
History 111 
s~~•t~r r. 1986-87 

' 

This course will consider the destinies of civilization in Western Eurasla 

from the ei~hth ~hrough the f!rst millenniun B.C. Special attention will be 

given to the fo_:owing subjects: 

( . \ 
J..! t~e j _::h of agrlcul~ure and cities in the ~ear East (ca. 3000-JOCG S.C.), 

a.nd the ~ irst urban civ1lizat ions during the :~e:1r Eastern and c.::st·n:n 

~editerranean Bro~ze Age (~3. 30BO-l2JO B.C.); 

(2) civilizatiJn in ;:he N•::a::- ;:;:ast duri.ng the earl:' Iron. A.,;e (c&. l2Df) - S00 B.C.); 

(3) civilization ic Greek World during the early Iron ~g~ (ca. 1~ 0 0- 500 B.C.); 

(4) the Classi: Age of ~reek Civilization (ca. 500-JJO B.C.); 

and 

Eastern Civilization after hls deach (ca. J3U-l00 B.C.). 
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SPECIAL PROJECT: THE PRESOCAATIC PHILOSOPHERS 

Mr. Clover 

Students who wish to complet~ the cour~e without following the usual 

cycle of ~ination3 and poper~ may participate in a colloquium on the 

Pre~oeratic Philo~pheis -- the Gr~ek thinkers ~ho contemplated the n~ture 

of the uni.varse ~nd the meaning of l~fe before the time of the At.hen.ian 

philosopher Socrat2s (lata 5th century B.C.). ?a=ticipants ~~1: select ~ term 

paper t0p1c -- ~r e~er~bl y bu t net neccssaily o~e whtch c=~cerns the Presocratic 

?h~lo~oph9r3 ~nd cela~ed tcpics -- cy the tn~rd week ct :ha term. They w1ll 

hdnd in a first draf: of the t~=rn paper by Fr1day of the ~~ntn week of the term , 

and a second draft (revised in accordance with the instructor's somments and 

th~ student's own second thoughts ) b y the day of the final ax~minat1cn. 

During t...l'le Si:IC!este.r partlCi?ants :i.n t.he colloqul.l.l:n 'Hill use a •e-ekly d!.s-

cussion hour (in addition to the th=ee lecture hou~~~ to presant one brief 

Ptesocrati~ philcs~phy, 

background repor':.. on an aspect of /\. .1 n:i then to present a sketch 

of their term paper. 

t'articip.!tnts in the cvlloq:J.:.u::. may earn honors o:: ::egulo3r cred1:: for th~ 

cour3e. Th• sugg~sted ~3ximum teogt.h of t.h~ te~m paper's second draft varies 

with the nuober of credits: 

3 regular or honors credi ts 10 to 15 pages~ 

4 regular or hcnors cred1:s 15 to 20 pdges. 
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GENERAL COURSE OUTLINE, WEEKS VII-XV 

Week 

VII 

VII-IX 

X-XII 

Lecture Topic 

The Greek "Dark Age," ca. 1200 to 
800 B.C.: the first Greek response 
to the Iron Age; Homeric society 

The Archaic Age (ca. 800-500 B.C.): 

(a) the development of the polis 

(b) the Greeks overseas 

(c) the world of Hesiod 

(d) shamanism and the birth of 
Greek philosophy 

(e) two giants: Sparta and Athens 

The Classic Age (ca. 500-336 B.C.): 

(a) a Mediterranean showdown: 
Persia and Carthage against 
the Greeks (500-480 B.C.) 

(b) The Athenian Empire 
(480-430 B.C.) 

(c) the Peloponnesian war 
(431-404 B.C.) 

Required Reading 

*$ C. Roebuck, THE WORLD OF 
ANCIENT TIMES, pp. 174-182; 

** HISTORY 111/SPECIAL HANDOUTS, 
pp. 13-14 

*$ C. Roebuck, THE WORLD OF 
ANCIENT TIMES, pp. 182-235; 

*%$ R. Sealey, HISTORY OF THE 
GREEK CITY-STATES, pp. 10-168 

*%$ HESIOD AND THEOGNIS ( tr. D. 
Wender), pp. 11-22. 59-86 

** HISTORY 111/SPECIAL HANDOUTS, 
pp. 19-29; 

&%$ E.R. Dodds, THE GREEKS AND THE 
IRRATIONAL, pp. 135- 178 

**HISTORY 111/SPECIAL HANDOUTS, 
pp. 15-18 

*$ C. Roebuck, THE WORLD OF 
ANCIENT TIMES, pp. 236-346; 

