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History 124 British History: 1688 to the Present Mr. Donnelly

COURSE DESCRIPTION

History 124 is the second half of a two-semester sequence surveying the history
of England and the BritiIsh empire. The course extends from the "Blccdless
Revolution” of 1638 to the "Welfare State" of the 1980s.

History 124 is concerned with the transformation of England from a thinly
settled, mainlv rural, economically underdeveloped, and politically unstatle
nation in the late 17th century into a thickly peopled and heavily urbaniced
country renowned for political stability in the 19th and 20th centuries. O
major objective of the course will be to illuminate the process by which Enzland
achieved stable constitutional monarchy, based on a powerful elite of landed and
mcnied families, and the wavs in which this form of governmen: peacefully
evolved into a parliamentary democracy controlled by the masses. A second goal
will be to explain how Enzland harnessed its modest economic rescurces 1n such a
way as to give birth to the epoch-making Industrial Revolution, and how the new
industrial society moved from private enterprise and laisse~ “~ire to socialism
and the welfare state. A third objective will be to draw meaning from Britain's
great extension and exploitation of empire in the 138th and 19th centuries as
well as from the collapse of the imperial edifice of :zhe 20th.
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LECTUP®®
Lectures two days per week (TR, 12:00-1:15 p.m.), supplemented by weekly

discussion meetings and/or audio-visual presentations, includinz films, scund
filmstrips, slides, and music.

mmTTTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMINATIONS

Besides a final exam, there will be either one or two hour :ams, depending upon
the decision of the students during the first week of class. Those students who
take the course for 4 credits will be asked to do a short essay (2,500 words) on
an issue relating to the subject matter of the course.

GRADING SYSTr=™

If the students decide to have only one hour exam plus the final, the grade for
the course will be determined on the following basis: active interest and
regular participation in discussion, 15 percent; hour exam, 35 percent; final
exam, 50 percent. If, on the other hand, the students decide to have two hour
exams, plus the final, a number of grading options will be offered, allowing
students to determine, within broad limits, how they wish their grade for the
course to be determined.
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REQUIP™"™ READINGS

Briggs, Asa, “Y*~*orian Pc--'- (Chicago U.P.).

Hay, Douglas, et ="' , *'bion's Fatal Tree: Crir~ ~nd Socie* =~ Ti-hteenth-
Century England (rantneon Books).

Hobsbawm, E. J., Industry and Empire. Pelican Economic History of England, Vol.
3 (Penguin Books).

Porter, Bernard, Tr- Tis=t'~ “hare (Longman).

Prall, Stuart E., The Bloodless P~~lution: England, 1688 (University of
Wisconsin Press).

Webb, R. K., Modern England, 2nd ed. (Harper and Row).
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GENERAL COURSE OQUT™T "ME

week
1/18 - 1/22
1/25 - 1/29
2/1 = 2/5
2/8 - 2/12
2/15 - 2/19
2/22 - 2/26
2/29 - 3/4
3/7 - 3/11
3/21 - 3/25
3/28 - 4/1
L]4 - 4/8
4/11 - 4/15
4/18 ~ 4/22
4/25 - 4/29
5/2 - 5/6

3 Mr. Donnelly

Topic

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Crown and Parliament under the Later Stuarts, 1660-38

The Bloodless Revolution: Defended and Confirmed,

1688-1714

Early Eighteenth-Century England, 1714-42
Scotland, Ireland, and the Empire

The New Religion and the New Politics, 1770-89
The Economic Revolution, 1780-1840

Britain and the French Revolution, 1789-1815

The Growth of Liberalism and the Triumph of Reform,
1815-47

Social Discord and Liberal Consensus, 1830-67

The Claims of Democracy anrd Nationalityv, 1867-1900
Imperialism, 1870-1914

Social Reform, 1870-1914

Britain and World wWar I

The Interwar Years, 1918-39

Great Challenges: War, Sccialism, and Prosperity,
1940-67
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1/18-1/22

1/25-1/29

2/1-2/5

2/8-2/12

2/15-2/19

2/22-2/26

2/29-3/4

3/7-3/11

3/21-3/25

3/28-4/1

4]4-4/8

4/11-4/15
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»~quired Reading

Topic

Crown and Parliament under the Later

Stuarts, 1660-88

The Bloodless Revolution:
and Confirmed, 1688-1714

Early Eighteenth-Century England,

1714-42

Scotland, Ireland and the Empire

The New Relizion and the New Politics,

1770-89

The Economic Revolution, 1780-1840

Britain and the French Revolution,

1789-1815

The Growth of Liberalism and the

Triumph of Reform, 1815-47

Social Discord and Liberal
Consensus, 1830-67

The Claims of Democracy and
Nationality, 1867-1900

Imperialism, 1870-1914

Social Reform, 1870-1914

Mr. Donnelly

Readings

Prall, 166-293

Webb, 1-32, 42-60;
Hay et al., 17-117

Webb, 60-69, 73-81;
Hay et al., 167-308

Webb, 32-42,
81-101, 11%9-28

Webb, 102-119;
Hobsbawm, 23-108

Webb, 129-51

Webb, 152-233;
Briggs, 1-139

Webb, 233-77,
296-312; Briggs,
140-299; Hobsbawm,
chaps. 6-7

Webb, 331-45,
358-416, 426-31;
Porter, 1-151

Webb, 345-358,
431-48; Porter,
152-232

Webb, 448-61,
462-75; Hobsbawm,
chaps. 8-10
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47/18-4/22

