History 901:
Citizenship, Belonging, and the Nineteenth-Century United States
Thursdays, 8:50-10:45
Humanities 5245

Steve Kantrowitz
skantrow@wisc.edu
263-1844
Humanities 5119
Officehours: Tuesday, 10-12

What was citizenship in 19t"-century America? Who could claimit? Where were the borders between inclusion and
exclusion, and between the citizenand its ideological antitheses —savage, slave, dependent, and alien? Whatother
forms of incorporation and belonging mattered in people’s lives? How did these histories interactas borders
crossed people and people crossed borders? How, when, and why did the answers to those questions change?

These questions providea lens onto some of the period’s central topics (slavery and emancipation, settler
colonialismand Nativeresistance/survivance,immigration and exclusion, the boundaries of Liberal citizenship) and
essential themes (belonging, incorporation, identity, conflict, capitalism, white supremacy, and more). This course
seeks to connect and deepen the conversations aboutthese subjects acrossthesubfields of legal, political,
immigration, African American, Native American, Asian-American,and women’s and gender history.

We area scholarly community. You are not in competition with one another, and you should striveto help each
other develop ideas. At the same time, respectful disagreement—with the texts, with me, with each other—is
crucialtointellectual life.Itis notalways easy to balancethese sometimes-competing imperatives, but we must
try. And trying inturn requires that you participateregularly and bravely, while makingsurenot to dominate
discussion.

Being a Ph.D. student is hard work. At various points you will have questions thatyou may hesitate to articulatein
front of your peers; | know the sayingis thatthere are no stupid questions, but it doesn’t always feel that way.
Pleasesubmitthese sorts of questions to me via email sothatl canrespondto them privatelyor,ifappropriate,
for the whole seminar (anonymously, of course). It’s quite likely thatmore than one of your classmates has the
same question.

Format and Workload

This is a discussion-based seminar. | will periodically offer a brief historical or historiographical overview, but for
the most partthe burden is onyou to be prepared with questions, observations, and connections.The course
requirements reflect that balance of responsibility.

The credit standard for this 3-creditcourseis met by an expectation of a total of 135 hours of student engagement
with the course’s learningactivities (atleast45 hours per creditor 9 hours per week), whichincluderegularly
scheduled meeting times (group seminar meetings of 115 minutes per week), dedicated onlinetime, reading,
writing,individual consultations with the instructor, and other student work as describedinthe syllabus.

Grading

Participationinseminar discussion:35%

Discussion leadership,including submitted roadmap for discussion:2 x 10% = 20%
Review assignment: 15%

Final essay:30%

Materials
Please make sureyou have hardcopies or offline access to the week’s readings duringseminar. Wewill be offline.
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Assignments

1. Discussion Questions and Leadership
Each week beginning on Feb. 6, one or more students will beresponsiblefor settingan agenda and guiding
discussion based uponit. That agenda shouldinclude:
¢ Essential facts aboutthe reading:
- Who s the author, what prepared them to write this book, and what relevant work followed from it?
- Whatkind of book is this?(i.e., revised dissertation, subsequentbook, trade/crossover, etc.)
* Questions essential to understandingacademic history generally:
- Whatis the book’s overarchingargument?
- How does the work’s structure advancethat argument?
- Whatfield(s) does itseek to intervene in,andin what specific way(s)?
- Whatareits sources,and what method and/or theory guides its reading of those sources?
- Whatdo we need to know about the work’s reception? (reviews, prizes, controversy, etc.)
- How does the companion articlecomplement, challenge, or complicate our understandingof the
book?
e Questions particular to this seminar:
- How does the book explicitly and/or implicitly intervenein the historiography of citizenship?
- What other interpretive lightdoes itshed on the broader question of how people belong to nations
or other forms of political community?

Note that these are starting points and guidelines:each week’s agenda should revolvearound the specificissues
and problems raised by that week’s readings.Discussionleadersshould striveto craft questions that get to the
heart of (among other things) the problems and possibilities of workin that field, how the book mobilizes specific
kinds of evidence and analysisinsupportofits argument, and the strengths and (finally) weaknesses of the book
onits own terms andin relationtorelated work. (I will provide examples of discussion questions duringour
discussion of Walter Johnsons’ Soul By Soul on Jan. 30.)

