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Alexander and the Amazons

Amazons. Lhey inhabited the ptains ol ' hemuscyra in the area of the river
Thermodon. [25] and their queen. Thalestris, held sway over all those
between the Caucasus and the river Phasis. Passionately eager to meet
Alexander, she journeyed from her realm and when she was not far off she
sent messengers ahead to announce that a queen had come who was longing
to see him and make his acquaintance. { 26) Granted an immediate audience.
she ordered her company to halt while she went forward attended by 300
women; as soon as she caught sight of the king she leaped unaided from her

(3) A Bandit's Life

[he whole compans applauded this specchn and thev
p\nsqi a resolittion 1o aceept the new man as a thorogohly
x_.ms’tn(torv recruit and o canvass the ((mnrr‘,\i«h“f()r
further additions to their depleted ranks. The newcomer
lefr the cave and returned ina few minutes. usherinen o
sturdy vouna fellow who came {ully up to speatficaiions:
fovr there was no other man present worihy of u»mpu:mn'
with him. Bosides his mnghev thews he was a whole nead
m_ilcr than ail ihe others: and vet the down was onls l)wi\n—
mng o spread acvoss his cheeks. He was poorlv clad with
patched odds and ends of oth strung anvhow tosether
throush which his broad breast and brawny belly .:vcm(‘(i
bursting. '

Such was the man thar sirode in ‘Hallo." he said, "vassals

of the warrior-cod Mars and hen cforward mv trusey fellow-

horse, carrying two spears in her right hand. [ 2 7] The dress of Amazo 5
not entirely cover the body: the left side is bare to the breast but ci....ed
beyond that, while the skirt of the garment. which is gathered into a knot,
stops above the knee. [28] One breast is kept whole for feeding children of
female sex and the right is cauterized to faciitate bending the bow and
handling weapons.

[29] Thalestnis looked at the king. no sign of fear on her face. Her eves
surveyed a physique that in no way matched his dlustnious record - for all
barbarians have respect for physical presence, believing that only thuse on
whom nature has thought fit to confer extraordinary appearance are capubie
of great achievements. [ 30] When asked if she had a request to make she
unhesitatingly declared that she had come in order to share children with the
king, since she was a fitting person on whom to beget heurs for his empire
A child of the female sex she would keep. she said. but a male she would 2nve
to his father. {31] Alexander asked if Thalestris wished to accompany him
on his campaigns, but she declined on the grounds that she had lett her
kingdom unprotected, and she kept asking tum not to let her leave dis-
appotnted in her hopes. [32] The woman's enthusiasm for sex was keener
than Alexander's and she pressed him to stop there a few days. Thirteen days
were devoted to serving her passion, aiter which Thalestns headed for her
kingdom and Alexander for Parthiene.’?

campaigners. Welcome merrily a merry lad
H_mr takes a stab in the body as cheerfully as
h'l»’ hand, and laughs at buebhear death. Don't think that
[m_A begearly crawling fellow: and don’r estimate my
mertts from my rags. Once [ was captain of a valiant band
that devastired Macedonia from one end 1o the other. [
am that famous freehooter Haemus the Thracian, whése
name s enongh to overawe 2 whole provinee. Theron was
v hither, who in his time was alo a robber of renown
[ was nourshed on human blood and rearcd among thé
chowess droups of the protession, the heir and rival <:f my
[ather's power. But T lost in a short time the whole of that
numcerons and valiant band and all s mazazines, For [
made anartach frowned-ar by Mars.upona hir :
of Cacsar’s who had fallen on evil davs, Jus F
At the besnnme ar T maddle the tale”
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