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Social and intellec’ual Historv of China, Yii-sheng Lin
1400 B. €. - 589 A, D,
PTION
eieees, ..~ .3 concerned with major topics in the history of Chinese thought, culture,

and societv from ancient times to the end of the Six Dynasties period. While this
course is not conducted at the introductorv level, those, who have little or no back-
eround in classical and traditional Chinese thought and history but are interested

in the subject matter, are also welcome if they are prevared to fill the gap bv read-
ing the first five chanters of E. 0. Reischauer and J. K. Fairbank, East Asia: The
Great Tradition in the first two weeks.

The course will focus on the social and cultural backgrounds of the rise of ancient
Chinese philosophies: the formation and nature of the Chou feudal society: the ori-
gins of Confusian humanism: the metaphysical, ethical, and sccio-political theories
of classical Confucianism, the doctrines and evolution of classical Taoism, Moism,
and Legalism: the establishment of the Chinese imperial state and its impact on
Chinese thought: the transformation of Confucianism in the Hen: the disintegration
of the Han empire and the rise of Neo-Taoism.

Since it is obviously impossible to cover all aspects of the evolution of Chinese
thought and society from 1400 B. C. to 589 A. D. in the span of 15 weeks, it seems
more interesting and profitable to engage in in-depth analysis of some major topics
as mentioned above. The main aspects of the history of Chinese Buddhism will not

be discussed. Anvone, who is interested in the history of Chinese Buddhism, are
urged to read independently two excellent studies: E. Ziircher, The Buddhist Conquest
of China (Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1959): Kenneth Ch'en, in China (Princeton
'Uiiiﬁﬁﬁ‘ g‘Press, 1964 ; also available in Princeton paperback reprinting edition).

Lectures twice weekly, supplemented bv discussion sections.

vm1TTEN ASSIGNMENTS and EXAMINATIONS

(1) One term paper (8-10 double ipaced typewritten pages) on one of the assigned topics
or a personallv selected topic with the instructor's anproval: (2) a mid-term in-class
exam: (3) a final in-class exam.

The final grade will be determined according to the following schedule:
paver - 407: final exam - 30%: mid-term exam — 20%: performance in discussion

sessions - 10%.

REQUIRED  ADIM7S

See below.
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TOPICS AND REQUIRED READINGS

3. The Formations asnd Nature of the Chou Feudal Society
Required Reading:

H. G. Creel, The Origins of Statecraft in China, Vol. T (University of
Chicage Press, 1970), Chaoters 2, 3, 4, 5, JO 1508 C711.

Suggested Reading:

Cho-vun Hsu, Ancient China in Transition (Stanford University Press,
1965), HN 673 H75.

4, The Moral Idealism of Confucius and Mencius
Required Readings:
Lin Yt-sheng, "The Evolutions of the Pre-Confucian Meaning of Jen/=.

and the Confucians Concept of Moral Autonomy,'" Monumenta Serica,’ Vol. 31
(1974-75), pp. 172-203.

F. W. Mote, Intellectual Foundations of China, Chapter 3.

Wm. Theodore de Bary, et al., comp. Sources of Chinese Tradition, Vol. T,
Chapter 2 and ppn. 86-98.

D. C. Lau, tr., Mencius (Penguin Books, 1970), "Introductions', pp. 7-46;
"Appendix 5: On Mencius' Use of the Method of Analogy in Argument',
pp. 235-263, B128 M33 E50.

Suggested Readings:
D. C. Lau, tr., Mencius, pp. 49-204.
James Legge, tr., Confucian Analects in the Four Books (Paragon Reprint-

ing Corp.) or The Chinese Classics (Hong Kong TUmiversity Press, 1960)
PL 2461 R43.

5. The Metaphvsical and Political Thought of Classical Confucianism
Required Readings:

Sources of Chinese Tradition, Vol. I, pp. 113-121.

Benjamin I. Schwartz, ''Some Polarities in Confuecian Thought', in A. V.

Wright and D. Nivison, eds., Confucianism in Action (Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 1959), pp. 50-62, BL 1840 N55.

Suggested Reading:

James T.egge, tr Tho Moorete s 2 eT e R § TRy S in
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