nationalism in Ireland. New York : Columbia 
University Press , 1925 . 
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':<Coffey , Thomas M., Agony at Easter: The 1916 Irish Uprising . New York : 
~~cmillan Company , 1969 . 

Connell , K. H., The Population £f Ireland, 1750-1845 . Oxford: Clarendon Press , 
1950 . 

Coogan, Tim Pat, Ireland since the Ris ing . London : Pall ~1all Press , 1966. 

--------• The I. R.A . ~!eH York: Praeger, 1970 . 

Corfe , Tom , The Phoenix Park :·!urders: Conflict , Com promise and Tragedy in 
Ireland-;-1879- 1882 .--c0ndon: !-fodder and Stoughton, 1968 . 

*Corkery , Daniel , The Hidden I reland: A. Study of Gaelic ~!unster in the 
Eighteenth Century. Dublin : Gill and ~1acmillan reprint, 1967. 

*Crawford , W. H., and B. Trainor , ed . , Aspects of I r ish Social History, 1750- 1800. 
Belfast: H.H. S. O., 1969 . 

""Cullen, L.H., ed ., The Format ion of the I r ish Economy. Cork: Nercier Press , 
1968 . 

* , Six Generations : 
---~1-e_r_c_i_e_r Press , 1970. 

Life and Work in Ireland from 1790. -- - - --- - - --- --- Cork: 

Curtis, L. P., Jr. , Coercion and Conciliation in Ireland , 1880- 1892: A. Study in 
Conser vative Unionism. Princeton: Princeton IY~iversity Press, 1963. 

--~~-~--=' Anglo- Saxons and Celts: A Study of Anti - Irish Prejudice in 
Victorian England . Bridgeport , Conn . : Conference on British Studies , 
1968 . 

---------' Apes and Angels : The Irishman in Victorian Caricature . 
\vashington, D.C. : Smithsonian Institution Press , 1971 . 

Darby , John , Conflict in Northern Ireland : The Development of a Polarised 
Community. Dublin : Gill and Macmillan , 1976 . 

>:<De Freine , Sean , The Great Silence : The Study of ~ Relationship bet\veen 
Language andNationality. 2nd ecr:- Dublin and Cork: Hercier Press , 1978. 

*de Paor , Liam , Divided Ulster . 2nd ed . !Iarmondsworth , Middlesex: Penguin 
Books , 1972 • 

*Dillon , Martin , and Denis Lehane , Political Murder in ~orthern Ireland . 
Harmondswor th: Penguin Books, 1973. 

*Donnelly , James S., Jr ., Landlord and Tenant in Nineteenth- Century Ireland . 
Dublin: Gill and Hacmillan , 1973. 

--"""""---=-----------• The Land and the People of Nineteenth- Century Cork : 
The Rural Economy and the Land Question . London: Routledge and Kegan 
Paul , 1975 . 
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Ed\vards , CAven Dudley, and Fergus Pyle , ed. , 1916: The Easter Rising . London: 
~~cGibbon and Kee , 1968. 

Edwards, R. Dudley, and T. Desmond Williams , ed ., The Great Fa~ine : Studies in 
Irish History , 1845-52 . New York : Ne\v York University Press , 1957 . 

>:'Edwards, Ruth Dudley , Patrick Pearse : The Triumph of Failure . London , Faber 
and Faber , 1979. 

Fanning, Ronan , The Irish Department of Finance, 1922-58. Dublin : Institute of 
Public Administration, 1978 . 

Farrell , ~1ichael , Northern Ireland: The Orange State . London: Pluto Press , 
1976 . 

Fields , Rona H., Society under Siege: _!Psychology of Northern Ireland . 
Philadelphia : Temple University Press , 1977. 

*Fitzgerald , Garret, Towards~ ~!ew Ireland. London : Charles Knight , 1972. 

Fitzpatrick , David , Politics and Irish Life , 1913-21: Provincial Experience of 
Har and Revolution . Dublin : Gill and Hacmillan, 1977 . 

*Forester, ~fargery, ~1ichael Collins : The Lost Leader . ----- London: Sidgwick and 
Jackson , 1971. 

Foster , R. F., Charles Stewart Parnell: The ~!an and ''is Family . Atlantic 
Highlands , N. J .: Humanities Press , 1976. 

Gibbon , Peter , The Origins of Ulster Unionism : The Formation of Popular 
Protestant Politics and Ideology in Nineteenth-Century Ireland . 
:·lanchester: ~·fanchester University Press, 1975. 

