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Course Description

This course will explore the history of organized labor in Great
Britain, France and Germany since 1900. Its central aim will be to
compare the industrial and political activities of the labor
movement in the three countries, and to account historically for
their contrasting trajectories of development. While the main
focus will fall on formal organizations such as trade unions and
political parties, we will also look closely at the changing
relationship of such bodies to their potential constituents on the
one hand, and to their adversaries or bargaining psz tners on the
other. Thus particular emphasis will be placed on the role of
employers and the state in shaping the options open to labor
organizations at different moments, and on the implications of the
latter’s own strategic choices for their ability to mobil ze
support from the wider working-class.

ritten Requirements

Two eight-ten page papers and a final examination.

Paper I (due at the end of week five): Compare and contrast the
development of the labour movement before 1914 in at least two of
the three countries.

Paper II1 (due at the end of week eleven): Compare an contrast the
impact on the development of the labor movement in at least two of
tt three countries of either World War I or the Great Depression.

Reading

The reading for this course will be heavy, and students will need
to keep up as we go along to follow the lectures and participate in

discussion. All starred items are required reading, and where
possible I have indicated the single most important item with a
double asterisk (**). Unstarred items are intended as further

reading for those who wish to go deeper into particular topics.
All starred books and most unstarred books will be held on reserve
at the Helen C. White Library.
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Second World War’, in B. Pimlott and C. Cook (eds.), Trade
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Week 13: Postwar Britain
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Week 14: Postwar France
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Allen and Unwin, 1982), pp. 15-93.
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Week 15: Postwar Germany

*%¥A.,S. Markovits and C.S. Allen, "Trade Unions and the Economic
Crisis: The West German Case", in Gourevitch et al., Unions and
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(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 19386).
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(New Yor : St. Martins Press, 1988).
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{New York: St. Martins Press, 1986).

W.D. Graf, The German Left Since 1945 (Cambridge, MA: Oleander
Press, 1986).

W. Streeck, "Co-Deter ination: The Fourth Decade", in B. Wilpert
and A. Sorge, eds., International Perspectives on Organizational
De—~-racy, International Yearbook of Organizational Democracy,
voi. II, (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1984), pp. 393-422.




