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COURSE NO I 

350 

THE UNIVERS I TY OF WIS CONSIN 
Department o f Hi s tory 

SE:ME STE R Fa 11 YEAR '74 

COURSE TITLE 

Seventeenth-Century France 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

INSTRUCTOR 

Anglim 

The course covers French history from the end of the Civil Wars to the death of 
Louis XIV--roughly 1580 to 1715·. 'Traditionally, historians have argued that during 
this period there emerged a "modern" and "orderly" state, characterifed by centralized 
authority, more efficient local administration, more sophisticated comm~rcial activities, 
and a secular outlook on the world. ~ore recently, historians have pointed to the 
long-term stagnation in the economy, in methods of production, and in life-styles, 
mentalities, and social relationships among the mass of the population. It is also 
becoming clear that the power of France's "absolute" ~onarchs was limited not only by 
poor communications and local loyalties but also by certain "constitutional" rights 
of individuals and groups within thA society. Therefore, the course will concentrate on 
exploring the tensions and contradictions of the periodt traditional vs. secular ideas; 
regionalism vs. centralization; economic and social sta f nation vs. political and intellec­
tual innovation; disorder vs. orjer (and the maaning of these terms for ?rencs~en of 
the period). I hope that the students will learn to distingu ish between da:1-to-day 
political events and their context, the long-term, stable institutions and ideas which 
determine the meaning of the choices available to individuals. Mo:eovor, since tho 
elementary fact about seventeenth-century France is that a hu~e , &ene rnlly poor, tradi­
tional-minded peasant base supported a small but bitterly divided elite, we will concen­
trate heavily on the r elationship between social conflict and politi ca l and ijeolo ~ ical 

structures. 

LECTURES 

3 per week, rather informal and all owing f or frequent ooen class discussion. I hope to 
substitute movien for a fow of the lectures. 

WRlTTgN ASSIGNMf~NTS and EXAM~; Thor·, •~Ill certujnly bon l11·iof mnp-qnir. nnd o ttlkc•-h<·nrw, 
esea.y-type final. I e.m undecided now &bout; othRr assi~?;nmtmtg. Pos~1ibilitit~s includo: 
1) a very short weekly report; 2) traditional 6- and 12-week exams: 3) a short paper on 
an individualized topi c . I will discuss these options with students at the beginning 
of the course. 

GRADING SYSTEM Student s will be g;:-aded on their demonstra~ed ability to ask historical 
questions and to suggest answers by using the readings and le~tu:e ~hterials. 

REQUIRED READINGS A brief general text: W.E. Brown, Thf! First 8our}jon Century. Threu 
bookA dealing larr.;ol,v with social "tJ·u~tll'"f'l l'.ln' l sociAl~o;ifiTct7'-·Wo loeh, ron~rmtry in 
tho Ol!i Regime; ltanum'a Puris in the Ar' '' of Ahoolutiem; Gouhtwt's Louis Xx"V_a.nd~O 
mTli ~:! Franc~; a colre:crronor:crocwnents on r rencl1 poll t1 r;nl thought :Church rs ~~~ 
of Absolutism on France; four rnAdln)l:S on French moral, ethico.l, And social idoas~ 
Pasoal 1 s PrOVincial Letters, Seventeentl~. con turl French Drama, Montesquieu' s Persian 
Letters, and Penichou Is Man and Ethics. Also, probnbly. a few art ) cl OS (on reser;;;r; and 
s ome optional reserve reading:-


