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1'BE AMEJtiCAN REVC>LU'ITON 

Aa the Republic waltzes throuah the 210th year sine~ thi:. Dd.id''tHi"'"'l ot 
Independence a!tld avinas tova rds the Bicentenn1~ 1 of the r,y·~~ E u t'l.• t, you wti.l 
aurely wish to purchase the following required reidings 

Charles Andrews. 1'BE COLONIAL BACKGROUND OF THE AM!: RIG!" :~''V')LIJTION 

Eric Foner, TOM PAINE AND REVOLUTIONARY AMI:RJCA 
Jack P. Greene, ed., FROM OOLONIES ·ro NATION, 1763·178, 
Robert Gross, THE MINUTEMEN AND THEIR WORLD 
Leonard Levy, ed., ESSAYS ON THE MAKING OF TLE cmr;;:r f: : ', 
Robert Middlekauff, THE GLORIOUS CAUSE 
Hiller Zobel, THE BOSTON MASSACRE 

All of these readings have been placed on three-hc ur re,~rve 1·1 th"' ·.ibn;./ 
of the State Historical Society. 

Written Assignments 

You are required to write two 3·page pape-rs, a 5 to 7-pagt! tdp•_:, 
paper; there are no examin.ation8. The due dat~~ are Hs·.e::i : ~ rhf. 

syllabus; note that you have a choice of 'ibe dtJtes for ;·h:o 3 -pn;;'' 
All papers must be received by 4~00 PM on the Fddry tl:·~· r- c'ue; 
aite" will be announced in class. Please note t he poH.c:· r::-~ ··:d 'lg 
at the end of the syllabus. For topics, see be Low. 

Gradiqa 

3-paae papera: 101 each 
S •o 7-paa• paper: 201 
10-paa• paper: 4ot 
Claae diacuasion: 201 

a· i ~1 p:.-~£ 

c '· of ·•w 
D "!'(' r $ • 

c: • {.: -'P 

'ftle 1rade for C lus dioCWI8ion v!ll depend bntbctJt, llttiti;OOI!!.,• • ·' A lrl '"'lt! (;Ui; lir.v 
of participation. 

Jaao 21 Hie Majesty's Eapiro Surveyed 

23 Seat• of Power: th6 British Cove~nt 

28 The lidna Colonicu 

Dheuss ion: Andrews, Co loni.tl S,c.E£!:~~:2.S!. 



Rhtory W• (L) 

Feb. 4 Ideolosha of Res!stan.ee 

6 The Genesis of Impericl Reorganization . 
D1.eeuuion: Grefene, Eo.l.on!es, l3A, lSA. i.SD-F, lte, '-LA, 2ld!l, 'lt~. 

PAPER Dt1E Feb. 7 (Fhet· 3"':~page pepe'L", option 1) 

11 The Colonies Stamped 

lJ Tovn~hend's Folly 

Diaeutsion; Zobel, Boston ~AS~?~~~ 

18 A Watchful Respite 

20 The Final Criaia Brews 
Discussion: Gr-oene~ fElonies, 5, 6C, 7f, 8, 13B, l4C; 18. 

PAPER. DUE rt.·'O. 21 (Hrat 3-p41ge p~p..~r, Cl,•ticn ::) 

25 The Colonie~ Mobilize 

27 The Revolutionary Coalition 

De J.i ben tiq Inc!ependence 

6 SB d*' Preeenta tio~ - Cartoo!l!l of Criait 

D:te<:uesion: Greene, Colonies, 24B-C, 2~·8, 32 

H ~ No'tl Brown Cow: the War for Independence, 17:f-17 

13 Tht~ World Turned Upaid~ Down: the W.!!t' <::n: Indepe1 ~-~nr.:e:t 1 i78-81 

Ditcw:ai.on: M.epping the Revolution - t{'~haf!-1 Fd!\'11< r1~, gueH l~ctur'e,... 
PAPER DUE .March 14 (~ to 7-page p.r•r ,-·) 

18 Fight~ng a Nevo1utiouery War 

Dheu.uion: Middh!kauff, Glorio~...:E!.,~_. n.;-<;;'el 

25 VACA'r.tON -

Apr. 1 Poor Congrrus 



Hiatory 344 (3) 

Proru·• and Autsnsent• 

Apr. 3 Discuasion: Foner, ta. Paine_, 107-278. 
PAPER DUE April 4 (Second 3-page ~~p~r, option 1) 

8 Republican!.-

10 Con1titutinc the States 

Discusaion: Greene, Colonie•, 308, 33-37, 47 

15 AIDt'!t"ican Society: (R.)evolutionary Changes 

17 American Society: Revolution for Whcm1 

Discussion: Groaa, MinuteMn, 133·91; Greene, Colon!~•$ 38-41. 
PAPER DUE Aprll 18 (Second 3-page papu. optio'.l 2)~·-

22 The Confedention at Work 

24 A Nation at Risk? 

Diacuaaion: Greene, Colonies, 56-60 

29 The Constitutional Convention 

Kay 1 The S.cond American Conatitution 

Discuasiou: Levy, EssaY! 

