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93 The holy, ecumenical, and general Council of Trent, which has lawfully
assembled in the Boly Spirit and is presided over by the same three
legates of the Apostolic See, hes always as its purpose to remove error
and preserve in the Church the purity of the gospel that was originally
promised by the prophets in Sacred Scripture and first promulgated by the
Son of God himself, our Lord Jesus Christ. He, in turn, ordered hia
apostles, who are the source of all saving truth and moral teaching,

to preach it to every creature (see Matt, 28:19f.; Mark 16:15). The
counecil {e agware that this truth and teaching are contained in written
books and in the unwritten traditions that the apostles received from
Christ himself or that were handed on, as it were from hand to hand,

from the apostlea under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and so have
coma dewn to us. The council follows the example of the arthodox Fathera
apd with the same sense of deavotion end reverence with which it accepts
and veneratea all the booka both of the 0ld and the New Testament,

since ona God {s tha author of both, it also accepta and venerstes tradi-
tions concerned with faich and morals as having been received orally from
Christ or inspired by the Holy Spirit and continuously preserved in the
Catholic Church, It judged, however, that a list of the Sacred Books
should be written into this decree so that no one may doubt which books the
council accepts. The list is as follows,

(784)
96 The 0ld Testament: five books of Moses, that is, Genesis, Exodus,
Laviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; Jogsue, Judges, Ruth, four books of Kings,
two of Paralipomenon; the first book of Esdras and the sacond, which is
called Nehemias; Tobias, Judith, Esther, Job, David's Psalter of one
hundeed and fifty psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Canticle of Canticles,
Wigdom, Ecclesisaticua, Isaias, Jeremias with Baruch, Ezechiel, Daniel;
the twelve minor prophets, that i{s, Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, Jonas,
Micheas, Nahum, Habacuc,:Sophonias, Aggeus, Zachariaas, Malachlas; two books
of Machabees, tha first and the second.

The New Testament: the four Cospels, according to Maetthew, Mark, Lukae, i
and John; the Acts of the Apostles, written by the Evangelist Luke;
fourteen apistles of the Apostle Paul; to the Romans, two to the Corinthians,
to the Galatians, to the Ephesians, to the Philippians, to the Colossians, two
to the Theasaloniana, two to Timothy, to Titus, to Philemon, to the Hebrews; two
t¢platled of the Apoatle Potor, ‘thrme of the Apostls John, one of the Apoatls James,
one of the Apostle Jude; and the Apocalypse of the Apostle John. Moreover, 1if
anyone does not accept these books as aacred and canonical in their entirety, with
all their parts, according to the text usually read in the Cathclic Church and as
they are in the ancient Latin Vulgata, but knowingly and willfully condemas the
traditions previously mentioned: let him be anathema. And so, let all understand
the order and the procedure the council {tself will follow sfter placing this
foundation of profeasion of faith, and what sources and arguments it will especial-
ly raly upon in strengthening dogmas and restoring morals in the Church.
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(785)

97 Moreover, since the game sacred council has thought thet it would be
vary useful for the Church of God {f it were known whizh cre ¢f all the

Latin editfons that are {n circulation is the authentic ediltion, it determines
" and decrees that the sncient Vulgate, which has bean approved im the Church by
the uss of many centuries, should be conaidered the authentic edition in
public readings, disputations, preaching, and explanations; and that no one
chould presume or dare to reject it under any pretext whatever.

(736)

98 Furthermors, to keep undiaciplined minds under proper controel,

the council decrees that no one should dare to tely on his own judgment in
matters of faith and morala affecting the structure of Christian doctrine and
to distort Sacred Scripture to fit meanings of his own that are contrary to the
meaning that holy Mother Church has held and now holds; for it {3 her office
to judge about the true sense and interpretation of Sacred Scripture. Nor
should amyone darea to interpret Sacred Scripture contrary to the unanimous

agreement of the Pathers, even though such interpretations are never going to
be published,

Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation, Chapter II (Vatican ITI)

8. And so the apostoliec preaching, which 1s expressed in a special way in

the inspired books, was to be preserved by a continucus succession of preachers
until the end of time, Therefore the apostles, handing on what they themselvea
had received, warn the faithful to hold fagt to the traditions which they

have learned efther by word of mouth or by letter {(cf. 2 Th. 2:15), end to
fight in defense of the faith handed on once and for all (cf. Jude 3). Now
what was handed on by the apostles includes everything which contributes to

the holiness of life, and the increase in faith of the People of God; and s0
the Church, in her teaching, life, and worship, perpetuates and hands on to
all generations all that she herself {s, all that she belleves.

This tradition which comea from the apostlea develops in the Church
with the help of the Holy Spirit. For there is a growth in the understanding
of the realities and the words which have been handed down. This happens
through the contemplation and study made by believers, who treasure these things
in their hearts (cf. Lk, 2:19, 51), through the intimate understanding of
spiritual things they experience, and through the preaching of those who
have received through eplscopal succesaion the sure gift of truth. For, as tha
centuriea succeed one another, the Church constantly moves forward toward
the fullneas of divine truth until the words of God reach their complete
fulfillment in her.
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RECIPIUNTUR LIBRI SACRI ET TRADITIONES APOSTOLORUM

Sacrosancta oecumenica et generalis Tridentipa Syn- 783
odus, in Spiritu Sancto legitime congregata, praesiden-
tibus Iin ea eisdem tribus Apostolicae Sedis Legatis, hoc
sibl perpetuo ante oculos proponens, ut sublatis errori-
bus puritas ipsa Ewvangelil in Ecclesla conservetur, quod
promissum ante per Prophetas in Seripturis sanctis Do-
minus noster ILesus Christus Del Filius proprio ore primum
promulgavit, deinde per sucs Apostolos tanquam fontem
omnis et salutaris veritatis et morum disciplinae omni
creaturae praedicari [Mt 28, 19 sq; Mc 16, 15] fussit:
perspiciensque, hanc veritatem et disciplinam contineri
in libris scriptis et sine scripto traditionibus, quae
ab 1ipsius Christi ore ab Apostolls acceptae, aut ab ipsis
Apostolis Spiritu Sancto dictante quasi per manus traditae
ad nos usque pervenerunt, orthodoxorum Patrum exempla
secuta, omnes libros tam Veteris quam Novi Testamenti, cum
utriusque unus Deus sit auctor, nec non traditiones ipsas,
tum ad fidem, tum ad mores pertinentes, tanquam vel oretenus
a Christo, vel a Spiritu Sancto dictatas et continua successione
in Ecclesia catholica conservatas, parl piletatis affectu ac
reverentia suscipit et veneratur, Sacrorum vero librorum in-
dicem huic decreto adscribendum censuit, ne cui dubitatio sub-
oriri possit, quinam sint, qui ab Ipsa Synodo suscipiluntur.
" Sunt vero infra scripti






