
COURSE NO. 

102 

THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN 
Department of Histor y 

Semester I Year 1979-80 

COURSE TITLE 

U.S. since 1865 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

INSTRUCTOR 

John DeNovo 

This is a comprehensive survey of American development since Reconstruction; 
it gives attention to political, economic, social, cultural, and diplomatic 
aspects of American life. The two central themes to be developed are (1) 
the shaoing of an industrial-urban civilization, and (2) the evolution of 
the United States as a world power. The course is organized into the 
following four parts: 

Part I: Economic Growth Accompanied by Urban and Rural Discontent, 
1865-1900 (5 weeks) 

Part II: The Progressive Era and World War I, 1900-1920 (nearly 3 weeks) 
Part III: Prosperity, Bust, and the New neal, 1919-1939 (3 weeks) 
Part IV: World War II and Since (1940-1979) (4 weeks) 

LECTURES 
Normally, there will be three lectures a week (Mon., Wed., and Friday). 

A fourth hour is to be arranged for each student in a .discussion section: 
these will come during the last half of the week. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS and EXAMINATIONS 
Six weeks test: twelve weeks test: comprehensive final examination. 

GRADING SYSTE11 
6 weeks test 20%; 12 weeks test 20%; final exam 40%; discussion section 

20%. 

REQUIRED READINGS 
1. Textbook by Blum, Morgan, Rose, Schlesinger, Stampp, and Woodward, 

THE NATIONAL EXPERIENCE: A HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1865, 4th ed., 1977. 
2. Novel by Ole E. Rolvaag, GIANTS IN THE EARTH. 
3. Jane Addams, TWENTY YEARS AT HULL-HOUSE. 
4. Novel by John Steinbeck, THE GRAPES OF WRATH. 
5. Steohen Ambrose, RISE TO GLOBALISM: AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY, 1938-

1976 (rev. ed., 1976). 

ALL THE ABOVE AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK EniTIONS. 
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