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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
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COUESE TITLE 
Conte~porary France: 1880-to th~ Present 
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~]cle 

:iNSTRUCTOR 
Mro Gargan 

The social, political and intellectual history of France is follo~-1ed from 
~he firm establishment of the Third Republ!~ to the presento An effort is ~de 
to relate the st~~ctural features of French society to the long-range secular 
trends thht have shaped the lUltion' s hi story ~ . .. Critical r.toments such as World 
War I, the Congress of Toul·s~ the Popular Front, the creation of the Fourth and 
Fifth Republics, the events of 1968~ the Socialist victory of May-June 1981, and 
the .first 5 years of the Socialist goverruneot 1981-1984 are analyzed at some length. 
France is approaching the bicentennial of the French Revolutiono This anniversary 
invites consideration of the ravolutionary heritage, its heirs and the disinherited 
in French society in the n~arly ~wo hundred years sine~ 1789. 

LECTURES AND DISCUSSION 

Two lectures and one discussion oach week. The discussion sections are 
_ essentially devoted to the assigned paperbacks appropriate for each 9ee~. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNHE.NTS AND EXAMINATIONS 

, Gta'lt emphasis is t>lac~d on the student 1 s participation in the wee:tly discussion: 
eacn student will lead at least one such discussion. The final essay axamination 
is a take~home distributed durin~ ~he last ~~eek of class and due on the assigned 
date of the examination. A brief essay colllll'..ent1ng on the book r ead each week is -

f required. 

GRADING SYSTEM 

Contribution to the weekly discussion 50%; Final el~mination esaay 50%. 

REQUIRED READINGS: All 2:~perbound books 

W~ight. Gordon. France in Mod~rn Tirees (3rd edit . , 1981), w.w, Norton. 
Nizan, Paul. Antoine Bloy~. PB 3098 Monthly Review. 

• Celine, LouiseFerdinand ~ Journey to the End of the Nigh t . NDP84 New Directions ~ 
Malraux, Andre , Han's Fate, V-479 - V:i.n Random 
Sartre, Jo•P. The Wall, NDP 272 
Bloch. M~ Strange Defeat, Nor ~on 
Camus, Albert• Tne Rebel, Vin 30 
Wylle. Laur:anceo Jillege i.n the V2.uclus~.t. Harvard 371 
DeBeauvoir , ~imone, Second Sex, Vintage 
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FINAL EXAMINATION E.T. Gargan 
May 15, 1986 

Please answer three (3) questions. Please return your examination to my 
office (4227 Humanities) on Thursday, May 15, between 2:45 and 4:45. Try 
to take some "pleasure" in the "text" you now write. 

1. What are the grounds for arguing that the demographic changes in 
France since 1945 constitute a "revolution" when compared to the 
demographic history of the years 1880 to 1940? 

2. What are some of the changes in France's regional history since 
1945 that separate this time from the period 1880 to 1940? 

3. How does the agrarian history and rural life of France after 1945 
differ from that of the years 1880 to 1940? How does Lawrence Wylie 
contribute to our understanding of this century of change in France? 

4. What essential comparisons and conclusions are to be drawn when 
contrasting the performance of France's non-agrarian economy in 
the years 1945 to the 1980's and that performance in the years 
1880 to 1940? 

5. How do you understand the social distances between the classes in 
France in the years 1880 to 1940 and 1945 to the present? 

6. How may surrealism be said to have shattered the intellectual 
certitudes that governed French thought of the years 1880 to 1914? 
What were the consequences of this explosion? 

7. Imagine a conversation between Celine and Nizan on the implications 
of their novels and their vision of French society. What limits 
would they find in each others work, what to praise? 

8. Can you imagine Sartre, Camus, and Malraux discussing their hopes 
for the "human condition"? What might be considered especially 
French about their exchange on this perennial subject? 

