
SYLLABUS FOR HISTORY OF SOUTH ASIA TO THE PRESENT 

I. The Subcontinent of India: Its Lands, Peoples, and Tongues 

1. The Country: Geographic Unity and Diversity 

2. The Peoples: Demographic and Linguistic Roots 

Text Readings: 

Adam Watson, A Concise History of India (London & New York: 1974 &c), 
pp. 3-38. Paperback. Abbr.: CHI. 

Stanley Wolpert, A New History of India (New York: OUP, 1977), pp. 3-23. 
Paperback. Abbr.: NHI. 

Other Readings: § 

R.E. Frykenberg, India (Lexington, MA: 1973), pp. 1-21. pb. 
T.G. Percival Spear, India Pakistan and the West (Oxford: OUP, 1967 edition), 

pp. 1-32. 
W.H. Gilbert, Peoples of India (Washington: 1944). Dated but useful. 
Kingsley Davis, The Population of India and Pakistan (Princeton: 1951). 

While outdated, useful. 
Joseph Schwartzberg. Historical Atlas of South Asia (Chicago: University 

of Chicago Press, 1978 ). 

II. The Classical Heritage: 

1. The Sacred Traditions 

2. The Cultural Legacies 

Text Readings: 

CHI, pp. 39-86; NHI, pp. 24-103. 

Other Readings: 

Theodore deBary (ed.), Sources of Indian Tradition (New York: Columbia 
University Press, 1958 & later editions), pp. 210-

0.L. Chavarria-Aguilar (ed.), Traditional India (Englewood Cliffs, NJ: 
Prentice Hall, 1964). Spectrum S-100 Pb. 

T.J. Hopkins, The Hindu Religious Tradition (Encino, Co: Dickenson Publishing 
Company, Inc., 1971), Pb. 

K.M. Sen, Hinduism (New York: Penguin A 515, 1961 &c). 
Tales of Ancient India (Chicago: 1959: New York: 1961), J.A.B. Van Buitenen 

§ Note: Recommended and to be found on reserve in Library. 
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Syllabus for History of South Asia to the Present (continued) 

III. The Social Structures 

lo Family: Kinship Strength and Lineage Patterns of North and South 

2. Community: Caste and Tribe in Classes and Categories 

3. Village, Town, and City: Morphologies of Locality and Space 

Text Readings: 

Pauline Kolenda, Caste in Contemporary India: Beyond Organic Solidarity 
(Menlo Park, CA: Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company, Inc., 1978), 
pp. 1-111. 

Other Readings: 

William and Charlotte Wiser, Behind Mud Walls, 1930-1960 (Berkeley: UCP Ph., 
1969 edition). 

S.C. Dube, Indian Village (New York: Harper Pb edition, 1967). 
David G. Mandelbaum, "Gamily, Jati and Village," in Structure and Change 

in Indian Society (Chicago: Aldine, 1968), pp. 29-50. Edited by M. Singer 
and B.S. Cohn. 

G. Morris Carstairs, The Twice-Born (London: 1957). 

IV. The Islamic Impact 

l. Arabian Religion and Sacred Language 

2. Persian Culture: Contributions of Sophistication, Style, and Taste 

3. Turkish Military and Administrative Organization 

(l) The Sultanates of Delhi 
(2) The Sultanates of the Deccan 

Text Readings: 

CHI, pp. 87-128; and NHI, pp. 104-167. 

Other Readings: 

S.M. Ikram and A.T. Embree, Muslim Civilization in India 
(New York: Columbia University Press, 1964). 

Percival Spear, India: A Modern History (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 
Press, 1972 edition), pp. l-60; and/or A History of India, Vol. 2 
(New York: Pelican Pb, 1966 & later editions). 

Simon Digby, Warhorse and Elephant in the Delhi Sultanate 
Adam Watson, War of the Goldsmith's Daughter 
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Syllabus for History of South Asia to the Present 

V. The European Influences 

1. The Littoral Enclaves from 1498 to 1746 

2. The Company's Rise no Imperial Hegemony: 1751 to 1857 

(l) The 11 Baniya11 Company and Commercial Expansion 
(2) The 11 Kompanee Bahadoor11 and Military Conquest 
(3) The Company Raj and Cultural Integration 

Text Readings: 

CHI, pp. ll-20, 105-143; NHI, pp. 135-238. 
Philtp Mason, A Matter of Honour (New York: Penguin, 1974, 1976). 

Other Readings: 

Philip Woodruff, The Men Who Ruled India: The Founders (London: 1953; 
or later editions). First of two volumes. 

L.S.S. O'Malley, Modern India and the West (Oxford: 1941). 
P.J. Marshall, East Indian Fortunes (Oxford: 1976). 

VI. The Indian Empire - or, The 11 Raj 11 

1. The Crown's Rule and the Victorian Order in India 

2. The 11 Indianization11 of India 

Text Readings: 

CHI, pp. 129-158; NHI, pp. 139-149. Philip Mason. 

Other Readings: 

Philip Woodruff, The Men Who Ruled India: the Guardians (London: 1954 
& later editions). Second of two volumes. 

