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History 313: Hr. Barker 
INTRODUCTION TO BYZANTINE HISTORY AND CIVILIZATION 

Tentative Schedule of Topics, Fall 1993 
1131 Humanities: 8:50-9:40 a.m., l-1THF 

1. Introduction; The Mediterranean World and the Roman World-State 

LABOR DAY (holiday) 
2. Third-Century Cirses, and the Reforms of Diocletian and Constantine 

Discussion !:: Slides: 1\Jo Imperial Palaces--Piazza Armerina and Split 
Discussion ~ Slides: Late Imperial Art and bxpression, Pagan to Christian 

3. The Rise of Christianity 
4. Early Christianity and the Imperial State 
5. ~arly Doctrinal Controversy 
6. Christian Culture in the ?atristic Age 

7. The Barbarians and the Division of the Empire 
8. The Survival of the £mpire in the East 

Discussion & Slides: Ravenna, the "Sacred Fortress 11 

9. justinian and his Age (l) 

27 - 10. 
28 - ll. 
29 -

justir;an and his Age (2) 
From justinian to Herakleios 
Discussion & Slides: Early Constantinople, and Hag~Sa Sophia 
Seventh-Century Re-orgar~zation and Survival l - 12. 
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13. From the Later Herakleians to the Isaurians 
Discussion 
F'IRST E:XA1'1INA.TION (On the material of Lectures l-13) 

14. 3yzantium in the Eighth Century 

15. Iconoclasm 
16. The Church and Byzantine Spirituality 

Discussion & Slides: Byzantine Churches in Constantinople and Tnessaloniki 
17. Byzantium in the Ninth Century 

18. ~e ?hotian Schism and the Conversion of the Slavs 
19. Byzantine Education. Learning, and Scholarsrrip 
20. Byzantium in the Tenth Century 
21. Byzantine Law and Social Legislation during the Eacedonian Period 

22. Byzantine Economic Life and Organization 
23. Byzantine l"iili tary and Naval Science and Technology 

Discussion ~ Slides: Byzantine City \:!alls 
24. Byzantium in the Eleventh Century 

25. Eleventh-Century Crises (l) Italy: Normans, Papacy, and Schism 
26. Eleventh-Century Crises (2) The East: Russia, "trmenia, and the Turks 

Discussion & Slid~s: Byzantine Churches in ~eece {Athens.& Gr~ek Countryside) 
NO CLASS MEETING (To be replaced by a later session at -~he instructor's home) 

27. The Koonen;an Dynasty and Imperial Recovery 
28. Byzantium and the Crusaders 
29. Byzantine Literature and Historiography 
30. The Angelan Collapse and the Fourth Crusade 

Discussion 

17 - 31. 
19 - 32. 

SECOND ~1INATION (On the material of Lectures 14-30) 
The Latin Empire and the Crusader Principalities 
The ~val Byzantine Successor States 

22 - 33. 
23 - 34. 
24 - 35. 
26 

Laskarid Nicaea and the Palaiologan Restoration 
Fourteenth-Century Internal Strife and Decay 
Balkan Threats: Serbia and the Osmanli Turks 
THANKSGIVING RECESS (Nov. 25-28) 
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C0U?.S::: l':::X:'S: 

Jvir . Barker Tentative Topic Schedul e 

Byzantine Society and Social Organization 
Palaiologan Learning and Culture 
Discussion r.: Slides: Tne Chora Honastery Church 
To be Announced 

The Byzantine J.'Jorea 
Discussion t Slides: l1istra and its t•lonuments 

(Kar i ye Djami) 

The Final Decline and the Problem of Church Union 
The Fall of Byzantium 

Fa~l 1993 

The Heirs of Byzantium (1 ) The Greeks, t he Turks, and the Russians 
The Heirs of Byzantium ( 2) The \Vest a nd t he Hellenic Re!l..cissance 
rtetrospect and Discussion 

2 

FINAL ~llNATION (On t he ~te~ial of t~e entire course, but stressing Lectures 
31-42) : Satur day after~oon, Dec. 18, at 12:25 p.m., in a room to be announced 

l. St~cents ~e re~uired to cuy, and to read ~n f~l: G. OstrobOrsky, Eistory of t~e 3·13~~­
tine State (Second :::nglish ~diticn, Rutge~s Uni•ersity Press, 1969, paperbaCk). 

