
History 349 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
Department of History 

Four week Session 
June 17-July 14 1991 

Contemporary France: 1880 to the Present Mr. Gargan 

The social, political and intellectual history of France is followed from the 
firm establishment of the Third Republic to the present. An effort is made to 
relate the structural features of French society to the long-range secular trends 
that have shaped the nation's history. Critical moments such as World War I, the 
Congress of Tours, the Popular Front, the creation of the Fourth and Fifth 
Republics, the events of 1968, the Socialist victory of May-June 1981, and the 
years of the Socialist government 1981-1986 are analyzed at some length. 
Similarly, attention is given to the legislative victory of the Right in March 
1986 and to the legislative and presidential elections of 1988. In 1989 the 
bicentennial of the French Revolution invited new consideration of the 
revolutionary heritage, its heirs and the disinherited in French society in the 
two hundred years since 1789. This reflection and France's plans to participate 
in the further unification of Europe in 1992 will command our attention. 

LECTURES AND DISCUSSION 

Five lectures each week. A part of each 2 hour class time will be devoted to a 
discussion of the assigned fiction. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS 

A brief essay commenting on the book we read each h'eek is required. Active 
participation in the discussion of the readings is indispensible for survival. 

GRADING SYSTEM 

Contribution to the weekly discussion 75%; Final examination essay 25%. 

REQUIRED READINGS: All paperbound books 

Wright, Gordon. France in Modern Times (4th or 3rd edit., 1981}, W.W. Norton. 
Celine, Louis-Ferdinand. Journey to the End of the Night. NDP84 New Directions 
Berger, John, Pig Earth. Pantheon. 
Sartre, Jean-Paul. The Wall, NDP 272. New Directions 



HISTORY 349 
Contemporary France 

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
Department of History 
Semester II, 1987-88 

FINAL EXAMINATION E. T. Gargan 
May 4, 1987 

Please answer two (2) questions. Please return your examination to my office 
(4227 Humanities) on Wednesday May ll, between 2:45 and 4:45 . If you would 
feel more comfortable answering three (3) questions, please do so. 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: On May ll, please return, with your final examination, 
the papers you wrote this term on the readings. Please put your papers in a 
folder. 

1. The changes in France's demographic history since 1945 have been described 
as "revolutionary" when compared to the period 1880 to 1940. How do you 
understand these changes? 

· 2. The changes in France's regional history since 1945 have been characterized 
as "revolutionary" when compared to the nation's regional experience in the 
years 1880 to 1940. What were these changes and what is the historical 
significance oj this new situation? 

3. Why may the changes in France's rural and agricultural history since 1945 
be considered "revolutionary"? 

4. What is your understanding of the social distances between the classes in 
France of the 1980s compared to their respective situations in the years 
1880 to 1940? 

5. How do you understand the shared experiences of the French today with regard 
to the family, attitudes toward death, religion, superstitions, fears, and 
dreams? 

6. What is the historical sig~ificance of Surrealism 1n the cultural history 
of France? 

7 . Whe~ do eve~ts matter as distinct from longue duree historical trends? 
Illustrate their significance by discussing one of the followi~g "events": 
February 6, 1934, Vichy France, May 1968. 

8. Compare the docume~tary and interpretative historical importance of t~o of 
the novels we read this term. Sartre's The Childhood of a Leader is to be 
considered as a novel. 

9. Discuss the merit and limits of the following judgment about The Second Sex: 
"In the 1970's it was used as a starting point in the women's movement and i n 
conscious-raising groups. ·rt is read differently in the 1980s. Today., for a 
younger generation, it is criticised as pessimistic and without any clear 
direccion for liberation." Judich Okely, Simone de Beavoir, p. 51.. 

\ 

\ 
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
Department of History 
Semester II, 1990-91 

Contemporary France: 1880 to the Present r. Gargan 

The social, political and intellectual history of France is f. llowed from the 
firm establ1 hment of the Third Republic to the present. An effort is made to 
relate the st ctural features of French society to the long- ange secular trends 
that have shap the nation's history. Critical moments s has World War I, the 
Congress of To s, the Popular Front, the creation of the Fourth and Fifth 
Republics, the e ents of 1968, the Socialist victory o May-June 1981, and the 
years of the So ·alist government 1981-1986 are alyzed at some length . 
Similarly, attenti is given to the legislative vi tory of the Right in March 
1986 and to the leg ·slative and presidential ele ions of 1988. In 1989 the 
bicentennial of the French Revolution invit new consideration of the 
revoluti onary heritage its heirs and the disin erited in French society in the 
two hundred years since 789. This reflection nd France's plans to participate 
in the further unificati of Europe in 199 will command our attention. 

