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CHURSE K. CQURSE_TITLE INSTRUCTOR
338 Social and Intellectual History of Modern China Yu-sheng Lin

1911-1949 (lTopic: Literature, Intellectual
Change, and Sccio-political Revolution in
Twentieth Century China)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

“istory 338 is concerncd with major tepliles in the history of twenticih-century
Vliinese intellectual and culrural developments:  the origins and ratuve ot Chinese
nitionalism and its relationship to radical anti-traditionalism ord conservanismg
“lie fatlure of Chipese liberalism; the wajor trends in modern Chinese 17 ferature

cund humanities; and the orisins anrd developmeont of Chinese Marvmi.e-leoinise,
However, the Lirst two oweeks will be deveted to a study of the zocicpolitical el
‘ntellectus! backprounds in nincteenth-century China.  The course otfers a thewmatic

ipproach te the causcs, pronesses, and consequences of twentieth- anfury Minese
solitical and cultural revolutinns; ternee its chicef emphases will be on social and
pulitical thoupght as well as literary ideas. One of the best wars —o provide a
cvannel through which a sense of ewpathy with the agonles, aspir. Lens, ol conples
“vnuions in the Chinese policical and cultural revolutions can be arhieved i to
read creacive literary writings in their historical context. Bu.r roreign
literature for this purpose needs to be Intreduced -- espeocially the preat works
vhiase gnalities lie in their particedar contents aud modes of exprrension.
Tlorefore, in additien to major histerical works, students are roiived 2o read
saie of the wmost important and Iulluential novels, short stories, and prose pocms
in English translation with necessary buackground cxplanation and content analvsis

provided by lectures.  Those who have no background in Chinesc hi-tory should resd
Fay Huanyg, China: a Macro History or J.K. Fairbank, et. al, (hina in the {irst two
wecks,

LECTURES

Two lectures per weck, supplemented by discussion sections. An excellent 90-pinmte
documentary film will be shown.

URITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND_ EXAMINATIONS:

1. A B-15 page typewritten, double-spaced term paper (topic of which may be
decided hy the student in consultation with the instructor or selected from a
list of suggestions on this svllabus), or a 10-15 page boolk repert on the
themes, arguments, and implications of a book, to be due Thursuday April 30,
19932,

2. A mid-term and a final examination on questions (40% identification; 60%

esgays) that are distributed 24 hours in advance,
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GRADING_SYSTEM: Term paper -- 40%; mid-term 30%; final 30%,

REQUIRED READINGS:

Sheridan, James, China in Disintegratien.

Schwartz, B.I., Tn_Search of Wealth and Power: Yen Fu and the West.

Mesner, M., Li Ta-chao and the Originsg of Chinese Marxism.

Lin, Yu-sheng, The Crisis of Chinese Consciousness.

Lu sun {(Ta Hsun), Sclected Stories of [u ¥un (Tua Hsun),

A& yhoto-copy Reader to be purchased at Bob's Copy Shop at the University Sqnave.

GENERAL GOURSE OUTLINE:

L. rChina's Modes of Response to the Western Tntrusion in the 1%th Century
2.  The Emergence of the Chinegse Intellipentsia and the Rise of Chinesc Natlonalizm

READINGS: B.l. Sctewart:, o Search of Wealth and Power,
Library call no. Ja83 537,

3. The Problem of Chinese Liberalisn
REANDINGS:  Thid,
v The Climate of Opinion in the HMay Fourth Era
READINGS: DBenjawin T. Schwartz and Leo O, Lee in the Reader.
g The Literary Rewvolution
READTINGS C.T. Hsia, A _History of Modern Chinese Ficiion, cliapter on the
literary revolution., Libravy Call no. PL 2442 IR,
f. The Totalistic Revolt against Chinese Tradition
READLNGS: Lin Yu-sheng, The Crisis of Chinese Consciocusncss,
[ibrary call no. D53/21 L5347 or Lin in the Reader.
7. The Ambivalence and Agony In Lu Hsun's lconoclastic Consclousness

READTNGS : Lu Hsun, Sclected Stories of Tu Hsun, Dawn Blossows Plucked at Duas kb
and Wild Grass.

Lin Yu-shenp, The Crisis of Chinese Consciousness, chap. 6.

Lin Yu-sheng, "The Morality of Mind and Immerality of Politles:
Eeflection on Lu Xun, the Intellectual” in Reader.









