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COURSE CONTENT:

The intent of History 101 is to provide an overview of economic,
political and social trends from early European discovery and settlement
(1620) to the American Civil War (1865). Naturally, the course will draw
heavily on other social science disciplines (economics, political science
and sociology) for much of its material. However, we will attempt to chart
cultural and artistic trends as well.

BASIC REQUIREMENTS:

Attendance at both lectures and discussion section is required. To
"test" for attendance at lectures, there will be occasional surprise
quizzes. Although the points allotted to the lecture quizzes are few, they
could make the difference at the end of the course. Discussion points will
be awarded to students who attend discussion sections regularly. There will
also be occasional short assignments to encourage reading and discussion on
a weekly basis.

There will be an "in class" mid-term examination and a "take-home"
essay examination, in addition to the final examination. The contribution
of each component of the course will be weighted by the following percen-
tages:

Discussion Section Points . . . . . . . . 15%
Lecture Quizzesa « ; v ¢ o 5 5 s w o w ¢ 3§ OF
Mid-term Exam (in class). . . . . . . . . 25%
Take-Home Essay Problem . . . . . . . . . 25%
Final Examination . . . . . . . . . . . . 30%

REQUIRED READING:

Students should be warned that the reading requirements for the course
are considerable. In addition to the books on order at the University
Bookstore, there will be photocopied materials and/or some reserved read-
ings. The books on order at the bookstore are:

George B. Tindall, America: A Narrative History, vol. 1 (W.W. Norton).
Norman K. Risjord (ed.), Insights on American History, vol. 1 (Harcourt,
Brace).
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J. H. St. John de Crévecoeur, Letters From An American Farmer (Penguin).

Edmund S. Morgan, The Meaning of Independence (W.W. Nortom).

F. Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederich Douglass (New American
Library).

Alexis de Tocgueville (R.D. Heffner, ed.) Democracy in America (New American
Library).

Theodore Rosengouten (ed.) Tombee (McGraw-Hill).

I realize that for some students a book list of this size may pose a
financial burden. I have requested, therefore, that these books be placed
on three (3) hour Reserve at the Historical Society Library.

EXAMINATIONS AND GRADES:

In order to avoid any confusion over the direction and content of the
course, we will be distributing the questions for midterms and the final.
It should be stressed that these are not simply study questions. They are
the examination questions just as they will appear on the examination.

The total number of points possible for all assignments, tests and
quizzes is 500. The number of points necessary to attain each grade level
are as follows:

Grade Points Total

A 460-500
A/B 410-459

B 360-409
B/C 310-359

C 250-309

D 220-249

F 0-219

We reserve the right to give the grade of "F" to any student who fails to
meet the basic requirements of the course, regardless of their point total.
In other words, you are expected to attend all lectures and all sessions of
your assigned discussion section. You are expected to complete all assign-
ments on time. You are expected to take the examinations at the prescribed
time and the designated place. If you fail to meet these basic expecta-
tions, you will receive an "F" for the course even though you may have
accumulated more than 220 points by the end of the term.

While exceptions to these basic requirements may (very occasionally) be
granted, the student is obligated to request that such an exception be
granted three days prior to the due date (for assignments) or one week prior
to the examination period (for tests). There will be no "Incompletes" or
extensions beyond the end of the term. Please, no exceptions on this score.
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PLAGIARISM:

Unfortunately, it appears necessary to comment on plagiarism and cheat-
ing. Obviously, it is expected that examinations and assignments will
reflect your own original efforts. We do not discourage studying together,
however, in the final analysis your essays, assignments and answers to the
questions on the examinations must represent your ideas and be written in

your own words.

If it is shown that your work in the course does not represent your own
efforts, the consequences can be serious. Cheating could cost you your
college career or, at the very least, it could mean an "F" in this course.
But equally important, even if you are not caught I believe that cheating is
a sign of a serious lack of respect for the people teaching the class, your
fellow students and yourself. Enough said. If you make a sincere effort to
meet the demands of the course, we will make a sincere effort to help you
pass the course. Cheating is quite unnecessary.

OTHER MATTERS OF CONCERN:
Office Hours
The Teaching Assistants will post their office hours on their office

door. Professor Sharpless will hold office hours by appointment only. His
office is 4110 Humanities.

Discussion Sections

Discussion sections will be organized on the basis of "class cards"
distributed the first class period. Students must indicate the times during
the week which are free for a section assignment. Every attempt will be
made to place students in a time slot which is convenient for both the
Teaching Assistant and the student. We are not obliged, however, to
accommodate each and every students’ needs.

Incompletes

There will be no Incompletes granted except in the case of dire illness
or death. A grade will be determined on the basis of the work completed on
the day of the final.

Final Examination

Unless otherwise indicated the Final Examination will take place on
Monday, December 19th at 7:25 p.m.