Greaves , C. Desmond , The Life and Times of James Connolly . London: Lawrence 
and \hshart' 196-r:- -- --

*----~~~---------' The Irish Crisis. New York: International Publishers , 
1972. 

*Hachey, Thomas E., Britain and Irish Separatism: From the Fenians to the Free 
State , 1867-1922. Chicago : Rand ~ld!ally , 19-=;=;-:-- -- ------

Hammond , J .L., Gladstone and the Irish Nation . London: Longmans , 1938. 

Harkness , D.W., The Restless Dominion : 
Commonwealth of Nations, 1921-31. 
1970 . 

The Irish Free State and the British 
New York: New York University Press , 

Hayes , Richard , The Last Invasion of Ireland : 1.-Jhen Connacht Rose . Dublin: 
~! . II . Gill and S~1937 . 

Henry , Robert Hitchell , The Evolution of Sinn Fein . London : T. Fisher Unwin , 
1920. 
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Heyck , Thomas William , The Dimensions of British Radicalism : The Case of 
Ireland , 1874- 95 . Urbana : University of Illinois Press ,-r97~--

Holt , Edgar C. , Protest in Arms : The Irish Troubles , 1916-23 . London : Putnam, 
1960. 

Hurst, Michael, Parnell and Irish Nationalism . London : Routledge and Kegan 
Paul , 1968 . 

Hyde , H . t1., Carson: The Life of Sir Edward Carson , Lord Carson of Duncairn . 
London : \villiam Hei~n~ 1953. 

Inglis , Brian , Roger Casement. ~·lew York : Harcourt Brace Javanovich, 1974. 

Isles , K.S., and Norman Cuthbert , An Economic Survey of Northern Ireland . 
Belfast: II .H. S. O., 1957. 

Jacob , Rosamond, The Rise of the United Irishmen , 1791- 94 . London: G. G. 
Harrap , 1937 . 

Johnston , Edith ~1. , Great Britain and Ireland , 1760-1800: ! Study in Political 
Administration . Edinbur gh : Oliver and Boyd , 1963. 

* , Ireland in the Eighteenth Century. Dublin : Gill and 
Macmillan , 1974. 

Jones , Thomas , Whitehall Diary , Volume III : Ireland, 1918-1925. London : 
Oxford University Press , 1971 . 

*Kee, Robert, The Green Flag . London : \o.'eidenfeld and Nicolson , 1972 . 

*Larkin , Emmet , James Larkin , Irish Labour Leader, 1876-1947. Cambridge, ~·lass .: 
M. I . T. Press , 1965 . 

* , The Roman Catholic Church and the Creation of the Modern Irish 
State , 187a:f886 . Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society , 1975. 

Lawrence, Reginald J ., The Government of Northern Ireland: Public Finance and 
Public Services , 1921-1964 . Oxford : Clarendon Press , 1965. 

Lecky , W. E. H. , History of Ireland in the Eighteenth Century . 5 vols . London: 
Longmans , 1892. 

*Lee , Joseph, The t1odernisation of Irish Society, 1848- 1918. Dublin : Gill and 
Hacmillan , 1973. 

Loftus , Richard J ., Nationalism in Modern Anglo-Irish Poetry . Madison: 
University of \o/isconsin Press, 1964. 

*London Sunday Times Insight Team , Northern Ireland : ! Re port ~ the Conflict . 
New York : Random House, 1972. 
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Lyons, F.S . L., The Fa11.2f Parnell , 1890-91. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul , 
1960. 

----~~~--· John Dillon: ~Biography . London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 
1968. 

Ireland since the Famine . New York: Charles Scribner's Sons , 
1971. 

, Charles Stewart Parnell. New York: Oxford University Press , 
- ---:-1"'='9=77=-.---

>!<~1acardle, Dorothy, The Irish Republic. London: Victor Gollancz , 1937. 

*NacDermot, Frank, Theobald Holfe Tone: ~Biographical Study . London: 
~~cmillan and Co., 1939. 

>!<~1acDonagh , Oliver, I reland: The Union and Its Aftermath. Rev. ed. London: 
George Allen and Unwin, 1977. 

>lcDowell , R. B., Public Opinion and Government Policy in Ireland , 1801-46. 
London: Faber and Faber, 1952 . 

----~~~~=' The Irish Convention , 1917-18. London: Routledge and Kegan 
Paul , 1970. 

