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338 Social & Intellectual History of Modern China, Yu-sheng Lin
1911-1949 (Topic: Literalure, Intcellectual
Change, and Socio-political Revelution in
Twenticth Century China)

COURSE DESCRIPYVION

Hislory 338 is concerned with major topics in the higlory of twenticlh century Chinese
intellectual and cultural developments: the origins and nature of Chinese nationallism
and its relationship Lo radjcal anti-traditionalism and conscrvaltism; the failure of
Chinese liberalism; the major trends in modern Chinese literaturce and humanities; and

Lhe origing and development of Chinesc Marxism—Leninism, The coursce offers a thematic
approach to the causes, processes, and conscquences of twenticth century Chinese polilical
and cultural revolutlons; hence its chief emphases will be on political thought and liter-
ary ideas. One of the best ways to provide a channel through which a scense of empathy
with the agonies, aspiraliong, and complex tensions in the Chinese political amnd cultural
revolutions can be achleved is to read creative literary writings in their historical
context. DBut foreign lilerature for this purpose needs Lo be introduced —— eapecially

the great works whose qualilics lie in their particular conibents and modes of cexpression.
Yherefore, In addition to major historical works, students are required to recad some of
the mosl important and influential novels, short stories, and prose puems in Fnelish trans—
lation with necessary background cxplanation and content analysis provided by lectures.
Those who have no background in modern Chincse history should read the relevanl chaprers
in J. K. Tairbank, K. 0. Reischauer, A, M., Craig, [ast Asia: The Modern Transiormalion,

or J. K. Fairbank and . 0, Reischauer, China, in the firsl three woeeks.

LECTURES

Two lectures per weck, supplemented by discussion scctions, An excellent 90-minute
documentary will be shown, and some filmstrips will alsc be shown to illustrate contents
ol lectures.

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS

(1) A 8-15 page typewritten, double-spaced term paper (topic of which may be sclected
from a Jist of suggestions) or a 10-15 page book report to be duc  Tuesday,
April 30, 1987,

(2) A final in-class examination on questions (50% identilications; 50% essays) that
are distributed 24 hours in advance.

GRADTNG SYSTEM

mar

Term paper —- 45%; Vinal cxam -- 457; Performance in questions and answers in lecture
class and discussion session - 10%.
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Sheridan, James, China in Disintecralion

schwartz, B. [., In Search of Wealth and Power: Yen I'u and the West,
Meisner, M., Li Ta-chao and the Origins of Chinese Marxism,

Lin, Yu-sheng, The Crises of Chinese Conscignsness,

Lu Xun (lu Hsun), Seclected Stories of lw Sun (lLu Hsun),

CENERAL COURSL OUTLINE

1. The Emergence of Lhe Chinese Intelligentsia and the Rise ot Chinese hationallism,

Readings: B. I. Schwartz, In Search of Wealth and Powes JART w37

2. The Problem of Chinese liheralism

Readings: Llbid.

3. The Climale of Opinion in the Mav btourlh bkia

£~

The Literary Revolutlion

keadings: C. . Hsia, A History ol Modern Chinese Fiction, chap. on the .iterary
revolution, PL 2442 HE

5. The Totalistic Revolt against Chinese Tradition

Readings: Lin Yu-sheng, The Crisis of Chinese Consd iouspess, O5721 1567

6. The Ambivalence and Agonv in Lu Hsun's leonod lnst ic Conseionsness

Readings: Lu Hsun, Seclected Storics of Lu Hsun, Dawn Blossoms Plucked at Dusk,
and Wild Grass

Lin Yu-sheng, The Crigis of Chinese Consd jousross, «Nap. 6

Collerateral Readings:

Lu Hsun, Selected Works of Lu Hsun, Vols. L4, PL 2754 =m0 A

Lu Hsun, Dawn Blossoms Plucked ab Dusk

Merle Goldman, cd., Modern Chinese Litorature in the Moy Fourth lra,
Chaps. 4, 8, 9, 10,

I'. A, Mlsia, The Gaice of Darkness, Chap-. on Lu Bsun.  PLO230y 072 (302

C.o T, Hsia, History of Modern Chinesce Fiction, chap. on Lu Heun

Lawrence, W. Chisolm, "hu Hsun and Hevelution in Modern Ching,”
Tale Freoch Studies, 39 (1967), pp. 2262400 Y17 w75,