9. Following the death of Simone de Beauvoir on April 14, Elizabeth 
Badinter in Le Nouvel Observateur wrote: "What a paradox that this 
woman who never wanted children found herself effectively the 
spiritual mother of millions of daughters in the world!" She then 
adds that they have moved some distance from her, but "an· essential 
part of themselves is buried with her today." And then concludes 
that Simone de Beauvoir made possible "what we have become." How 
do you respond to this tribute? 
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Semester II, 1989-90 

Contemp:>rary France: 1880 to the Present Mr. Gargan 

The social, political and intellectual history of France is fo l lowed from 
the finn establishment of the Third Republic to the present. An effort is made 
to relate the structural features of French society to the long-range secular 
trends that have shaped the nation 1 s history. Critical moments such as Vbr ld 
War I, the Congress of Tours, the Popular Front, the creation of the Fourth and 
Fifth Republics, the events of 1968, the Socialist victory of May-June 1981, and 
the years of the Socialist government 1981-1988 are analyzed at some length. 
Similarly, attention is 9iven to the legislative victory of the Right in March 
1986 arxi the victory of the left in the presidential arxi legislative elections 
of 1988. France celebrated in 1989 the bicentennial of the French Revolution. 
This anniversary invites consideration of the revolutionary heritage, its heirs 
and the disinherited in French society in the tw::> hundred years since 1789. 

Two lectures and one discussion each week. The discussion sections are 
essentially devoted to the assigned paperbacks appropriate for each week. 

WRITIEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS ---- - ·----- - . ·- ~ 

Great emphasis is placed on the student 1 s particip:~.tion in the weekly 
discussion: each student will lead at least one such discussion. The final essay 
examination is a take-home distributed during the last week of class and due on 
the assigned date of the examination. A brief essay canmenting on the book read 
each week is required. 

Contribution to the weekly discussion 50%; Final examination essay 50%. 

Wright, Gordon. FrancE!_.tn M:xiem Ti~ (3rd edit., or latest 1981), W.W. 
Norton. 

Nizan, Paul. Ant()_ine Jggye, PB 3098 Monthly Review. 
Celine, Louis-Ferdinand. ~oumey to ~h~ _End 9f the Night. NDP84 New 

Directions. 
Malraux, Andre. ~'_? FC!_t~. V-479-Vin Randcm. 
Sartre, J. P. The wall, NDP 272. 
Bloch, M .. ~!!.'~e Defeat, Norton. 
Wylle, Laurence. VHlag~ in the Va1:1c;lqse, Harvard 371. 
DeBeauvoir, Simone. Second Sex, Vintage. 
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HISTORY 349 
Contemporary France 

FINAL EXAMINATION E. T. Gargan 
May 4, 1987 

Please answer two (2) questions. Please return your examination to my office 
(4227 Humanities) on Wednesday May 11, between 2:45 and 4:45. If you would 
feel more comfortable answering three (3) questions, please do so. 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS: On May 11, please return, with your final examination, 
the papers you wrote this term on the readings. Please put your papers in a 
folder. 

1. The changes in France's demographic history since 1945 have been described 
as "revolutionary" when compared to the period 1880 to 1940. How do you 
understand these changes? 

2. The changes in France's regional history since 1945 have been characterized 
as "revolutionary" when compared to the nation's regional experience in the 
years 1880 to 1940. What were these changes and what is the historical 
significance of this new situation? 

3. Why may the changes in France's rural and agricultural history since 1945 
be considered "revolutionary"? 

4. What is your understanding of the social distances between the classes in 
France of the 1980s compar~d to their respective situations in the years 
1880 to 1940? 

5 . How do you understand the shared experiences of the French today with regard 
to the family, attitudes toward death, religion, superstitions, fears, and 
dreams? 

6. What is the historical significance of Surrealism ~n the cultural history 
of France? 

7. When do events matter as distinct from longue duree historical trends? 
Illustrate their significance by discussing one of the following "events": 
February 6, 1934, Vichy France, May 1968. 

8. Compare the documentary and interpretative historical importance of two of 
the novels we read this term. Sartre's The Childhood of a Leader is to be 
considered as a novel. 

