University of Wisconsin
Department of History
Fall Semester 1990

Hist. 302 History of American Thought, 1859 - Present | yer/Pettegrew

Thiz cour:  explores the shifting currents of American intelleciual
historv over the past 130 vears. We will examine how writers, pbhilocsophers.
jeurnalists, feminizts., and even indusirial tycoons, daresdevil pilots, and MTV
videc producers have chaped fAmerican public discourse and popular culture
durilng these years of massive soclal. economic, and politicai cnance.
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1 anham Sumner, --% Sccial Classes Owe to Eacn COtner
Stecher Crave., Maggie. & wvirl of tne Sireeis
Horatio Alger, Raogeg Dick
Charlietie Perxins (Gliman, Herlang
Walter Lipomann, Drift and Mastery
F. Sceott Fitzageraid, The Great Gatsby
Jean Toomer, Care
Nathaniel West, A Cool Million
Paul Boyer, By the Bomb's Eariv Light
Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451
Hal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth
Neil Posiman, Amusing Curselves tec Death
Pager. The paper should be B-10 pages (typed, double spaced). There are

two paper optlons, the second of which should be cleared with Mr. Fettegrew:
(1 A critical analiysis (not just a summary) of one of the assiagned books;
(2) a critical analysis of some other book (fiction or nen-fiction) bv a post-
Civii-War U.S5. auther. Except pernapz for basic bilographical information
about the author. vou need not do acdditicnal research bevond a2 closs readinrg
of the work itself. Specifically, you shculd not do extensive research in
secondary studies of your book or 1%s author. The paper should be vour
considered resgonsE to the work, not a summary of the ideas af others. It
should be well organized with a fitle gage, an introduction, a thesis (that
Is, 2 central argumeni that you develco and supporii,. and a cormclusion. No
SxLEnsSions =3 in documented cases 6f iliness or familv emergercy. The
paper must G2 entirvely your gwn work: plagia ~ @ is an extremely ser®---
cfrense under Usiversilty regulatons.. You should choose your book and begiln
work on your paper early in the semester. Papers are welcome any time prior
to the final due date, Wednesdav. December 5.

Of“° -~ Hours: To be annmounced
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DARWINISH IN AMERICA

/7 The Darwinian Intellectual Revoluticn

G710 The Scientific and Religious Debate Over Evolutionary ineary

G:iz Darwinlsm anc Social Thouaht
rRezcding: Sumner, wWhai Social CTlaszes Cwe to Each Czher

Z/10 The Rize of Naturaliism: Evolus:ionary ThRearv and BmericZan LiTe aturs
reaging: Crane. PMaggle

Gri7 Nazuralist Fiction anc the End of the American Frontier (Peiiecrew!

771G Andrew Carnecie: The Indusirial Tvcoocn as Sccial Philosopher

G/21 the "Racs tc Riches” Tales

G/z4 Booker T. Washinaton: A Black Variation on the ARlger Theme

DISSIDEMT VOICES AND REFORM IDEOLOGIES IN THE GILDED AGE

G/26 Lester Ward and Thorstein Veblen: Two Critical Voices

G/28 Social FPanaceas, Utopias, and Nightmares

1071 Charlotte Perkins Gilman: The Darwinian as Radical Feminicst
Reading: Gilman, Herland

10/3 Roast Beef and Apple Pie: Marxism in America

106/5 William Jamees I: Psycholcgist aof the Soul

10/8 William James Il: Pragmatism and the Crisis of Faith

FROM SELF TG SOCIETvY: SOCIAL THOUGHT IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY

10/10  Science. Society, and Schools: The Fhilosoohy of John Dewey
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I1/26 Palitical Engagement to Cultural Criticism: 1950s Social Thought
Reading: Bradbury, "-hrenheit 431

11/28 Living with the Bomb, 1934 to the Present

11/30 Remembering the Sixties: New-Left Ideology: "Movement™” Culture
THE MODERN TEMPER: CONTOURS AND FISSURES IN CONTEMPORARY THOUGHT
12/3 Schizophrenia on the Right: The Varieties of Conservative Thouaght

12/5 Since Friedan: Contemporary Feminist Ideology
Jerm Paper Due Todav

12/7 Antichrist and Apocalybse: Fundamentalist Scenarios of the Future
Reading: Lindsey, The Lste Great Planet Earth

12719 Silent Sprinag and After: Environmentalist Scenarios of the Future

ieg/12 "Meaningful Mindlessness”: MTV and American Commercial Culture
in the 1980s (Pettegrew)

12714 Chewinc Gum for the Eves? Mass Culture and Its Critics
Reading: Postman. Amusing Ourselves tg Death
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