4/25-4/29

5/2-5/6

REQUIRED

Britain and World War I

ar Years,

Great Challengzes:
and Prosperity,

1940-67

[NG CONT'D

1918-39

Socialism,

Mr.

Webb, 75-
Porter, 2

L W
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Webb, 502-36;
Porter, 259-302;

Hobsktawm,

207-48

Webb, 536-45,

558-93;

Porter, 303-34;

Hobsbawm,
313-21

249-9Z,
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WAAl-

10.

11.

1987-88

Webb: Page Convers

lst Ed.

1-32, 42-60
60-69, 73-81
32-42, 81-101,

102-19

233-77, 296-312

331-45, 358-416, 426-31

345-58, 431-48
L48-61, 462-75
475-502
502-36

536-45, 538-93

ions

119-28

Mr. Donnelly

2nd Ed.

1-30, 40-61
61-71, 79-86

30-39, 86-104, 122-31

236-82, 301-16

481-509
509-41
541-49, 563-626
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HISTORY 124 PAPER GUIDELINES MR. DONNELLY

Four-credit students are required to write an analytical essay of some
2,500 words based on the reading of one biography or memoir chosen from the
list provided. Choose your topic with care. It 1s easier to write about
something that interests you. Feel free to consult us about selecting a
topic or book from the list. The paper is due on the last day of class,
May 8. Late papers will not be accepted.

The purpose of the assignment is to develop vour reading and writing
skills. The topics reflect controversial arsas in British historiography.
The questions listed under each topic are guidelines to assist you in
developing a single theme around which you will organize your paper.
Consider the guestions collectively as ways of defining this theme. In
other words, do not select only one question if more than one is provided.

Since each of the topics conceras a controversial issue in British
history, authors cited under each topic may well take different or
diametrically cpposed views. You may even f£ind thz% the book you have
chosen takes a position on a certain subject which challenges the analysis
offered in your required reading or by the lecturer or T.A. You might then
wish to explain why one argument is more persuasive than the other. But
the important thing is that you extract from the btcok the author's thesis.
This is the first step in reading history analytically.

In organizing your paper you might wish to adhere to the following
guidelines:

1) Discuss briefly the nature and significance of the general topic.

2) Select a theme related to this controversial phenomenon, event, or
person.

3) Identify and describe the author's position on this theme and

support your generalizations with examples.
4) Assess how convincingly the author has presented his/her position.

Your paper should be no less than 8 pages and no more than 12 pages
long, typed and double-spaced. Most standard typewriters will yield about
250 words per page with one-inch margins. If your typewriter does not,
adjust the length accordingly.

History is a literary as well as an academic discipline and as in all
other fields, a clear. precise. and smooth writing stvle is of the utmost
i T :
subject is inevitably reflected by how well you express your thoughts on
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paper. We are not interested in what you meant to say but in what you
actually say. You will only do yourself a disservice by couching your
ideas in awkward, imprecise, and unclear prose. No matter how good your
writing skills are, there is always room for improvement. A wonderful and
concise review of some of the basic rules of good writing can be found in
William Strunk, Jr. and E. B. White, The Elements of Stvle, available at
the University Book Store.

Another valuable resource to aid you in developing your writing style
is the Writing Lab in 6171 H.C. White. In addition to providing a series
of short courses on various aspects of paper writing, the Writing Lab staff
will sit down with you individually to assess the strengths and weaknesses
of your written work. We would strongly advise you to aim at finishing
your paper a week before the due date and then taking it to the Writing Lab
for revisions. You might also ask a friend to read your paper to see 1if
you are saying exactly what you mean to say. And also give yourself enough
time to polish the prose of your first draft.

Do not ignore the conventional scholarly apparatus in your essay. You
must footnote 1) direct quotes and 2) the controversial opinions of others,
even when you describe them in your own words. Avoid lengthy guotes.

Since you are dealing with only one book you can use the following informal
method of citation. Wwithin the text place the author's last name and the
page number of your reference in parentheses, for example (Prall, p. 15).
You might also wish to cite relevant material from your reguired reading or
the lectures, for example (Donnelly, month/day).

Give your paper a title which suggests the theme you are examining and
make sure you have offered the full title of the book you have chosen in
your first paragraph.

Spelling mistakes are intolerable. Keep a dictionary at hand when you
do your final draft.