9. Discuss the merit and limits of the following judgment about The Second Sex: 
"In the 1970's it was used as a starting point in the women's movement and in 
conscious-ra~s~ng groups. It is read differently in the 1980s. Today, for a 
younger generation, it is criticised as pessimistic and without any clear 
direction for liberation." Judith Okely, Simone de Beavoir, p. 51. 

·-
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fRANCE: DEPARTMENTS anJ FORMER PROVINCES 

(see D/parteme11ts, p. 194; Provi11ccs, Les .AIIciciiiiCS, P·579) 

N 

BELGIUM 

Scale I :7,500.000 
100 Km. 

oL-----L---S0--~----~.-00--M-.i~l~ 
1~.------~·------~· 

so 100 ISO 0 

Pro.tftU low•duy 

0c9l"-fft·ft' lo11AdU1 

CoMTAT-VENAISSIN, see Vaucluse, p. 733. 

2 SAVOIE AND COMTE DE NICE. The Duche de Savoie (out of which the dlpartements of Savoie and Haute 
Savoie were formed) and the Comte de Nice were not fin:illy ceded to France until r86o. 

3 T EH Ill To 1 n E DE .U El FOnT, the portion of the DlpartCIIICIII du Haut-Rhiu which remained in French possession. 
in 1871 after the Franco-Prussian War. It retained its separate adn1iniscrative status ~hen Alsace and Lorraine 
were restored to France in 1919 by the Treaty of Versailles, and now .ranks as l dcpartnlent. 

·. 
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Les socialistes devraient perdre Ia moitie de leurs regions 
La •odaliates ne profiteront pu de ce q-o'ifs 

""' voulu tt lmpooM: : l'tlectton des comcallen 
•tttUnaux •u suHrase univenel direct et a u ltfu .. 
ti l\, proponionnel. La aavche I Y&it pourtant 
•flirmt haul et lott quo l'oncien ayst~me de 
~tnmtnatton dea membru dc.a a.uembiW rtsio-­
""let la dka'fiOli Ktl.•t. AUJOUni'but. il ap-p~rtit 
•:•'•l~l~l o~~·l plua d4 P<EiidcAcca quo lo lobn 

que~. II n'y a que dou7t ant que, par unr. IC'i von· 
lue par Gror~es l'umiJiflou. clle e~t. devenue un 
fl abhu.cmcnt pubhc ,.crt r·u de' hnmnu:'~ r<•l•ll· 
ques. AuJuurd'hui, Ia v<•lll llt\'~e au statut de 
collecuvui tcrritona le de Ia R~ruhlique, 

Lea r~n&lta u des ~lecl tnfls r~s;ionales du 
16 m1r1 "c von1 pas facthtet (A nHsc en uuvft de 
........ .. -···~··- ....... a .... -~ .. - , • ·· '·· · · - ~ •• 

tff"nl t1t l'n'~'~tnlbll-e ff~il'n!llt. ('dlt·ci nr rt•nn3, 
lt''JI IIU ltm. ~le ~on ntandtc. ftnver~er It rrt~t · 
•lt'IU ~u'C'IIe ' " ~hre 1!! \'(mhr~oh 11 11"'11\r~ : r~lut· 
<'i. ~ l'in' t t'ic ctn ~.llt.IVtrnc:mcnt. ne d t"~ ~e pill\ de 
m•l\tn~ l(lfbl.&ltls f'(lur s'auurcr Ia lld~ltt~ de u 
ntltf\lrltt • 

I i't rr·•rmt'"".,tll~ n';~ r""t•Jff.:~nl r,, r«'Ciutl 
h"ttt: lr1 t"Hrtt ou~e l'n" "'"''-:Ill ,_,. ,.-..1,,. ( ~,.,., t . 