Macintyre , Angus, The Liberator: Daniel O'Connell and the Irish Party, 
1830-1847 . London: Hamish Hamilton , 1965 . 

Nad1anus, Frank, ed . , The Years of the Great Test, 1926-39. Cork: Hercier 
Press, 1967. 

*~acmanus, H. J ., ed . , Thomas Davis and Young Ireland . Dublin: Stationery 
Off ice, 19Lf5 . 

~1alcomson , A. P. H. , John Foster: The Politics of the Anglo-Irish Ascendency. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1978. 

Mansergh, Nicholas, The Irish Question, 1840-1921. Rev . ed. London: George 
Allen and Unwin , 1965. 

Martin, F. X., ed., Leaders and Men of the Easter Rising: Dublin 1916. Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 1967-.----

Miller , David W., Church , State and Nation in Ireland , 1898- 1921 . Dublin: Gill 
and Macmillan , 1973. 

Miller , David ~·1 . , Queen 's Rebels: Ulster Loyalism in Historical Perspective. 
Dublin: Gill and ~!acmillan, 1978. 

*Moody , T. W. , and J.C. Beckett, ed . , Ulster since 1800: A Social Survey. 
London: British Broadcasting Corporation, 1957 . 
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>:'Hoody, T.'.~ •• and J . C. J3eckett, ed. , Ulster since 1800 : A Political and Economic 
Survey. London: British Broadcasting Corporation,-1955 . 

*Noody, T.\~., ed., The Fenian \]ovement. Cork : ~lercier Press , 1968. 

~­... The Ulster Question, 1603-1973. Corle ;·!ercier Press , 1974 . 

,~~lurphy, John A., Ireland in the T\.,rentieth Century. Dublin : Gill and ~1acmillan , 

1975. 

>:<~fee son , Eoin , The Civil Har in Ireland , 1922-1923 . Rev . ed. Cork : ~lercier 
Press , 1969 . 

Norman, E. R., The Catholic Church and Ireland in the Age of Rebellion, 
1859-1873. London : Longmans, Green , 1965. 

Nowlan , Kevin B. , The Politics of Repeal: ! Study in the Relations between 
Great Britain and Ireland , 1841-50. London : Routledge and Kegan Paul , 
1965 . 

Nowlan , Kevin B., and T. Desmond Williams, ed . , Ireland in the War Years and 
After , 1939- 51. Dublin: Gill and ~1acmillan , 1969.- ---- --

O'Brien, Conor Cruise , Parnell and His Party, 1880-90. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1964. 

*0 ' Brien , Conor Cruise, ed ., The Shaping of Hodern In., land. London: Routledge 
and Kegan Paul , 1960 . 

O' Brien, Joseph V., Hilliam O' Brien and the Course of Irish Politics, 1881-1918. 
Berkeley: University of California Press , 1976 . 

/ 

>o'<Q Broin, Leon , Dublin Castle and the 1916 Rising: The Story of Sir Hatthew 
Nathan . Dublin: Helicon , 1966. 

---::---:--~' Fenian Fever : An Anglo-American Dilemma . 1\Je"' York : Ne"' York 
University Press , 1971 . 

O' Connell, t1aurice, Irish Politics and Social Conflict in the Age of the 
American Revolution. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1965 . 

---~~~~~~-· ed ., The Correspondence of Daniel O'Connell . 
(1792- 1847). Shannon : Irish University Press , and Dublin : 
Press , 1972-80. 

8 vols . 
RlackHater 

O'Day , Alan, The English Face of Irish Nationalism: Parnellite Involvement in 
British Politics , 1880- 86 . Dublin: Gill and Macmillan , 1977. 

O'Farrell, Patrick , Ireland's English Question: Anglo-Irish Relations , 
1534-1970. ~e"' York : Schocken Books , 1971 . 

England and Ireland since 1800. London: Oxford University 
Press, 1975. 
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O' Neill , Thomas F., and Earl of Longford , Eamon De Valera . London : !-futchinson , 
1970. 

/ / 

*0 Tuathaigh , Gearoid, Ireland before the Famine , 1798-1848. Dublin: Gill and 
Hacmillan , 1972. 

*Pakenham, Frank (Lord Longford) , Peace EY Ordeal : An Account, from First-Hand 
Sources , of the Negotiation and Signature of the Anglo-Irish Treaty , 1921. 
2nd rev. ed. London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1962 . 

*Pakenham, Thomas , The Year of Liberty : The Story of the Great Irish Rebellion 
of 1798. London : Hodder and Stoughton , 1969 . 