*%$ R. Sealey, HISTORY OF THE 
GREEK CITY-STATES, 
pp. 297-385 

Mr. Clover 

Recommended Reading 

&%$ E.R. Dodds, THE GREEKS 
AND THE IRRATIONAL, 
pp. 1-178 

*%$ R. Sealey, HISTORY OF 
THE GREEK CITY-STATES, 
pp. 169-495 

&%$ E.R. Dodds, THE GREEKS 
AND THE IRRATIONAL, 
pp. 179-2 69 



(History 111 -- General Course Outline, cont'd) 

Week 

X-XII 

Lecture Topic 

(d) Life in Classic Athens 
the tragic vision of Sophocles 

(e) the waning of Classical 
Civilization and the rise of 
Macedonia 
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Required Reading 

* %$ SOPHOCLES: THE THREE THEBAN 
PLAYS (tr. R. Fagles) pp. 129- 251 
(Oedipus the King); 

** HISTORY 111/SPECIAL HANDOUTS, 
pp. 31-32 

Recommended Reading 

An announcement of the twelve weeks examination will be circulated two weeks before the examination. 

XIII-XV The Hellenistic Age (ca. 336-
200 B.C.): 

(a} the conquests of Alexander 
the Great (336-323 B.C.) 

(b) Hellenistic Civilization: 
economic, social and 
political organization 

(c) Hellenistic Civilization: 
local resistance 

The future of Greek Civilization 
around 200 B.C. 

AVERAGE WEEKLY READING: 
about 80 pages 

*$ C. Roebuck, THE WORLD OF 
ANCIENT TIMES, pp. 349-414; 

&%$ F.W. Walbank, THE HELLENISTIC 
WORLD, pp. 29-78, 159-226 

Re-read &%$ F.W. Walbank, THE 
HELLENISTIC WORLD, pp. 221-226; 
**HISTORY 111/SPECIAL HANDOUTS, p. 33 

&%$ F.W. Walbank, THE 
HELLENISTIC WORLD, 
entire 

* required text, available at the bookstores 
& optional text, available at the bookstores 
% on 3-hour reserve in H.C. White no. 1191 

** required purchase, available at Econoprint, 341 State Street 
$ available non-circu~ting in the History Library 

4257 Humanities Building, weekdays 8:30 until 
11:30 a.m. and 1:00 until 3:30p.m. 
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History 111 
(General Course Outline ) 

PROCEDURES FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE SEMESTER 

1. Students taking the course for THREE REGULAR CREDITS will write a 
twel v e weeks e xamination OR a short twelve weeks paper (suggested 
ma x imum length: 8 to 10 pages), and a final examination. 

2. Students taking the course for FOUR REGULAR CREDITS have two options: 

N.B. 

a. The y ma y write a twelve weeks examination, a f inal examination, and 
a final paper (suggested maximum length: 8 to 10 pages) which is 
due on the da y of the final examination. 

b. The y ma y write a final examination, and a final paper in two 
drafts. The f irst draft (suggested maximum length : 8 to 10 pages) 
is due on the day of the twelve weeks e xaminati on. The instructor 
will hand back this draft with s uggest ions and cri ticisms, and the 
student will submit a revised draft (suggested ma x imum length: 10 
to 15 pages) by the day of the final examination. 

FOR STUDENTS TAKING THE COURSE FOR REGULAR CREDIT, THE DEADLINE FOR 
SELECTING TERM PAPER TOPICS IS FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17th. THE TWELVE 
WEEKS EXAMINATION AND PAPER DEADLINE DATE WILL BE ANNOUNCED TWO 
WEEKS BEFORE THE EXAMINATION~ 

3 . Students participating in the Colloquium on the Presocra tic Ph ilosophers 
hand in the first draft of their final term paper b y Wednesda y , 
Nov ember 5th. The instructor will hand back this draft with 
suggestions and criticisms, and the participants will then submit a 
rev ised draft b y the day of the final e xamination. The suggested 
maximum length of the revised draft varies with the number of credits: 
3 honors or regular credits -- 10-15 pages; 4 honors o r regular credi t s 
-- 15-20 pages. 




