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COURSE DESCRIPTTO

-

: The course covers French history from the end of the Civil Wars to the death of

o Louis XIVe-roughly 1580 to 1715. Traditionally, historians have arguel that during

N this period there emerged a "modern" and "orderly"™ state, characteriszed by cantralized

f authofity, rmore efficient local edministration, more sophisticated commarcial acsivities,

and a secular outlook on tho world. “ore recently, historians have opoin%tel to the

long-term stagnat’ n in the economy, in methods of production, and in life~-styles,

mentalities, and cial realationships among the mass of the populaticn. Tt iz also

: becoming clear th tre power of France®s "absolute™ monarchs was limited no% only by

poor communications and local lovamlties but alsc by certain "constitutional” rights

of individuals and groups within the society. Therofore, the course will concentrats on

oxploring the tensions and coniradictions of the period: tralitional vs. sscular idsas;

reginnalism vs. centralization; economic and social starna*ion vse political ani intellsec~

tual innovation; disorder vs. order {and the maaning of these terms for Frencrmen of

the poriodj. I hope that the students will learn to distineiisn betwzen dav-to-day

! political events end thelr context, the long-term, stahle institutiosns end ideas which

. detormine the meaning of the cholces available to individuais. Yeoreovor, since the
elemantary fact about seventeenth~century France is that a hure, gencrally poor, tradi-
tional-minded peasant base supported a small bu% bitterly divided 2lite, we will concen-
trate heavily on the relotionshiv hetween social con®lict and politi~sl and ideolorical

! structures,

LECTURES

3 per week, rather informal and allowing for frequent oven ~lass discussion. I hopose to
gubstitute movies for & fow of the loactures.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS ~nd EXAMS Thora will certeinly be n hriof map-aquir andl a taka-home,
oggay-type final. am undecided now sabout othar assignments. Posaibilitiza include:
1) a vory short weekly report; 2) traditional 6- and 12-weex exams; 3) s short paper on

an individualized topics I will discuss these options with situdents at tha beginnine
of the course.

GRADING SYSTEM S1 lents will be graded on the! demonstratei ability to ask historiral

questions and to suggest answoers bv using the readings and lecture muterials

-

REQUIRED READINGS 5 brief genaral text: W.E. Brown, Tha Tirst Rourhon Contury. Threo
booka dealineg largn with social structnre anl soninl annfiict: Axmlovﬁﬂuion santry in
tho 014 Ropimo; kan 's Parina in the A.» of Absolutiem: Soubert's Louls XIV un¥”36 o
¥WIT17on Frenchmen; .. :olTaction of documents on rrench nolitisal thougrhty Chureh¥s Iqﬂact
of Absolutlsm on Frunce; four readings on Froench moral, ethicnl, and sncial idens T
Fascal's Provincial Letters, SﬂVﬂnt enth century French Wrama, Montesquieu's De slan
Tatters, and PFenichc 's Man and Fthlus. Also, probnhly, 2 fow articles (on resarval, and
sume optloual reser'  reading.