Phillips , Halter A. , The Revolution in Ireland, 1906-1923 . 2nd ed . London: 
Long mans, 1926. 

Reynolds, James , The Catholic Emancipation Crisis in Ireland, 1823-1829. New 
Haven: Yale University Press , 1956 . 

Rogers , Patrick , The Irish Volunteers and Catholic Emancipation, 1778-1793. 
London : Burns , Oates , 1934 . 

Rose , Richard, Governing Without Consensus : An Irish Perspective. London: 
Faber and Faber, 1971 . 

*-----------' Northern Ireland: A Time of Choice . London : ~!acmillan , 1976. 

Rumpf, E., and A. C. Hepburn , Nationalism and Socialism in T\ventieth-Century 
Ireland. Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 1977. 

Ryan, Desmond, The Phoenix FlaMe: ~Study of Fenianism and John Devoy. London: 
Arthur Barker, 1937. 

------~~--' The Fenian Chief : ~Biography of James Stephens . Dublin : Gill 
and Sons , 1967 . 

Senior, Hereward, Orangeism in Ireland and Great Britain , 1795-1836. London : 
Routledge and Kegan Paul , 1966. 

Shearman, Hugh, Not an Inch : A Study of Northern Ireland and Lord Craigavon. 
London: Faber and Faber ,-1942. 

Solow , Barbara Lewis , The Land Question and the I rish Economy , 1870-1903. 
Cambr idge , Mass.:~arvard Universi~Press, 1971 . 

Steele , E. D., Irish Land and British Politics: Tenant-right and Nationality, 
1865-1870. London: Cambridge University Press , 1974. 

*Stewart , A.T.Q. , The Ulster Crisis . London: Faber and Faber , 1967 . 

-----=~----~=' The Narrow Ground: Aspects £[Ulster , 1609-1969. London : 
Faber and Faber, 1977. 
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Strauss , Eric , Irish Nationalism and British Democracy . New York: Columbia 
University Press , 1951 . ---

*Thompson , Hilliam Irwin , The Imagination of ~ Insurrection : Dublin , Easter 
1916. London : Oxford University Press , 1967 . 

Thornley , David, Isaac Butt and Home Rule . London: llacGibbon and Kee , 1964 . 

Townsend , Charles , The British Carnp~ign in Ireland , 1919- 1921: The Development 
of Political and tlilitary Policies . Ne,., York : Oxford University Press, 
1975. 

*Van Voris, Jacqueline , Constance de ~~rkievicz : In the Cause of Ireland . 
Amherst : University of Nassachusetts Press , l96 7. -

\vhite , Terence de Vere, Kevin O' Higgins . London : ~·lethuen , 1948 . 

Whyte , J.H ., Church and State in Modern Ireland, 1921-1970. Dublin: Gill and 
1-lacmillan, 1971-. - -

•:<Younger , Cal ton, Ireland ' s Civil Har . London : Fontana Books , 1970. 

Zimmermann , Georges-Denis , Songs of Irish Rebellion : Political Street Ballads 
and Rebel Songs , 1780- 1900. -oublin: Allen Figgis , 1967. 

*Paperback 



SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF IRISH HISTORY 

Synopsis 

I. Before 1800 

II. Since 1800 
a. Politics, 1800-1914 
b. Politics since 1914 
c. Economic, Social, and Cultural History 

III. Two Textbooks 

I. Before 1800 

Corish, P.J., The Catholic Community in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth 
Centuries. Dublin: Helicon, 1981. An excellent synthesis, harvesting much recent 
scholarship. 

Cullen, L.M., Anglo-Irish Trade, 1660-1800. Manchester: Manchester University 
Press, 1968. Perhaps the best work of Ireland's most distinguished economic 
historian; much broader than its title might suggest. 

Cullen, L.M., The Emergence of Modern Ireland, 1600-1900. London: Batsford, 
1981. A stimulating collection of related essays dealing with social, economic, and 
political topics; breaks much fresh ground; full of valuable insights. 

Elliott, Marianne, Partners in Revolution: The United Irishmen and France. New 
Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1982. Prize-winning study of the 
origins, early growth, and temporary eclipse of Irish revolutionary republican­
ism; gracefully written and steeped in the sources; especially valuable on the 
French dimensions of the United Irish movement before and after 1800. 

Lecky, W.E.H., A History of Ireland in the Eighteenth Century. New ed. 5 vols. 
London: Longmans, Green, 1892. Still essential reading for all those concerned 
with the eighteenth century. A one-volume abridgement, edited by L.P. Curtis, 
Jr., is available (Chicago: University of Chicago Press). 

