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Discussions of Latin America usually fall wack upon facilie generalizations
that emphasize recent changes *to expiain 'current events." The region's
history, though, can be viewed as a process: a process bequn long before
Columbus "discovered' America. Sc, in corder to um rs qnd La\-‘ America,
students must examine the unfolding of its history. Im doing sc, they will
find human struggles between social classes, and against faceless external
forces. Ultimately, students will discover a unique region, made up of very
different countries, formed by common struggles.

This course will detail, in a variety of ways, the creation of modern Latin
America (i.e., from political independence from Europe in the early 1800s to
the present). The region's history will be explored through lectures,
readings, essay writing, and group discussions. Some lectures will analyze
broad developments; others will detail specific cases of importance or
interest. In some class sessions we will move away from the standard
format, and examine Latin American History through the testimony of
peasants, industrial workers, revolutionaries, intellectuals, foreign
travelers, and others. At all times, the instructor will st : to integrate
analyses of class, race, and gender in the lectures.

Coming to grips with Latin America's history is a difficult, but wortiwhile
undertaking. If you are willing to open your mind to new ideas and ways of
thinking, and if you are willing to work your way through challengin
readings and writing assignments, you will be able to understand Latin
America.

Requirements

1) Two short (ca. five pages) papers, inspired by the assigned readi: .

Yc 1 :. tow o of e readings as a starting point for a thought
2aper in which you explore an issue or issues suggested to you in the
combination of that reading and related discussions/lectures.

2) Exams: (a) An in-class midterm, consisting of one essay question
selected from a list of three review questions handed out ahead of time; and

{b) A final exam, consisting of one comprehensive essay question, one ess -

on. the second half of the course, and an I.D. section also based on the
second half of the course.

3) Honors/Extra Credit Option: A s ster project, consisting of an 8 to
10-page life history. You detail the experiences of a specific indivicdual,
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in a specific country over a period of forty vears. The criteria for

defining the individual will be estzblisned In consultation with the 7.3,
and,/or the professor. In addition to the I-fe history Itself, veou will also
present a i-page proposs. for the project, due the f£ifth week of class. Tie
details of the project, how =2 carry It out, and what It entails, can be
discussed with the T.A. or grofesscr periodically throughout “he semester

As an extra credit or honors cption, tne prciect is undertaken in lileu of
one of the short papers.

4) Grading: Short papers; 0% '1%% each); nidterm: 20%; final exam: 20%;

discussion: 20%; honors;extra credit option: to be discussed with professor
and T.A.

Assigned Readings

Argueta, Manlio. One Day of Life (New York: Random House, 1983).

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel. One Hundred 7ears of Solitude (New York: Avon,
1971 ).

Joseph, Gilbert M. Revolution from Without; Yucatan, Mexico and the United
tates, 1880-1924 (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1987).

Mallon, Florencia E. The Defense of Commmnity in Peru's Central Highlands:

Peasant Struggle and Capitalist Transition, 1860-1940 (Princeton
University Press, 1933).

Stepan, Alfred. The Military in Politics; Changing Patterns in Brazil
{Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1871).

Winn, Peter. Weavers of Revolution; T1 Yarur Workers and Chile's Road to
Socialism (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986).

Suggested Reading

Ski re, Thomas Z., and Peter Y. Smith. Modern lLatin America (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1984;.

SCHEDULE OF LECTU ~ 3, READINGS, DISCUSSIONS, AND WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS

UNIT I - FROM COLONIES TO NATION-STATES? ({1810-1930C)

1,23 - Introduction
1/25 - Independence and Its Aftermath
1/27 - The Frustrating Search for Stability: Mexico

No Reading: ¢ : up Discussion Sections
1./30 - Plantation Agriculture and Slavery, the Cuban Case
2/1 - Plantation Agriculture and Slavery, the Brazilian Case
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Page

UNIT

Three

Reading: Mallon, pp. 2-122.

2/6 — The Birth of 2 Authcoritarian State: Mexico
2/8 - The Struggle T Cemocracy: Chile
Reading: Mallon, ne. 122-242.

2/:13 - Yagui Resistance znd Survival
2/15 — A Millenarian Zesponse o the Penetration of Capital

Reading: Joseph, sp. 1I-3%.

-

2,/22 - =1 Salvader,
2,26 — SUNDAY REVIEW
Reading: Joseph, 2p.

2/20 — The Mexican Revo.ution

ON —— TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED
32

II - THE FRUITION OF CAPITALISM (191C~1960)

2/27 -~ MIDTERM IN CLASS

3/1 - The Development cf Industry in Brazil and Chile
3,/32 - The Rise of the Working Class in Brazil and Chile
Reading: Garcia Marquez, pp. 11-229.

NO DISCUSSION SECTICHNS

3/6 - Authoritarianism vs. Popular Front: Argentina,
Brazil, and Chile in the 1930s

3/8 - The Popullst Alternatives: Cardenas of Mexico and
Perdn of Argentina

Reading: Josenh, pp. 185-287.
TIRST PAPER DUE BY FRIDAY, MARCH 10TH, AT 5:00 P.M.
213 - The Bolivian Social Revolution
3/15 - La Violencia in Colombia
Reading: Garcia Marquez, pp. 23C-38C.
Pk SPRING BREAK, YARCH 19-27%%¥™*
3/29 - Special Discussion by Jodo da Silva: "My Life in & Brazilian

_aanty Town. "
NO DISCUSSIONS SECTIONS

III - REFORM, REVOLUTION, AND ZEPRESSION ({1959-1989)

.{>
" x)

- The Cuiban RPevolution, Part
4 5 - The Cuban Rewvolution, 7
Reading: Mallon, pp. 247-348.

)

3
t
N b2

4,20 - Sueriila Zoc g§» In Latin America

4/12 - Puerto Rico and the J.S. Model of Development
- arma
o, ~Z.

Reading: Stepan, o

3-
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4/17 - Bureaucratic Auvthoritarianism in Brazil

to Socialism in Chile

Mexico and Brazil

lan Workers Challenge
cf the Sout

4/19 - The "Revolutionary" Peruvian Military
Readin tepan, pr. .I7-27C
/24 — The Long ard It=ady Road
4’26 Dependent DTevelcoment in
Readin Wirm, pp. vIi-12g
5/1 - MAY DAY LECTURE! 3EBrazil
5,3 - The "Redemocratizatizsn"
Reading: Wimn, pp. .33-2Z2.

SECOND PAPER DUE BY FRIDAY, MAY STH AT 5:00 P.M.

3,8 - Revoiliutio
5/10

Reading: Arguet

s inder Slege:

- Concluding Lectire and Ev
a, erntire novel.

The U.S.
luations

e Dictatorship
thern Cone

in Central America