In creating this roadmap for discussion, leaders will beaided by their classmates: each week beginning Jan. 30, no
later than Wednesday at 9 a.m., every member of the seminar will post two discussion questions to Canvas.
Discussion leaders should adapt,combine, group, and in other ways curatethese questions into their own
discussion agenda, which should then be submitted to me via Canvas nolater than Wednesday at 8 p.m.

2. Book Review and Historiographical Context: Each student will writea two-part assignmentbased on one week
of the syllabus between Feb. 6 and March 26.
A: A 750-word review of the assigned book. The firstparagraph of that review must includea 50-word
statement of the book’s argument; the rest of the review should follow the model of reviews in The Journal of
American History.
B: A ca.1500-word analysisof thatwork’s relationship to some aspector aspects of the historiography of
citizenship.Insome cases the work’s author will make this explicitin the text; in other cases youwill haveto
diginto the footnotes andlook at some works with which the book is in conversation. This does not mean
reading multipleadditional books;itdoes mean learninghowto get a senseof what a book orarticleis about
without readingthe whole thing (hint: reading reviews helps a lot).

3. Final Project : Each student will writean end-of-term essay of 2000-2500 words (not including notes), to be
submitted to Canvas by the end of the day on May 11. This project may take one of several forms:
A: Draw together the readings from several weeks of the syllabus, identifyinganimportanttheme or approach
runningthrough these works in order to challengeor revisean existingconsensus or approach, or doingsome
other, comparablysignificantintellectual work. Note that the listed “Supplemental” readings for each week
may be useful for this and other final projects.
B: Identify a topicin the history of citizenship and belonginginthe U.S. thatis not covered (or not adequately
covered) on this syllabus and makean argument about how consideringthattopic would transformour
understanding of the course’s questions and themes.
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C: Outlinearesearch projectinthis field, focusingon how itis informed by the existingscholarship and howit
could transformthat scholarship.

D: Evaluatea classic overview of U.S. citizenship—e.g., Rogers Smith, Civic Ideals or James Kettner,
Development of American Citizenship — inlightof the historiography presented here, showing how the work
could be reframed or reimagined to deal with more recent historiographical developments.

Jan.23

Jan. 30

Feb. 6

Feb. 13

Feb. 20

Schedule of Course Meetings and Reading Assignments

What is citizenship and how do scholars discuss it?

e Linda Bosniak, “Varieties of Citizenship”

e Jennifer Gordon and R. A. Lenhardt, “Citizenship Talk: Bridgingthe Gap between Immigrationand
Race Perspectives”

e K. Tsianina Lomawaima,”The Mutuality of Citizenship and Sovereignty”

e Lauren Berlant, “Citizenship”

Slavery and the Conditions of Belonging

Walter Johnson, Soul by Soul: Life inside the Antebellum Slave Market ebook
e Vincent Brown, “Social Death and Political Lifein the Study of Slavery”

e Walter Johnson, “On Agency”

Supplemental:

Steven Hahn, A Nation under our Feet: Black Political Struggles in the Rural South from Slavery to the
Great Migration

Stephanie Camp, Closer to Freedom: Enslaved Women and Everyday Resistance in the Plantation
South

Manisha Sinha, The Slave’s Cause: A History of Abolition

Birthright Citizenship and Racial Difference
Martha S. Jones, Birthright Citizens: A History of Race and Rights in Antebellum America
e Bethany Berger, “Birthright Citizenship on Trial: Elk v. Wilkins and United States v. Wong Kim Ark”

Supplemental:

Stephen Kantrowitz, More Than Freedom: Fighting for Black Citizenship in a White Republic, 1829-
1889

Christian Samito, Becoming American Under Fire: Irish Americans, African Americans, and the Politics
of Citizenship during the Civil War

Citizenship in the Wartime Crisis of Slavery

Stephanie McCurry, Confederate Reckoning: Power and Politics in the Civil War South ebook

e Amy Dru Stanley, “Instead of Waitingfor the Thirteenth Amendment: The War Power, Slave
Marriage,and Inviolate Human Rights”