One last reminder -- do not judge a book by the number of pages it
contains. It 1s sometimes easier to read a long book than a turgid,
jargon-loaded short one. Perhaps the most entertaining book on the list of
paper topics is Robert Blake's Disraeli, a modest tome of over 600 pages.
Consult us for suggestions of what are "good reads,” but remember, there is
no accounting for taste.

1iving said all this, it may seem merciless to then tell you to have
fun with the papers. For many of us the writing process serves to
crystallize and sharpen our thinking, and thinking can be a very enjoyable
proc ss. Rer aber the words of Dorothy Parker: "I hate writing but I love
having written.”
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Suggested Paper Topics, 1638-1340

1. The Revolution of 1638: Explore the extent to which the personalities
and policies of James II and William of Orange brought about the
revolution. Was William justified in assisting disaffzctad Englishmen
in the overthrow of the hereditary monarch James? How do you account
for James's tragedy? Can his failure be attributed to his own williul
blunders, or were other forces at work against him? Was James a
tyrant? Was William a liberator?

Maurice Ashley, James II (12377
S.B. Baxter, William IIZI (1966
J.P. Kenyon, Robert Spenc~~ F ~F Co-dnrland (1338)

John )’Iiller, James II: A scuar ' Nillg Sl (1973

Lucille Pinkham, Wi'liam III ana the Respectabie Revolvri~n (1934)
F.C. Turner, J""'m LI (1813)

~—

IU)

2. Early eighteenth century politiczl stability: Was the source
stability the fact that Britain was a one-party state? Where
effective authority rast -- with the king or with his ministe
Hlow do you account for Walpole's ascendancy? What facto -
and/or inhibized the emergence of an effactiv2 oprositzion parzy?

H.T. Dickinson, ®~'ingbroke (1370Q)

H.T. Dickinson, waipole and the Whic ©-poremacy (1976)
R. Hatton, Georze I (1979)
etty Kamp, Sir Robert Wel-ole (1
J.H. Plumb, Sir Robert Warpoie (2 v

o

3. George III and the constitution: Did the king really intend to
undermine the powers of parliament so as to enhance monarchical
authority? How did this percepticn lead to political unrest in
America, Ireland, and Britain? How do you account for the develd
of a parliamentary opposition? Did it emerge as part of a stru
for ideazls and principles, or was it par: of a scramble for pow
and office?

o
33
er

S. Ayling, Th= Fldar Pitt, Earl ~f Chatham (1976)

John Brooke, aing ueorze I1L (19/2y

John W. Derry, Charles James Fox (1972)

R.J.S. Uoffnan, ™2 Marquis: A Stud- ~f Lord Rockingham,
L/30-1782 (L9753)

Richard Pares, George III and the P~liticians (1954)

P.D.G. Thomas, Lord North (1976)
















10.

British fascism: How do you explain the emergence of a fascist movement
in Britain in the 1930s? What does Mosley's life tall us about the
fascist appeal? Why should Mosley, who began in the Labour party, favs
opted for a fascist solution to Britain's problems?

James Drenna, Oswald “Y~slev and British Fascisma (1975)
Oswald Mosley, My Lire (1968)
Robert Sxildelsky, Oswald Moslev (19783)

Winston Churchill: How do you account for his greatness? What were
his principles, his beliefs? How do you account for his politic al
longevity?

Charles Eade, ed., Churchill bv His Contamporaries (1733)

;
R.R. James, Church*'"; A Studv in Failure, 1200-39 (1970)

Henry Pelling, Churcaill (197%)

A.J.P. Taylor et ~Ll., Churchill Revised: A Critical Assessment (1963)

Labour since 1945: What were the achievements and failures of the
Labour party? What went wrong? Was the promise of Labour betraved

by the politicians? Can the Labour party recover its former prasminenc
in the 1280s, or is it a victim of the conservative Thatcher ravoluction
Is the division between the left and the right within the party a sour

az"

of strength or weakness’

(P!

John Campbell, ©°~v Term'ins: A Biographv (1983)

G.M.F. Drower, w~e:: Kinumock: The Path =~ Toander-his (108%)

Paul Foot, The Politics ~F Harold Wilscu (1vudy

Kenneth Harris, *=7-~~ (Lv02)

Robert Harris, Tne maxing of Nei

Simon Hoggart and David Leigh, i

Petar Kellner and Christopher Hi
to Number Ten (1976)

8ruce Reed and Geoffray Williams, Denis Healy and the Policies
of Power (1971)

Philip Williams, Hugh Gaitskell

Harold Wilson, The Tabhour ~~v~rament, 1264-71 (1971)

Michael Foot, Ansur.- ~:§é5, vol. 2 (1974)

Bernard Donoughue anu u.4. Jones, Herbert Morrison (1973)

1 Kinnock (1984%)
cha el Toot: A Portrait
he

(1
Callaghan: The Road
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