LECTURES AND DISCUSSION 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINAT 

The discussion sections arc 
appropriate for each week. 

Great emphasis is placed on the st d t's participation in the weekly discussion: 
each student will lead at least e s h discussion . The final essay examination 
is a take home distributed duri g the st week of class and due on the assigned 
date of the examination . A br. ef essay ommenting on the book read each week is 
required. 

GRADING SYSTEM 

Contribution to 1 examination essay 50%. 

RE UIRED READINGS: A 

Wright, Gordon . Modern Times (4th or 3r edit., 1981), W.W. Norton. 
Nizan, Paul. Anto· e Blo , PB 3098 Monthly Review. 
Celine, Louis-Fer nand. Journe to the End of the Ni t. NDP84 New Directions 
Malraux, Andre. an's Fate, V-479-Vin Random. 
Sartre, J.P. Th Wall, NDP 272 
Bloch, M. Strange Defeat, Norton. 
Camus, Albert. The Rebel, Vin 30. 
Wylle, Laurence. Village in the Vaucluse, Harvard 371. 
DeBeauvoir, Simone . Second Sex, Vintage. 
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Poou1acion 1791-1068 - --
Year Population 

(in c:housands) 

1791 27,190 
1801 27,350 
1821 30,462 
1831 32,589 
1836 33,541 
1841 34,230 
l846 35,400 
1851 35' 783 
1856 36,039 
1861 37,386 
1866 38,067 
1872 36,103 
1876 36,906 
1881 37,672 
1886 38.219 
1891 38,343 
1896 38,518 
1901 38,962 
1906 39,252 
1911 39,605 
1921 39,210 
1926 40,744 
1931 41,835 
1936 41,907 
1946 40,503 
1954 42,777 
1962 47,558 
1968 50,105 

E. Gargan 

SOM~ STATISTICS ON r.~E DEVELOP~! ~~ STRUCTURE 
OF FRENCH SOCIETY 1775-1968 

,. 

Distribution of che Population 
A di A G ccor nsz t:o ,sze ro~::ls 

A~es 1775 1851 I 1901 I 1946 I 1968 
Annual 
Increase 0-19 42 . 8 38.5 34.3 29 . 5 33.8 
per 100 

20-59 49.9 51.3 52 .7 54.5 48.3 

0.005 60+ 7. 3 10.2 13.0 16.0 17.9 
0.56 
0.69 llOO. 001 100. 001 100.001 100.001 100. oo, 
0.59 
0.41 
0 . 68 
0.21 
0.14 
0.74 
0.36 Percentage of Ur~an Population 

0 . 55 
0.41 Year % of Urban % of Population 
0 . 29 Population in in Towns of 
0.06 Communes of S , 000 and more 
0.09 2 000 and :nore 
0.23 1836 16.8 
0 . 15 1846 24.4 
0 . 18 1851 25.5 17.9 

1856 27 .3 
1861 28.9 

0. 78 1866 30.5 24.4 
0.53 1872 31. 1 
0 . 03 1881 34 . 8 

1891 37 . 4 
0.70 1901 40.9 35.6 
o.8o 1911 44 . 2 38 .4 
0.70 1921 46 . 4 41.1 

1936 r. 52 .4 46.8 
1954 .56 . 0 --;~~.2 
1962 61.7 )).2 
1968 70.5 59.0 

Source: Georges Dupeux, La Societe francaise 1789- 1970 
(Paris, 1972) pp. 46, 16, 19. 
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~ of ActiYe Population in t he Thr ee Sec t or s of the Economy 