Lydon, J.F., The Lordship of Ireland in the Middle Ages. Dublin: Gill and Mac­
millan, 1972. No other book attempting to deal with medieval Ireland has similar 
breadth and scope; yet mainly a work of interpretation rather than description. 

Mac Niocaill, Gear6id, Ireland before the Vikings. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 
1972. An excellent survey. 

Moody, T. w., F.X. Martin, and F.J. Byrne, eds., A New History of Ireland, Vol. 
III: Early Modern Ireland, 1534-1691. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1976. Much of 
what is known, and worth knowing, about early modern Ireland can be found in this 
rich volume, the first to appear in a grand project of collectiv~ scholarly labor. All 
major aspects of the history of the period are treated, each by an expert. 
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Nicholls, K. w., Gaelic and Gaelicized Ireland in the Middle Ages. Dublin: Gill and 
Macmillan, 1972. The first coherent account of the society, laws, and institutions 
that lay beyond the reach of the Dublin government; a work of considerable 
erudition in a neglected field. 

6 Corrain, Donncha, Ireland before the Normans. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 
1972. An excellent brief survey. 

6 Cufv, Brian, ed., Seven Centuries of Irish Learning, 1000-1700. Dublin: 
Stationery Office, 1961. A very useful collection. 

Perceval-Ma.xwell, Michael, The Scottish Migration to Ulster in the Reign of 
James I. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1973. The standard work on a 
movement that changed the face of Ulster and the course of Irish history. 

II. Since 1800 

a. Politics, 1800-1914 

Brown, Malcolm, The Politics of Irish Literature: From Thomas Davis to W.B. 
Yeats. Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1972. Much more politics than 
literature; especially good on the Young Ire landers and the Fenians; a literary 
gem of great scope and insight. 

Garvin, Tom, The Evolution of Irish Nationalist Poll tics. New York: Holmes and 
Meier, 1981. A pioneering study of popular Irish nationalism and of nationalist 
political organization since the late eighteenth century; a wholesome blend of 
theory and solid research. 

Kee, Robert, The Green Flag. London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1972. Vivid, 
highly readable survey of political nationalism from the 1790s to the early 1920s, 
by the distinguished journalist who gave us "Ireland: A Television History." 

Lyons, F.S.L., Charles Stewart Parnell. New York: Oxford University Press, 1977. 
Incomparably the best biography, personal and political, of this great nationalist 
~ad~. · 

Macintyre, Angus, The Liberator: Daniel O'Connell and the Irish Party, 1830-1847. 
London: Hamish Hamilton, 1965. Unrivalled study of O'Connellite politics after 
Catholic Emancipation in 1829. 

Moody, T. w. , Davitt and Irish Revolution, 1846-82. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1981. Magisterial life of Michael Davitt, the Fenian revolutionary and agrarian 
agitator who founded the Land League, by a great historian. 
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b. Politics since 1914 

Bell, J.B., The Secret Army: A History of the IRA, 1916-1970. London: Anthony 
Blond, 1970. Balanced, readable, and better organized than its chief competitor, 
Tim Pat Coogan's The I.R.A. (1970). 

Bowman, John, De Valera and the Ulster Question, 1917-1973. Oxford: Clarendon 
Press, 1982. Prize-winning study of De Valera's consistently unhelpful northern 
policies; essential for understanding the current stance of Fianna Fail. 

Chubb, Basil, The Government and Poll tics of Ireland. 2nd ed. Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1982. The classic exposition of the structure and workings of the 
Irish political system since 1921. 

Edwards, Ruth Dudley, Patrick Pearse: The Triumph of Failure. London: Victor 
Gollancz, 1977. Richly illuminating biography of the Irish-language enthusiast, 
educationist, and messianic revolutionary who elevated the notion of "blood 
sacrifice" into the raison ~·~tre of the 1916 Easter Rising. 

Fitzpatrick, David, Politics and Irish Life, 1913-1921: Provincial Experience of 
War and Revolution. Dublin: Gill and Macmillan, 1977. The only book that really 
explains how and why mill tant and increasingly republican nationalism superseded 
the long dominant creed of Home Rule in Irish political organizations; essential for 
understanding the Irish war for independence. 