Percival Griffiths, The British Impact on India (London: 1953). 
Edward Thompson & G.T. Garratt, The Rise and Fulfilment of British Rule 

in India (London: ). 
Hugh Tinker, Tne Development of Local Self-Government in India, Pakistan, 

and Ceylon . (London: 1953). 
S. Gopal, British Policy in India, 1858-1905 (Cambridge: 1965). 
H.H. Dodwell, A Sketch of the History of India from 1858 to 1918 

(London: 1925) . 
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Syllabus for History of South Asia to the Present 

VII. The National Movements 

1. The Rise of the Indian National Congress 

2. The Reactions of the Muslims in British India 

3. The Realities of the British Capacity to Govern India 

Text Readings ~ 

NHI, pp. 250-300. 

John R. McLane, Indian Nationalism and the Early Congress (Princeton: 1977). 
Peter Hardy, Muslims of British India (Cambridge: 1972). 

Other Readings: 

Edwin Hirschmann, 'White Mutiny': The Ilbert Bill Crisis in India and the 
Genesis of the Indian National Congress (Delhi: 1980). 

Barbara Metcalf, Deoband and Islamic Renewal in British India (Princeton: 
1982). 

K.K. Aziz, Britain and Muslim India (London 1963). 
I.H. Qureshi, The Muslim Community in the Indo-Pakistan Sub-Continent 

(610-1947) (S. Gravenhague: 1962), pp. 212-78. 

VIII. The Struggles for Independence 

1. The Constitutional Reforms and Growing Self-Rule (Swaraj) 

2. The Extra-Constitutional Campaigns (Satyagraha, &c) 

Text Readings: 

NHI, 301-350. 

Other Readings: 

A.T. Embree, India's Search for National Identity (NY: 1972). 
J.R. McLane, The Political Awakening of India (Englewood Cliffs 

NJ: Spectrum S-211, 1970), pp. 1-50. 
B.N. Pandy, The Breakup of British India (London & New York: Macmillan, 

1969), pp. 1-80. 
M.K. Gandhi, The Story of My Experiments with Truth (Boston: 1960). 
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Syllabus for History of South Asia to the Present 

IX. The Partition of India and Its Aftermath 

l. The Collapse of Consensus and Its Consequences 

2. The Path of Direct Action and South Asia's "Holocaust" 

Text Readings: 

Other Readings: 

Penderal Moon, Divide and Quit (Berkeley: UCP, 1962). 
B.N. Pandey, The Breakup of British India (London: 1969). 
Hugh Tinker, Experiment with Freedom: India and Pakistan, 1947 

(Oxford: 1967). Catham House Essays, No. 16. 

X. The Politics of the New India 

l. The Era of Congress Raj under Nehru: 1947-1964 

2. The Decline of Party Politics under Indira Gandhi: 1966-1971 

3. The Rise and Fulfilment of Indira Raj: 1971-77; 1980-

Text Readings: 

CHI, pp. 159-177; NHI, pp. 35l-416o 
James Manor, "Party Decay and Political Crisis in India", The Washington 

Quarterly (Summer 1981), Vol. l, No. 3, 25-40. 
L.I. Rudolph and S.H. Rudolph, The Modernity of Tradition: Political 

Development in India (Chicago: 1967). 
Henry C. Hart, (ed.), Indira Gandhi's India (Boulder: Westview Press, 1976). 
Ved Mehta, The New India (New York: Penguin Books, 1978). 

Other Readings: 

Hugh Tinker, India and Pakistan (New York: Praeger, 1962). 
Rajni Kothari, Politics in India (Boston: 1970) 
N.D. Palmer, The Indian Political System (Boston: 1961) 
Robert L. Hardgrave, Jr., India: Government and Politics in a Developing 

Nation (New York: Harcourt &c, 1980 ed.). 
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Syllabus for History of South Asia to the Present 

XI. The Place of South Asia in the Vortex of World Power 

1. The Dilemmas of Dual Economies: Poverty and Plenty 

2. The Problems of Pakistan leading to Its Partition 

3. The Emergence of India to Paramountcy in South Asia 

4. The "Annexation11 of Afghanistan and Soviet Arrival as a Power Within 
South Asia 

Text Readings: 

Kusum Nair, Blossoms in the Dust (New York: 1961). 
Stephen Cohen and Richard L. Park, India: An Emergent Power (New York: 

Crane, Russak & Co., Inc., 1978). 

Other Readings: 

John P. Lewis, Quiet Crisis in India (New York: 1964) 
George Rosen, Democracy and Economic Change in India (Berkeley: UCP, 

Pb, 1967). 
Barbara Ward, India and the West (New York: 1961). 
Francine R. Frankel, India 1 s Green Revolution: Economic Gains and Political 

Costs (Princeton: 1971). 
India: A Rising Middle Power (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1979). 

edited by John W. Mellor. 
Alastair Lamb, The China-India Border (Oxford: 1964). 

Dalvi, Himalayan Blunder 
S.R. Chaudhuri~The Genesis of Bangladesh (New York: 1972) 
Nancy Peabody Newell & RichardS. Newell, The Struggle for Afghanistan 

(Ithica, NY: 1981). 
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