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AMERICAN BUSINESS HISTORY
COURSE OUTLINE

REQUIRED »®ADIM~<

Alfred Chandler, "The Rise of Big Business in American Industry”
Harold Livesay, American M=Ae

Jonathan Hughes, The Vital rew

C. Joseph Pusateri, A History of American Business

Robert Sobel, The Great ®'' Market

Tracy Kidder, S~' ~f a New Machine

and articles on reserve at the State Historical Society or Kinkos

LECTUP® TOPICS

Jan. 22 Introduction to American Business History
24 European Background to American Colonization
Readings: Pusateri, chapters 1,2, and 3.

Jan. 27 The Southern Planter in the Colonial Period
29 The Northern Merchant in the Colonial Period
31 Merchants, Mercantilism, and the American Revolution
Readings: Pusateri, chapters 4 and 5; and Benjamin Franklin
Reader, pp. 258-61, 280-283, 300-310.

Feb. 3 The Constitution and Federalist Legislation
5 French Wars and the Business Revolution
7 Financial Intermediaries to the Civil War Era
Readings: Pusateri, chapter 6; Jackson's Bank Veto Message;
Wisconsin Constitutional Debates; and Perkins and Walton,
A Prosperous People, pp. 59-66.

Feb. 10 The Transportation Revolution: Turnpikes and Canals
12 Government and American Business to the Civil War Era
14 Northern Farmers
Readings: Pusateri, chapter 7; and Mak and Walton, Western River
Transportation, pp. 27-47 and 88-122.

Feb. 17 Southern Planters

19 The Industrial Revolution: Overview and Origins
21 The Industrial Revolution: The Textile Industry
Readings: Pusateri, chapter 8; and Livesay, chapters 1, 2, and 3.

Feb. 24 Exam
26 The Nation's First Big Business: The Railroads
28 Administering the Railroads
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Mass Production and Mass Distribution

No class

Pools, Trusts and Holding Companies: John D. Rockefeller
Readings: Pusateri, chapter 10; and Chandler, "The Rise of Big
Business in American Industry."

Investment Bankers and the Urge to Merge

The Modern Corporation: Internally Bureaucratic and Externally
Oligopolistic

Social Darwinism and the Self-Made Man

Readings: Livesay, chapters 4, 5, and 6.

The Origins of Regulation: The ICC and the Sherman Antitrust Act
Trustbusting in the Progressive Era

The Industrial Worker and His Unions

Readings: Pusateri, chapter 11; and Weinberg, The Muckrakers,
pp. 22-39, 68-83, 205-212, 286-297, and 339-58.

The Managed Marketplace: An Overview of Business, 1914-85
World War I
Readings: Pusateri, chapter 12; and Livesay, chapters 7 and 8.

The 1920s: The Rise of the Decentralized Multidivisional
Corporation

The 1920s: The Business of America i1s Business

Origins of the Great Depression

Readings: Sobel, The Great Bull “-~"et

1929-1932: The Great Slide into Depression

The First New Deal

The Origins of the wWelfare State

Readings: Chandler, Giant Enterprise, pp. 179-229.

Businessmen and the New Deal

World war II

The Cold War and American Business

Readings: Pusateri, chapter 13; and Livesay, chapters 9, 10,
and 11.

The US and the International Economy

Multinationals
American Business in the 1950s and 1960s
Readings: Kidder, Soul of a New Machine

Government since 1945

The Troubled 1970s

Review

Readings: Reich, "The Next American Frontier," Atlantic Monthly
(March and April, 1983).




