
Hist. 302 

University of Wisconsin 
Department of History 
Fall Semester 1990 

History of American Thought, 1859 - Present Boyer/Pettegrew 

This course e xplores the shifting currents of American intellectual 
history over the oast 130 years. We will examine how writers, philosophers, 
journalists, feminists, and even industrial t ycoons, daredev i l pilots, and MTV 
video producers have shaped American public discourse and popular cul t ure 
during these years of massive social , economic, and politica l c hange. 

Assianed Wor k . The wor k of the course consists of regular lec t ure 
attendance , midterm e xam, term paper. f i na l e xam, and acti vP d iscussion 
particiPation. All will count in grading (weigh ting to be announced ) . 

Readina. The following assigned boo ks. a l l in oaperbac k, are o n sa l e in 
the University Bookstore and have been put on library reser ve: 

William Graha m Sumner, What Social Cl asses Owe to Eac h Other 
Steohen Crane. Maaaie. A Girl of t he Street s 
Hora t io Alger , Raoaed Dic k 
Charlot t e Per k i ns Gilma n, Herl and 
Waiter Lippmann. Drift and Mas t e ry 
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby 
Jean Toomer. Cane · 
Nathaniel West, A Cool Million 
Paul Bo yer, Bv the Bomb ' s Early Light 
Ray Bradbury , Fahrenheit 451 
Hal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth 
Neil Postman! Amusina Ourselves to Death 

Paoer. The paper should be 8-10 pages <t yped, double spaced l . There are 
two paper options, the second of which should be cleared with Mr. Pettegrew: 
(1 ) A critical analysis (not just a summary ) of one of the assigned books; 
12) a critical analysis of some other boo k (fiction or non-fiction) by a post­
Civil-War U.S. author. Except perhaps for basic biographical information 
about t he author, you need not do additional research beyond a close readi ng 
of the work itself. Specifically, you should not do e xtensive research in 
secondat-y· studies of your boo k or its author. The pacer should be vour 
considered response to the wor k , not a summary of the ideas of other s. It 
should be well organized with a title page, an introduction, a thesis <that 
is, a centl-al al-gument that you deve l op and supp01-t), and a conclusion. No 
e xtensio ns e xceot in documented cases of illness or famiiv emeroency. The 
paper must be e n tirely your own wor k ; plaaiarisim is an extremely serious 
offense under Univers i ty reaulatons • . You should choose your book and begin 
work on your paper early in the semester. Papers are welcome any time prior 
to the final due date, Wednesday, December 5. 

Office Hours: To be announced 
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Lecture and Readina Schedule 

w 9/5 Course Introduction 

DARWINISM IN AMERICA 

F 9/7 The Darwinian Intellectual Revolution 

M 9/10 The Scientific and Religious Debate Over Evolutionary Theory 

~ 9 / 12 Darwinism and Social Thought 
Reading: Sumner, What Social Classe~ Owe to Each Other 

F 9/14 The Rise of Naturalism: Evolutionar y Theorv and American Liter a:~r~ 

~eading: Crane. Maaoie 

M 9/17 Naturalist Fiction ana the End of the American Frontier IPettegrewl 

w 9/19 Andrew Carnegie: The Industrial Tvcoon as Social Philosopher 

9 / 21 Horatio Al ger: A Second Look at the "Raas to R~ches ' ' Ta l es 

M 9/24 

w 9/26 

r 9 / 28 

M 10/1 ,, 

w 10/3 

F 10/5 

M 10/8 

Reading: Alger, Raaoed DicK 

Booker T. Washington: A Black Variation on the Alger Theme 

DISSIDENT VOICES AND REFORM IDEOLOGIES IN THE GILDED AGE 

Lester Ward and Thorstein Veblen: Two Critical Voices 

Social Panaceas, Utopias, and Nightmares 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman: The Darwinian as Radical Feminist 
Reading: Gilman, Herland 

Roast Beef and Apple Pie: Marxism in America 

William James I: Psychologist of the Soul 

William James II: Pragmatism and the Crisis of Faith 

FROM SELF TO SOCIETY: SOCIAL TH9UGHT IN THE EARLY TWENTIETH CENTUR Y 

W 10/10 Science. Society, and Schools: The Philosophy of John Dewey 

F 10/12 Herbert Croly: Redefining Liberalism for the Urban- Industrial Age 



M t0/~5 Waiter Lioomann: Social Justice ana Social Order in a Mass Societv 
Readino: Lioomann, Drift and Masterv 

W 10/17 The Social Thouaht of Jane Adcams 

F !0/19 HOUR EXAM 

M 10/22 '' Scientific " Racism: The Underside of Progressive Reform 

W J0/24 Oliver Wendell ~olmes Jr.: Socia l Dar~inist or Pragmatist' CPettegrew 

F 10/26 Multiolicit v ana Un ity : Henr v Adams ' Search for Mean1ng i n History 

ALiE NATED I NTELLECTUALS AND CJLTURAL WARS IN THE 19205 

M i 0/ 29 Worlo War - as Cultural ~atersnea: Tne Aoonv of Randolon Bo urne 

~ 10/31 Lnasteneo Intellectuals 1n t he ~ftermatn of the War 

~ 11 / 2 

M lL / 5 

w 11 / / 

F il / 9 

New Currents in American Fiction ana Cultural Criticism 
Reading: F i tzgerald. The Great Gatst v 

Sinclair Lewis: Baobitts and Scientists 

The Achievement ana Failure of the Harlem Renaissance 
Reading: Toomer. Cane 

Black Sterectvoes in 1920s Mas; Cu i ture 

M ll/12 The Lone Eaale: Here Worship and Social Insecurities 

AMERICAN SOCIAL THOUGHT IN A DECADE OF DEPRESSION AND FASCIST MENACE 

W ll/14 Desoerate Visions: Fictions of the Earlv 1930s 
Reading: West. A Cool Million 

F 11 / 16 Red~scovering America: The Era of t~e Poou l ar Front 

M 11/19 Richard Wright. Zora Neale Hurston: Black Fiction of the Thirties 

H!ROSHI~A TO VIETNAM: MUSHROOMING FE~RS, LONELY CROWDS. NEW-LEFT AC~IVISTS 

W 11/21 The Atomic Age Dawns, 1945-1954 
Reading: Boyer, Bv the Bomb's Earlv Light, pages to be assigned 

F ll/23 The Entire Hist. 302 ramLL V Wishes You Happy Thanksgiving 1 
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M 11/26 Political tngagement to Cultural Criticism: 1950s Social Thought 
Reading: Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 

W 11/28 Living with the Bomb, 1954 to the Present 

F 11/30 Remembering the Sixties: New-Left Ideology; "Movement " Culture 

THE MODERN TEMPER: CONTOURS AND FISSURES IN CONTEMPORARY THOUGHT 

M 12/3 Schizophrenia on the Right: The Varieties of Conservative Thought 

W 12/5 Since Friedan: Contemporary Feminist Ideology 
Term Paoer Due Todav 

F 12 / 7 Antichrist and Apocalypse: Fundamentalist Scenarios of the Future 
Reading: Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth 

M 12 / 10 Silent Sorino and After: Environmentalist Scenarios of the Future 

W 12/12 "Meaningful Mindlessness '': MTV and American Commercial Culture 
in the 1980s <Pettegrew l 

F 12/14 Chewing Gum for the Eyes? Mass Culture and Its Critics 
Reading: Postman. Amusino Ourselves to Death 
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