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Histo~y 2~7 Ame~ican Business Histo~y 
Cou~se Outline 

Requi~ed Readings: 

P~ofesso~ Lindst~om 

Doe~ flinger, Thomas, A Vigorous Spirit of Enterprise 
McCraw, Thomas? Prophets of Regulation 
Porter, Glenn, The Rise of Big Business, 1860-1920 
Rae, John, The American Automobile Industry 
Reich, Robert, The ~ork of Nations 
plus ~eadings (noted by an * below) available either for 
pu~chase at Bob's Copy Shop or on reserve at the State 
Historical Society. 

Optional Reading: 
Blackford, Mansel G., and K. Austin Kerr, Business Enterprise 
in American History~ Third Edition 

Lectu~e Topics and Weekly Reading Assignments: 

Jan. 24: Themes in American Business History 
26: Capitalism and Comme r ce 
28: The Colonial Merchant 

r~ead: *Br::mjamin F::r·,:1nklin, "Th~? W,::~y to Wealth," and Mansel 
Blackfo~d and K. Austin Kerr, Business Enterprise in American 
11 i s 't: 0 I" '! ' p p " 1 - · :~:; b " 

,]an. 
F: E'~b. 

31: 
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4: 

Mercantilism and the American Revolution 
Property and the Role of Government 
The Federalist E~a 

I~E?,·:~ci: Thoma~; Dclto:r·fli.nqer·, A ll.iqor<.1U:..=: Spirit of Enterprise, pp. 
1-164, and Blackford and Kerr, Bu:..=:iness Enterprise, pp. 36-63. 

7: 
9: 

Government and the Infrastructure 
The Retreat From Activism 

11: The Courts and American Business 
F~E'acl: Doer-fli.nqf.·~t~, /~ Viqorou:::: Spirit" oi' E'nterpri::;e, pp. 1.6'/ .... ·::?Fl(), 
and Blackford and Ker-r, Business Ent-erprise, pp. 65-'/5 and 103-

F'eb. 14: ThE! Inc:lu~:; t.r·ir;"~l F~E'!!volution 

16: The Textile Industr-y 
18: The Railroads: I 

Read: *Adam Smith, The Uealt"h of Nations, Introduction and 
chapter-s 1-3, and Blackford and Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 
75-100 and 125-32. 
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23: Accelerating Industrialization 
25: The Iron and Steel Industry 

Read: Glenn Porter, The Rise of Big Business~ and Blackford and 
Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 132-65. 

1:::- (:O~b" 

l"lar·. 

!"Ia!~ .. 

l"i<=H"' " 

28: The Strategies of Big Business 
:?~ 'ThE?. LJr-~1e to t"'ler-\;Je: F<ockf2·ff£!ll£·:~t,.. c::\nd !~1t.c:-\nc:lc.·lr·d ()il 
4: J. P. Morgan and the Formation of U.S. Steel 
*Horatio Alger, Struggling Upwards or Luke Larkin's 

7: 
9: 

1 :1.: 

14: 
16: 
Hl: 

Managerial Capitalism 
Social Darwinism 
Midsemester Examination 

The Road to Regulation: the ICC and the SAT 
Tt··ustbusters 
The Origins of Big Government 

Luck. 

F:;:ead: Thomc.F.; 1'1c:Crav-J, Prophets ot 1\egulation .1 pp. 1·-152, and 
Blackford and Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 169-224. 

IVIi::\1'' " ~·~~ 1 " 'ThE·? Wcw·l d of Wor·k " 
:;~~::;: The 1 9::~os ~ J 
:2~3: 'Thf? 19:~~0s: I 1 

F(eac:l: ·i*Wi 11 iam Lazonick, 11 .Tt::~chnoloqical Change and the Contr·ol 
o ·f Wo r k , 11 i n 1 .. 1 Oi"oo <:' r d Go s p e 1 and C r a i c~ L i t. t 1 e r ( e d s . ) ? N art a g e r 1 a 1 
Strategies and Industrial Relations, pp. 110-36, and Blackford 
and Kerr? Business Enterprise, pp. 227-70. 

Apr. 'The (3!reat Skid: 
'The New Deal 

F\r:::!ad: Mc:C!raw, Prophets of Regulation, pp. 154-:.?21, ancJ Blackford 
and Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 270-85. 

{~p ,- • 1 l : The Welfare State 
World War II 

15: The Cold War and American Business 
Fi: E~ a c.1 : ,J o h n I~<-'~ e , T i1 e Am e r i c a n 1-1 u t o m o b 1 1 e l n d u s t r 'I , p p • l -- c:;· 9 , .:~ n d 
Blackford and Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 285-313. 

{~p ,.-. 18: A mE:!!'" :i. c: <.:'n "I' f.·?C h no l oq i. c: <'-'~ l l.. .. c:::~ad e!'' "''hi. p 
20: The US and the International Economy 
22: Big Business Abroad: Multinational Enterprise 

F(E~acJ: F:(a~:~, The r1merican Au"t'omobile! l'ndustry, pp. 1.00--1.8<7, 21ncl 
Blackford and Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 339-46. 

{.~ p r .. 2 !S : B i q B u ~-' i. n E·~ s ,.:; at. 1 .. ·1 o rn €0 : D i v e r· ::5 i ·!: i. cat i. on 
:?7: E~i. q Govt::'lrnmE"nt: I 

npt·. 29: Bi.t] Uovel'·nrnE'nt: II 
Read: McCraw, Prophets of Regulation, pp. 222-309, and Blackford 
and Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 315-36. 

, .. , .. ::. 



May 2: 
4: 

The 1980s: The Reagan Revolution 
The 1980s: The Decade of the Deal 

6: The 1980s: Leaner and Meaner Corporations 
Read: Rubert Reich, The ~ark of Nations, pp. 1-168, and 
Blackford and Kerr, Business Enterprise, pp. 346-84. 

May 9~ HallyNoad's Favorite Heavy 
11: Are We Competitive? 
13: Review 

Read: Reich, The ~ork af Nations, pp. 171-323. 
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