dtmi·rotnt de rlus aux ~ceflnd, qu'11u11: rremu::t"', 
•lnrJ que le PS en p<rd 1.7l. I.e RP~ <l 1'1101' 
flttdcnt u n reu motM d'un rmnto alon que let 
.. dtV('U d rnt l(. en @_agnent o.a t. lc Front NliOo 
nal f••t praw:~uelt1(nt le mime score 

('ene rc:l.,uvc un,rormttt dn mnvc"nC'I ntUio­
nalts c11m~flco toutdot,, dtt dtfffrcncet tmpof· 
'"''"'"''" .,ol~--• ~a-••"''" ..,.,,. "•a• 1.., o.'~-•1, .., _.., .. 
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% of Active Population in the Three Sectors of the Economy 

Years 1851 1881 1901 1921 1936 1954 1962 1968
1 

Primary 
Sector 53 48 42 43 37 30 22 16 

Secondary 
Sector 25 27 31 29 30 34 37 40 

Tertiary 
Sector 22 25 27 28 33 36 41 44 

Source-~., p. 30 

Distribution of Active Population at the Age of Leaving School 

Age 
when ending 1901 1906 1911 1921 1926 1931 1936 1946 1954 1962 1968 

studies 

Illiterates 12 10 8 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 ~ 

7-9 14 12 10 7 4 3 2 1 1 - -
10-12 17 15 14 11 10 8 6 4 2 1 1 

13-14 40 44 48 54 58 61 64 65 65 61 57 

15-18 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 20 23 27 30 

19-21 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 6 7 7 

22+ 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 3 4 

TOTAL 100 ---- ----- -----1------1------1------1----- ----- ------r--.:;> 

N.B. The Years 1901-1946 refer to masculine active population 

1954, 1962, 1968 refers to total active population 

Source: Revue Population, Mai-Juin 1968 
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p 1 i 1791 1968 OPU at on -
Year Population 

(in thousands) 

1791 27,190 
1801 27,350 
1821 30,462 
1831 32,589 
1836 33,541 
1841 34,230 
l846 35,400 
1851 35,783 
1856 36,039 
1861 37,386 
1866 38,067 
1872 36,103 
1876 36,906 
1881 37,672 
1886 38,219 
1891 38,343 
1896 38,518 
1901 38,962 
1906 39,252 
1911 39,605 
1921 39,210 
1926 40,744 
1931 41,835 
1936 41,907 
1946 40,503 
1954 42,777 
1962 47,558 
1968 50,105 

E. Gargan 

SOME STATISTICS ON THE DEVELOPMENT AND STRUCTURE 
OF FRENCH SOCIETY 1775- 1968 

Distribution of the Population 
Accordinst to Aste Groups 

Astes 1775 1851 1901 1946 1968 
Annual 
Increase 0- 19 42 . 8 38 . 5 34.3 29.5 33 . 8 
per 100 

20- 59 49.9 51.3 52.7 54.5 48.3 

0.005 60+ 7.3 10.2 13.0 16.0 17.9 
0.56 
0.69 ilOO.OO 100.00 100.00 100.00 100. oo, 
0.59 
0.41 
0.68 
0.21 
0.14 
0.74 
0.36 Percentage of Urban Population 

0.55 
0.41 Year % of Urban % of Popula tion 
0.29 Populat ion in in Towns of 
0.06 Co11111unes of 5, 000 and more 
0.09 2 000 and more 
0.23 1836 16 . 8 
0 . 15 1846 24 .4 
0.18 1851 25.5 17.9 

1856 27.3 
1861 28.9 

0.78 1866 30.5 24.4 
0.53 1872 31.1 
0 . 03 1881 34.8 

1891 37 . 4 
0.70 1901 40 . 9 35.6 
0.80 1911 44 . 2 38.4 
0.70 1921 46.4 41.1 

1936 52.4 46.8 
1954 56 . 0 50.2 
1962 61.7 55.2 
1968 70.5 59 .0 

Source: Georges Dupeux, La Societe francaise 1789- 1970 
(Paris, 1972) pp. 46, 16, 19 . 