Years 1851 1881 1901 1 1921 1936 1954 1962 19681 11'iV 

P::im.arJ 
Sect:or 53 48 42 43 37 30 22 16 

Secondary 
Sector 25 27 31 29 30 34 37 40 

!er'tiary 
Sector 22 25 27 28 · 33 36 41 -44 

Source- I3ID., p. 30 

Distribut ion of Acti ve Population a t t he Age of Leaving School 

Age 
~hen ending 1901 1906 1911 1921 1926 1931 1936 1946 1954 1962 1968 

studies 

Illiterates 12 10 8 I 6 I 5 4 3 I 2 I 1 I 1 I l 

7-9 14 I 12 10 7 I 4 3 I 2 I 1 I 1 I - I -
10-12 17 15 14 ll I 10 8 6 I 4 I 2 I 1 I 1 

13-14 40 44 I 4a 54 I 58 61 64 l 65 I 63 I 61 I Si 

15-18 12 I l3 14 I 15 I 16 I 17 I 18 I 20 I 23 I 2i I 30 

19-2!. I 4 I 4 I 4 I 5 I 5 I 5 5 I 5 I 6 I i I 7 

2"--. l I 2 I 2 I 2 I 2 I 2 I 2 I 3 I 2 I 3 I 4 

!O'L\L 100 
I _ _j_ J __ _L ___ l __ j_ ____ l __ J _____ J ____ ! ~ 

N.3. 1.<e Years 1901- 1946 refer t o : as culine ac t ive population 

1954 , 1962, 196a r efe=s t o total active populat ion 

Source: Revue Pooulation, ~~!-Ju!~ 1968 



~i!: co t""f 34 9 2 

~ of Ac: i•re Populat ion in t he Three Sec:ors of t:he Economy 

Years 1851 1881 1901 1 1921 1936 195~ 196.2 1968 1 1 1~ 
P:imacy 
Sector 53 48 42 43 37 30 22 16 

Secondary 
Sector 25 27 31 29 30 34 37 40 

!er -:iary 
Sector 22 25 27 28 . 33 36 41 .44 

Source -~· · p . 30 

Dist:~ibution of Active Populat ion a t t he Age of Leaving School 

Age 
when ending 1901 1906 1911 1921 1926 1931 1936 1946 1954 1962 1968 

studies 

Illit:e!'at:es 12 I 10 8 I 6 I 5 4 I 3 I 2 I 1 I 1 I l 

7- 9 14 I 12 10 I 7 I 4 3 I z I 1 I 1 I - I -

10-12 17 I 15 1l. n I 10 8 I 6 I 4 I 2 I l I 1 

13-1l. 40 I 44 I 4a I 54 I 58 61 I 64 I 65 I 63 I 6l I Si 

1.5- 18 12 I lJ 14 I 15 I 16 I 17 I 18 I 20 I 23 I 2i I 30 

19-Zl I 4 I 4 I 4 I 5 I 5 5 I 5 I 5 I 6 I i I 7 

1l 2 ! 2l 2 ! 2 l2 l 2 1 3 l 2 1 3 14 

TOTAL 100 I _ _j_ j __ l ---l---1--L~ ____ j ____ .l-7 
N . .3. r.~e Years 1901- 1946 refer to :ascu1ine ac t:ive population 

1954, 1962, 1968 refe!'s to tot:~l ac:ive popul&:ion 

Source: Re•rue Pooulat:ion. ~4i-Jui:l 1968 
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MAP I 

fiU.NCE: DEP.\RT~1I:NTS :mJ FOR~1ER. PfiOVINC:ES 

(see D/parteme::ts, p. 19~; Provinces, Lr:s .,.;.llcicwrrs, P·57~) 

BELGIU~! 

a 

...... ) a~u., ... ,.,,fnht 

( ....... .,.. __ 
'· ....... 

Sc:~le l:l.SCO.COO 
10 100 110 100 f..-n. 

~--~------~--~ 
10 I CQ 1'1:1n 

'----------------' s ? A N 
--------- c.o., .... lt, ~ ....... ,, 

COMTAT-VE!'I . .'dSSI:-1, se:: Vcuc!:ru, p. j3J. 

::. s ..... VOIE A:-10 COMTE DE Ntcz. The: Dud:e de S.lVoie (ouc ofwhic:t ch:: J/parre~~c::s ofS:·;ci::: :nd !-::uc:: 
S:~voi~.: we:-:: for:nec) :ltld the Co;.;te de ~icc we:-:: noc finJily ccccd to F::.ac: unc:! IS~o . 