Supplemental:

Thavolia Glymph, The Women’s Fight: The Civil War’s Battles for Home, Freedom, and Nation
Erik Mathisen, The Loyal Republic: Traitors, Slaves, and the Remaking of Citizenship in Civil War
America

Citizenship Remade
Eric Foner, Second Founding: How the Civil War and Reconstruction Remade the Constitution


https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/HOL/Page?public=true&handle=hein.journals/flr75&div=90&start_page=2449&collection=journals&set_as_cursor=3&men_tab=srchresults
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/HOL/Page?public=true&handle=hein.journals/flr75&div=94&start_page=2493&collection=journals&set_as_cursor=0&men_tab=srchresults
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/HOL/Page?public=true&handle=hein.journals/flr75&div=94&start_page=2493&collection=journals&set_as_cursor=0&men_tab=srchresults
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/10.5250/studamerindilite.25.2.0333
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/pdf/j.ctt1287j69.13.pdf?ab_segments=0%252Fbasic_SYC-4946%252Fcontrol&refreqid=excelsior%3Ac2337b977d61c69d86f4a0dbd2b2722a
https://www-fulcrum-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/concern/monographs/z316q162x
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/23303423
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/46402
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/cdozo37&div=42&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
https://hdl-handle-net.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/2027/heb.31471
http://web.b.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=4&sid=87732813-c7e8-4b09-accb-4ed0fff1cde7%40pdc-v-sessmgr05
http://web.b.ebscohost.com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/ehost/pdfviewer/pdfviewer?vid=4&sid=87732813-c7e8-4b09-accb-4ed0fff1cde7%40pdc-v-sessmgr05
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e Stephen Kantrowitz, “White Supremacy, Settler Colonialism,andthe Two Citizenships of the
Fourteenth Amendment” (uncorrected proof)

¢ Claudio Saunt, “The Paradox of Freedom: Tribal Sovereignty and Emancipationinthe
Reconstruction of Indian Territory,” Journal of Southern History (2004)

Supplemental:

Feb. 27

Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877

Faye Dudden, Fighting Chance: The Struggle over Woman Suffrage and Black Suffrage in
Reconstruction America

Pamela Brandwein, Rethinking the Judicial Settlement of Reconstruction

Borders of Liberal Citizenship

Amy Dru Stanley, From Bondageto Contract: Wage Labor, Marriage, and the Market in the Age of
Slave Emancipation ebook

e Uday S. Mehta, “Liberal Strategies of Exclusion”

e Evelyn Atkinson, “Slaves, Coolies,and Shareholders: Corporations Claimthe Fourteenth
Amendment,” Journal of the Civil War Era 10 (March 2020),54-80 (if availablein time)

Supplemental:

Mar. 5

Mar. 12

Mar. 26

Barbara Welke, Law and the Borders of Belonging

Kate Masur, An Example for Allthe Land: Emancipation and the Struggle over Equality in Washington,
D.C.

Gregory P. Downs, Declarations of Dependence: The Long Reconstruction of Popular Politics in the
South, 1861-1908

Native Belonging against and amid the United States, 1

Nick Estes, Our History is the Future: Standing Rock versus the Dakota Access Pipeline, and the Long
Tradition of Indigenous Resistance

e Pekka Hamaldinen, “Reconstructingthe Great Plains:The Long Struggle for Sovereignty and
Dominance in the Heart of the Continent”

Supplemental:

Louis Warren, God’s Red Son: The Ghost Dance Religion and the Making of Modern America
Frederick Hoxie, Parading through History: The Crow Nation in the 19t Century

Michael Witgen, Seeing Red: Indigenous Land, Black Lives, and the Political Economy of Plunder in
North America (forthcoming)

Settler Colonialism and Incorporation
Christina Snyder, Great Crossings: Indians, Settlers, and Slaves in the Age of Jackson
¢ Patrick Wolfe, “Land, Labor, and Difference: Elementary Structures of Race”

Supplemental:

Lisa Ford, Settler Sovereignty: Jurisdiction and Indigenous People in America and Australia, 1788-1836
John Bowes, Exiles and Pioneers: Eastern Indians in the Trans-Mississippi West

