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History 349 Contemporary France: 1880 to the Present Mr. Gargan
COURSE DESCRIPTION

The social, political and intellectual history of France is followed from the
firm establishment of the Third Republic to the present. An effort is made to
relate the structural features of French society to the long-range secular trends
that have shaped the nation’s history. Critical moments such as World War I, the
Congress of Tours, the Popular Front, the creation of the Fourth and Fifth
Republiics, the events of 1968, the Socialist victory of May-June 1981, and the
11 years of the Socialist government 1981-1992 are analyzed at some length.

At the present time the po,itical and ideological centers pf France seem to be
unraveling. Something to consider.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS

Great emphasis 1is placed on the student's participation in the weekly
discussions, students will lead many of the discussions. The final essay
examination is a take home distributed during the last week of class and due on
the assigned date of the examination. A brief essay commenting on the book read
each week is required.

GRADING SYSTEM

Contribution to the weekly discussion 50%; Final examination essay 50%.

REQUIRED READINGS: A1l paperbound books

Wright, Gordon. France in Modern Times (3rd edit., 1981), W.W. Norton.
Celine, Louis-Ferdinand. Journey to the End of the Night. NDP84 New Directions
Sartre, J.P. The Wall, NDP 272

Bloch, M. Strange Defeat, Norton.
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MAP X

FRANCE: DEPARTMENTS and PORMER PROVINCIES
(see Déparomenzs, p. 194; Provimcen, Lot Ancomes, p.579)

Scala 117 500,000
L] - iy i L

1 in i) My

s ?» A ! N e

1 COMTAT-VINAISSIN, 1on Veuchur, p. 733.

3 Savors ann CouTs pa Nicr The Duché de Saveie (our of which the dépermomensy of Savoie and -Hiuxe
Sivoic were formed) and the Comtd de Nicc were noc findily ceded to France undl 1840,

3 TangiTOIRE DI BRLFORT, the portion of the Déparement du Haur-Rhin which remained in French polemion
in 1871 aftcr the Franco-Prssian War, It remined o wpanite adminusmadve mans when Alowe and Lormauw
were reszored to Franee in 1919 by the Troacy of Venulle, and now rania a8 3 departmene
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MAP 2

FRANCE: PHYSICAL FEATURES
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Figure 1, — Evolution du tux de natalith
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Figure 2 — Evoluton du tsux de mortalivh
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Flgure &, — Espérance de vie 3 la nalssance [ou vie moyenae) en France