3 T !0 !I R t 7 0 t ~ ~ 0 E 1.l ~ I.FO n T, the ?Ortion or rht: Dipnrli:mwl Ju H:.uc-R!~in which rc:::.:.i::cd in ::r~::c!1 ::c~sc~s.~r, 
in r~-;1 :~fc:::- che F::-:.nco-Prussi:.n W:.r. It r:.:::.incd its sc;:::u:w.: :.dn:iniscr:.cive sc:.c~s w::..:a :\ls:.c:: :::<.i Lor:::i:::.: 
we::: rescored :o F::nce in 1919 by the T;e:.:·/ of V..::s:~ilks, :.nJ now .r:.nks :.s .1 d:.:=::::l:c::c. 
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MAP I 

f n.\ ~ CE: DE? .\R T .\H. NT S :mJ FO R~1ER P·n 0 VlN C:?:S 

(see D,parte::re::ts, p. I~.;, ; Provi11ccs, L::s • .-i.ncicuw:s, p.r; c;) 
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(, _,. 
'-· \ BELG!U:.! 

i.. ....... 

\oo·- . 
fl.A~~IIEJ 

,..,,..,.... G MTE oe _ ( ·- FOIX 
·'-.- · ..-·-~ · - ....... ""'~te .......... 

\,....- Sc~le I :·l.SCO.CCO 

s p A N 

lOO (m, 

?~::::::::~:o:::::::~,-oo--~-, ,-",n 
10 100 ISO 

--- - ---- - : ... ... ,.. , .... S. .. A-4.,, 

COMTAT- VE~ .. \ISSI~. se: Vaud:tu, p. i3i· 

~ SA votE A:-1 o COMTE DE Ntc:;. The: Duc!:e d:: SJ.voie (ouc of whic:: c::: dttp:;rre~~e:-::s of 5:·.-::::: lnd !-:::u:: 

S: voi..: we:-: for:nec) :1nd ch: Co!':'::e de :--; ic:: we:-: noc fit:~l ;· ec::!d :o F::ae: unc:l t ~~o. 

3 T E!! R t 7 o t :t I! o E .l.Ht.l'O n T, th:: ?Ortion of :h..: DiparwHwt Ju H::uc-R~in which :::::.::::c:::! in ?::::c:. ::c~sc~s::.:r. 
ir. d-;-: ::fc:: :he F: ::1co-t?:ussi::n W:r. !c r:.:::::n..:d ics se?Jr::tt: ::dn:inis::::cive sc::::.:s w:-:..::1 .\ is::.:::: ::::li Lor:::!:::: 
w::: r::scocc::! :o F:-::nce in ISH<) by ch~.: T:::: :·:' of V..::s:~i lks, JnJ nuw .r:n).s lS l d..:?::: ::t:c::c. 
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••• LE t.IONOE - Mercredo 19 mars 1986 - Page 7 

Les socialistes devra~ent .Perd~e :a moitie de leurs 
La 1o0aalu'n "'' p"'rit~t pu de ce qw'•f• 

""' • .........,*' ct U"n:."''4 : l' flca•on du ,CIOf\..W'ulcn 
.• , .. ,.. .._, ' " '"tf"'' unn·cnd Cht'I'C'l n •~ KTU• 
· " :-':"':n:en:o~ c a t.. IIV C~C uatt ?Ourunt .. ·-· ... .. .. ,..,,, -

Q"'a It n'• 1 cue dou1c 1,, aut. ;.u unc f (\t """' 

lut ru t.irort t1 i '~;.,,,,"'ou . t1 t e t1t dt"'~"u~ "' " 

ftiOhucmt"~t -.:rt' C t ctr' .. ,, '"f' "''""'""'"' ~'""' 
quc-t~ AU" \t"' • ._II , ' H•t•A t ' t \ t~ IU l iii UI .:e 

.-.,.~, •'f '"'"trtt-lte rtr·~"J'f' ('r 11
t- ~• " t l"'•ur•s. ~t .. •t ro·-.,.,, ~e :-i·.a t u t •~c,..,.4 • cu ' u• rrtm•e ·•. 

' ' ''" Ju •. ,., , tiC' 'C'ft r~:~c no~t. tcn,·rnrr lc r ' t •t· 11 rt~ t:~o~c tc P") t!'l !"'tt~ I ') I e 1t P ll' tt 1 l Or 
,,,. .. , •.u ""t ' ~ '"'e le ,,. ... !,,. . .:, 71 , .. .,,, l . ... ,. "C'':C"'t Uft !"tu -!,-, 1 "' " ...... ,.,, J ~n ;~,oc ' ' 
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