6 Ratifying tbe Con•titution - John Kamin~ki, gueat lecturer 

e The A11erican Revolution Considered 

Discussion: Gre~ne. Colonies, 62. 
PAP!R DUE Kty 9 (10-p•ge paper) 



Riltory 344 (4) Charles L. Cohen 

Wri~ on tho topic~ liated below~ You say choose an ~ltern•te topic after 
coua~ltlng vtth ae; h~ver, alternate topic• for the i6-p~ge paper must 
deal in so=e wAy vibh thti ConBtitutioo of 1787. 

Firat 3-pcp paper: 

QR.t:ion .1 ,(DUE F~b, 71 

According to the coloniste' rhetoric, why did American• resist the 
British i~~rial program? 

QEtion 2 {Dt!£ Feb. 21) 

Haw did the British and Aaericans differ in their Wlderstaodint of the 
ieperial constitution? 

S-peae paper (DUE Ma reb 14) 

Why did war br@ak out when it did (end not earlier or later)? Put another 
vayJ why had a "rc:volutior.ary situation'-' developed by 1175? 

Second 3 -page p.a per : 

Option 1 (DUE Aprj.l.,ll 

What were the revolutionary crowds trying to acc~liah? 

Option 2 (DUE April 18) 

What vas the single most "revolutionary" chang~ in American society 
brought about by the events of the 1760s-1780s7 

lO.page paper (DUE May 9): 

~o. 1763 to 1789, Aaerican. lived under three central governmencs. 
D11eua1 how th~ all~ation of paver to the constituent parts of 
aoveramentdeveloped in considering the imperial coostitution, th~ 

Article• of Confederation. end the Feder1l Constitution of 1787. 

You ~1 rewrite any paper after coneulting vith me about such detaila as the 
~ due d•te and t~ kinde of changes to be made. Ple~se note th4t simply 
rewr.itinf a pe~r will not in itself guarantee a highe• fr<Rde; the U'itlJ must 
~ l!lubstontiAHy improved to receive 4 better mn:rk. 



. 
' 
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!~ PRDCUMATICN 

Whe~lil i.t may c.oee to pau that OM or more iruiiv1du.tls, •>~h•ther through 
dilatorineu, dereHction, i:rreapoMihilit:y, or chut<:p&h, msy seek r~sf.d. te 
and eurces.ee from escritodal dem&OOIJ thro:.1gh procrasti.nation, de hy, an-'i 
downright evasion; 

ADd vhereag thim unhappy bappenetanee contributes mightily to malfeesanc~ 
en the pert of partie.c of the second part (i.e. student8, th~ instructed. 
you) and irascibility on t~ past of ua (i.e., me); 

Be it tMrefor known. understood$> apprehended, and comprehended: 

That all amsignmenta must reach us. or be deposited in such place that we 
say obt~in thea eaaily (i.e. my ~ilbox, under ~ office door, or the 
Department Receptionist~ aa mey be indicated) on or by the exact hour 
afinounce.d in clau ~ end that fsilure to COI,'gply dth this lllho l uome bnd mo•t 
generoull regulation shell nuult in the assigr.ment forfeitin; one half letter 
grace fer tt<&eh day for vhich i.t ia tardy {i.e. sn "A" shall bec·~2 an "AB"), 
"one day" being defined &s a twenty-four hour period com:ne nc i ng .et the 
announc!fd hour on which the auigom~nt is due; .1r.d that tt'e E: forementioned 
re.ductic•n in grade shall continue for each succeeding day of d-elay until 
either. the assignment shall he remitted or its va lue shru~k ~ ~to nothinaaess. 

Be it nt:vertheleu affirmed: 

That thtl greater part of juatiee residing in mercy, it may behoove uo, acting 
entirely through our gracious prerogative, to av~r~ an exten•ion in euch cAaes 
that pltlinly merit it. such exteneior.s bdng graDt!d only upon consultation with 
uc, in which ce•e a negot!Btod due date shall be decide on; i t ~ing perfectly 
well u~l2ratood thAt failure to obaerv~ thit new d e&dline sh8ll result in the 
itB~dbte and irreversible failure of the assignment (i.e . , an "F"). its v&lua 
being account~d as a null set Gnd less than thet of a vile mote . And he it 
noted that routine dhruptiot\1.\J• to routine (i.e. lack of sleep occasioned by 
pink badgen dancing on the ceiling) do not couduce to me r cy, but thltt severe 
dblocatiofi8 broUBht on by Actfi. of God (which aay be defined as excE-edingly 
traum:nt. :\c ~vents to the body and/wr: sou1, such as having t he earth swa I low 
one up on the way to del~ring the usignment) perpetrated either on oneself 
or on one'~ loving kindred. do 

And ve ~dsh to trumpet forth: 

'!bat our purpoae in dec1Um1ng aaid proelamation. is not ess!ntially to 
termir~.&te the wanton flouHng of didactic inter1tlons . but to encourage our 
belov~d subjects to conault with ~s. and apprehend us of their diffic.ltiet 
aforeha-:td (i.e., talk t o me, h.ebyl ~ oo that the c ru~l axe- of th <e executioner 
fall not upon their Gnd® Point AverMge and mt.l t~ i t '>~ith a ven~rence . 

To ~ich proclsmation, ~ do bffi~ our E~al : 