2. Students are also eX?ected to read (at least p~tially), cut NOT necessarily to purc~ase: 
A. A. V;.siliev, E.istory of t::e Bvzantine !::rr.nire, 324-1453 (;:ni·rersi ty of Wisconsin P~ess 
paperback edition, 2 vols.). T~e recuired portions are: t~e Introcuction, the sectior~ 
entitled ,-[~u-cation,] -Li:e~~till-e, L~ar:!'~ng: and Art" at t::e e~d of e:.ch c~apter, the sec 
ticn "Byzantine Feucalism" (pp. 563-579), a..nd the secticn "3yzanti·.m and the Italian ~e­
naissance" (pp. 713-722); but the rewainder of the book (its t~eat:tent of political a.:~d 
general history) may be read as an optional supple~ent to (though not as a replace~ent of 
Cstrogorsky's book. T.~e Vasiliev volumes are available on Reserve at the Eelen C. White 
College Library (~hile the Ostrogorsky is not), and are also in stock at the Bookstores 
as an optional ite~. (Or, students mi~~t *~nt to pair up and split the costs of purc~s­
ing both Ost~ogorsky and Vasiliev together as a more. bearable *cY of spreading the fi~an­
cial o'oligations beb•een them) 

R~_UI?~TS: Uncergrad:.:a tes ce..y ta..":e the cc\U"se for either 3 or 4 c~edi ts. T:~ose t~ld.ng i 
for 3 are NOT required to ~ite a te~ paper, but these taki~g it for 4 must do so, selecti~ 
a topic in consultation ;.ri th the in.structor. Cou:r-se ~ork is other ... i.se the same for all unC.e 
graduates: all are expected to attend all four hours of class each ~eek, ~~d to ta..":e all thr 
of the exa~s. Stucents on the 3-credit pla..~ rrny, however, s~bstit~te a te~ paper in place 
of the second exam if they desire; ~~d students ta..ld.ng the 4-credit plan may also ~Tite a 
second paper in place of the second exam, if they wi.sh. All topics for papers must be cle:.r 
·..,i th the instructor; and ALL papers are to be due by classti:ne Dec. 13- (Any pape~s recei vec 
late, unless ~th the express and justified per.T.ission of the instr~ctcr, obtained in advanc 
· .. i.ll be subject to a reduction in g:-ade.) St"..lde:r:ts Yishing Eonors credit rr:ay e:.:rn this t::.~c 
so~e acdi tion.al re~di.ng and disct:..Ssion wo~k, to be arr~~ged -....i. t:'1 t!:e i..:.•structo:r-. Grad :.:ate 
students receive 3 credits for the course, but c:.re rec.uired to w:-ite a teT7.J pc:.per, p2.us at­
te:1c:.::c.g all class meetings and taking all exa.r:;s, c:.s per the 4-c::-edit fc~;:at for 1.L'1derg:-ad:..:..a": 
All students shouli be acsolutely ce~tain they c:.re registered fer- the corr-ect nu_~be~ of cre­
dits, corresponding to the ~ork they -....i.ll do L• the course as per the above alte~atives. 
All te~ papers are to be substantial efforts, bet•een 10 ~•d 35 pages in length (c:.pprcpriat 
to the topic), and written ±n good English, in accc~~nce wi.th stancarC.ized ~~actices, i n­
cluding footnotes (or endnotes) and biblio~aDhy. Tne instructor welcooes all students fer 
c cnsultaticn or discussion as desired. Ei; office is 4119 Eu~~nities, and office hours vill 
1:::e 10 :00-10:45 H':i?, wi.th appoi:1tments possible at other times. 