Walter Johnson, The Broken Heart of America: St. Louis and the Violent History of the United States

Native Belonging against and amid the United States, 2

MauriceCrandall, The People Have Always Been a Republic: Indigenous Electorates in the U.S.-Mexico
Borderlands, 1598-1912 (skimchs.1-2)

e Michael Witgen, “Seeing Red: Race, Citizenship,and Indigeneityinthe Old Northwest”

¢ Jameson Sweet, “Native Suffrage: Race, Citizenship,and Dakota Indians inthe Upper Midwest”

Supplemental:
Deborah Rosen, American Indians and State Law: Sovereignty, Race, and Citizenship, 1790-1880


https://www.dropbox.com/s/m2gtfdhxuo7f12m/JCWE_10.1_1stproof-Kantrowitz%20edits.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/m2gtfdhxuo7f12m/JCWE_10.1_1stproof-Kantrowitz%20edits.pdf?dl=0
https://hdl-handle-net.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/2027/heb.00581
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/doi/pdf/10.1177/003232929001800402
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/26070453
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/26070453
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/2692330
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/article/710810/pdf
https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/article/717966/pdf

Apr. 2

Apr. 9

Apr. 16

Apr. 23

Apr. 30
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Sidney L. Harring, Crow Dog’s Case: American Indian Sovereignty, Tribal Law, and United States Law in
the Nineteenth Century
Cathleen Cahill, Federal Mothers and Fathers: A Social History of the Indian Service, 1869-1933

Post-emancipation Citizenship and Settler Colonialism
Kendra Field, Growing up with the Country: Family, Race, and Nation after the Civil War
e Tiva Miles, “Beyond a Boundary: Black Lives and the Settler-Native Divide”

Supplemental:

Celia Naylor, African Cherokees in Indian Territory: From Chattel to Citizens

David Chang, The Color of the Land: Race, Nation, and the Politics of Landownership in Oklahoma,
1832-1929

Nell Irvin Painter, Exodusters: Black Migration to Kansas after Reconstruction

The Conditions of Women's Citizenship
Linda Kerber, No Constitutional Right to be Ladies: Women and the Obligations of Citizenship
e Nancy Cott, “Marriageand Women’s Citizenshipinthe United States, 1830-1934"”

Supplemental:

April Haynes, Riotous Flesh: Women, Physiology, and the Solitary Vice in Nineteenth-Century America
Martha Jones, All Bound up Together: The Woman Question in African American Public Culture, 1830-
1900

Nell Irvin Painter, Sojourner Truth: A Life, A Symbol

Alien Citizens

Beth Lew-Williams, The Chinese Must Go: Violence, Exclusion, and the Making of the Alien in America
ebook

e Stacey L. Smith, “Emancipating Peons, Excluding Coolies:Reconstructing Coercioninthe American
West”

Supplemental:

Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects: lllegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America

Katherine Benton-Cohen, Inventing the Immigration Problem: The Dillingham Commission and its
Legacy

Hidetaka Hirota, Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-century Origins of
American Immigration Policy

Article workshop

Citizenship, Empire, and Subordination
Sam Erman, Almost Citizens: Puerto Rico, the U.S. Constitution, and Empire partial ebook
* Rebecca Scott, “Public Rights, Social Equality, and the Conceptual Roots of the Plessy Challenge”

Supplemental:
Paul Kramer, The Blood of Government: Race, Empire, the United States, and the Philippines
Stephen Kantrowitz, Ben Tillman and the Reconstruction of White Supremacy


https://muse-jhu-edu.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/article/730604
https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/stable/pdf/2649963.pdf?ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_SYC-4946%2Fcontrol&refreqid=search%3A2a3113c814e1d455ef34fa3936b42abb
https://www-degruyter-com.ezproxy.library.wisc.edu/viewbooktoc/product/511340
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tj70f5eprx4n9xo/Smith%20-%20Emancipating%20Peons%2C%20Excluding%20Coolies.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tj70f5eprx4n9xo/Smith%20-%20Emancipating%20Peons%2C%20Excluding%20Coolies.pdf?dl=0
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/WISC/detail.action?docID=5569595

