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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

UNNERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
Department of History 
Semester II, 1996-97 

The Ancient Mediterranean 
Mr. Clover 

After the beginnings of urban life in western Eurasia (9,000-3,000 B.C.E.) and before the onset of the 
localized Middle Ages (600 C.E.), the great societies of the ancient Mediterranean Basin fostered most 
unusual cultural fusions by bringing together the peoples of Africa, Asia and Europe. This survey course will 
consider the nature and effects of these fusions. 

LECTURES 

Three hours of lecturing each week, and a fourth hour for small-group discussion of current readings and 
lectures. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAM!NA TIQNS CSTANPARD OPTION) 

1. Students who take the course for three regular credits will write a six-weeks examination, 
a twelve-weeks examination and a final examination. 

2. Students who take the course for four regular credits will write the three examinations 
described above, and submit by the last day of class a term paper (maximum length: 
10 to 15 pages) on a topic agreed upon by the student and the instructor. The deadline 
for selecting term paper topics is Friday of the seventh week of the term. 

AN ALTERNATNE FOR COMPLETING THE COURSE CHQNORS CREDIT AVAILABLE): 
A COLLOQUIUM ON THE EARLY CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

Students who wish to complete the course without following the usual cycle of examinations and 
papers may participate in a colloquium on the early Christian Community. 
Participants will select a term paper topic (any subject which stands within the geographical and 
chronological limits of the course) by the third week of the term. They will hand in a first draft of the paper 
by Friday of the ninth week of the term, and a final draft by the day of the final examination. During the 
semester, participants will use a weekly discussion hour (in addition to the three lecture hours) to present an 
oral report on an aspect of the early Christian Community. 

Participants in the colloquium may earn honors or regular credit for the course. The suggested 
maximum length of the term paper's second draft varies with the number of credits: 

GRADING SYSTEM 

3 regular or honor credits-- 10 to 15 pages; 
4 regular or honor credits-- 15 to 20 pages. 

3 regular credits: 6 weeks exam 30%, 12 weeks exam 35%, final exam 35% of final grade. 
4 regular credits: 6 weeks exam 20%, 12 weeks exam 25%, term paper 25%, final exam 30% of fmal grade. 
colloquium: first draft of paper 30%, second draft 35%, discussion section reports 35% offmal grade. 
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APPEALS: 

READINGS 

The course staff offers second readings of examinations and papers. This is a 
no-risk review: when second opinions are given, the staff records the higher 
of the two estimates as the examination or paper grades. 

*% Mark N. Cohen, THE FOOD CRISIS IN PREHISTORY. Yale University Paperback. 
% T.F.H. Allen, NEOLITHIC URBAN PRIMACY. Article published in the Journal of 

Theoretical Biology. volume 66, year 1977. 
*% Georges Roux, ANCIENT IRAQ. 3rd ed. Penguin Books, paperback. 
*% J. Wilson, THE CULTURE OF ANCIENT EGYPT. University of Chicago Press 

(paperback). 
*% William McNeill, THE RISE OF THE WEST. University of Chicago/Phoenix 

(paperback, p 385). 
*% THE NEW JERUSALEM BIBLE: READER'S EDITION. Doubleday (paperback). 

Edited by H. W ansbrough. 
*% H. Chadwick, THE EARLY CHURCH. Penguin Books/Pelican Paperback. 
&% N.G.L. Hammond, HISTORY OF GREECE TO 322 B.C. 3rd ed. Oxford University 

Press (paperback). 
&% M. Cary and H. Scullard, HISTORY OF ROME. 3rd ed. St. Martin's Press. 
% W.L. Langer, AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF WORLD HISTORY. Boston: Houghton 

Miffiin Company (hardback). 
&% NEW COMPARATIVE WORLD ATLAS. Hammond Inc. (paperback). 
*% P. Brunt and J. Moore (ed.), RES GESTAE DIVI AUGUSTiffHE ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF THE DIVINE AUGUSTUS. Oxford University Press (paperback). 
&% Peter Brown, THE WORLD OF LATE ANTIQUITY. Norton (paperback). 
&% THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS IN ENGLISH. 3rd ed. Tr. G. Vermes. Penguin Books/ 

Penguin (paperback). 
&% Josephus, THE JEWISH WAR Tr. G. Williamson. Penguin Books/Penguin (paperback). 
&% EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITINGS. Tr. M. Staniforth. Penguin Books/Penguin 

(paperback). 
&% E. Pagels, THE GNOSTIC GOSPELS. Random House (paperback). 
*% Xenophon, ANABASIS: THE MARCH UP COUNTRY. Tr. W. Rouse. 

University of Michigan Press-Ann Arbor Paperback. 
*% Ammianus Marcellinus, THE LATER ROMAN EMPIRE (A.D. 354-378). 

Tr. W. Hamilton. Penguin Books (paperback). 
&% John Bright, A HISTORY OF ISRAEL. 3rd ed. Westminster John Knox. 

• required purchase available at the bookstores 
& optional purchases available at the bookstores 
%available on three-hour reserve in H.C. White no. 1191 