Longford, Earl of (Frank Pakenham), Peace by Ordeal. New ed. London: Sidgwick 
and Jackson, 1972, originally published 1935. The clas::;ic account of the negoti­
ations that led to the Anglo-Irish treaty of December 1921, under which the 
26-county Irish Free State became a self -governing dominion. 

O'Malley, Padraig, The Uncivil Wars: Ireland Today. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1983. Indisputably the best book about the contemporary Northern Ireland 
crisis; exposes the myths and dubious assumptions of all parties to the con­
flict; dispassionate, hard-headed, and free of preconceived opinions -- a brilliant 
study. 

Whyte, J.H., Church and State in Modern Ireland, 1923-79. 2nd ed. Dublin: Gill 
and Macmillan, 1984. The classic work on the political influence of the Catholic 
church; takes the measure of the church's power without exaggerating it, as 
numerous writers have done. 

c. Economic, Social, and Cultural History 

Areru:;berg, C.M., and S.T. Kimball, Fami~ and Community in Ireland. 2nd ed. 
Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 168. A clas::;ic anthropological study, 
based on research in County Clare during the 1930s. 

Brown, Terence, Ireland: A Social and Cultural History, 1922-79. London: Fon­
tana, 1981. No other book provides as full an understanding of material and 
cultural changes in Ireland since independence; especially valuable on literary 
reflectioru:; of the conflict between stasis and change. 
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Clark, Samuel, Social Origins of the Irish Land War. Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 1979. The best study of the Land War of 1879-82, which initiated 
the ending of landlordism, and a social history of Irish rural and small-town life in 
the nineteenth century besides. 

Connolly, S.J., Priests and People in Pre-Famine Ireland, 1780-1845. Dublin: Gill 
and Macmillan, 1982. The most important book in Irish ecclesiastical history in 
many years; shows how wide was the cultural gulf between the Catholic clergy and 
their often nominal parishioners; also shows that sexual repression was not a 
characteristic of pre-Famine society. 

Connell, K.H., The Po ulation of Ireland, 1750-1845. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 
1950. The classic and now controversial account of the dynamics of the Irish 
population explosion that preceded the Great Famine; still 'must11 reading in spite 
of recent criticisms. 

Daly, M.E., Social and Economic History of Ireland since 1800. Dublin: Educa­
tional Company of Ireland, 1981. Balance, clarity, and insightfulness make this 
book the best short treatment of the subject. 

Donnelly, J.S., Jr., The Land and the People of Nineteenth-Century Cork: The 
Rural Economy and the Land Question. London and Boston: Routledge and Kegan 
Paul, 1975. Prize-winning study of the transformation in Irish agriculture and rural 
social relations, as seen from the perspective of Ireland's largest county; revises 
long-established views about the mercenary character of Irish landlordism after 
1850. 

Edwards, R.D., and T.D. Williams, eds., The Great Famine: Studies in Irish History, 
1845-52. Dublin: Browne and Nolan, 1956. A landmark in Irish historical studies; 
more comprehensive and judicious, but allio more diffuse and less readable than 
that best seller, Cecil Woodham -Smith's The Great Hunger (1962). 

Evan::;, E.E., Irish Folk Ways. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1957. The finest 
example of the work of Ireland's foremost cultural geographer. 

Larkin, Emmet, The Making of the Roman Catholic Church in Ireland, 1850-1860. 
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1980. Part of a historiographical 
monument, a multi-volume history of the Catholic church in nineteenth-century 
Ireland, this particular volume deals with the great reorganization under Arch­
bishop Paul Cullen. 

Schrier, Arnold, Ireland and the American Emigration, 1850-1900. Minneapo­
lis: University of Minnesota Press, 1958. Still the best account of the great 
post-Famine exodus which powerfully affected so many aspects of Irish life. 

Woodham -Smith, Cecil, The Great Hunger: Ireland, 1845-9. London: Ham ish 
Hamilton, 1962. An indispensable book written in a compelling style; argues that 
laissez-faire economic doctrines largely explain the inadequacy of British relief 
measures; not comprehensive, not always reliable, but still essential reading. 
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III. Two Textbooks 

6 Tuathaigh, Gear6id, Ireland before the Famine, 1798-1848. Dublin: Gill and 
Macmillan, 1972. By far the most comprehensive and reliable general work on 
early nineteenth-century Ireland; suitable for the specialist and nonspecialist 
alike. 

Lyons, F.S.L., Ireland since the Famine. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1971. 
The magisterial work of a great historian; better for political and cultural than for 
social and economic history, but offering more solid fare than any five compe­
titors. 
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