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SAMM NEWTON      

            
EDUCATION 
Expected Date of Dissertation Defense: Spring 2026  
 
Ph.D. Candidate, History of Science, Medicine, and Technology 

Minors, Marine Territory and Governance; Latin American History 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

M.A., Environmental Arts and Humanities  
Certificate, Risk & Uncertainty Quantification and Communication in Marine Science 
Oregon State University 

B.S., Psychology  
Minor, Anthropology 
Texas State University 

 
SELECT AWARDS AND GRANTS 

 
2025-26 William Coleman Dissertation Fellowship, Institute for Research in the 

Humanities, UW-Madison  
2024-25 Keith S. Thomson Research Fellowship, Consortium for History of Science, 

Technology and Medicine 
2024 Early Excellence in Teaching Award, Department of History, UW-Madison 
2024 Merle Curti Teaching Fellowship, Department of History, UW-Madison 
2021-22 John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship, NOAA, Wisconsin Sea Grant 
 Legislative Branch, U.S. Senate, Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR) 
2019-21 Top-Up Fellowship, Holtz Center for Science and Technology Studies, UW-

Madison 
2020-21 Foreign Language Area Studies Fellowship, Latin American, Caribbean, and 

Iberian Studies, UW-Madison 
2020-21 Mini-Fellowship, International Commission of the History of Oceanography 
2017-18 National Research Trainee Fellowship, National Science Foundation, Oregon 

State University 
2016-18 Discovering the Deep Blue Sea Grant, National Academies Keck Futures 

Initiative 
 
TEACHING & PROJECT EXPERIENCE 
 
University of Wisconsin – Madison, WI 
Principal Instructor 

Green Screen: US Env. Hist. thru Film, Department of History (Spring 2025) 
Mobile Minerals: Env. Hist. of Smart Phones, Department of History (Spring 2024) 

Teaching Assistant 
American Env. History, Matt Villeneuve, Department of History (Fall 2023) 
Green Screen: US Env. Hist. thru Film, Gregg Mitman, Department of History (Fall 2021) 

Project Assistant 
Archive Management Intern, NOAA Voices Oral History Archive (Summer 2023) 
Project Assistant, Gregg Mitman, Department of History (Summer 2021) 
Archival Research, Katharina Steiner, Department of History (Spring 2021) 
Archival Research, Alex Macartney, Yale University (Fall 2020) 
Project Assistant, Elizabeth Hennessy, Department of History (Summer 2020) 
Database Management, Claire Taylor, Department of History (Summer 2020) 

snewton4@wisc.edu 
www.sammnewton.com 
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Reader / Grader 
Sport, Recreation, and Society in the United States (Summer 2023) 
Law in Action. (Spring 2021) 
Business and Politics in U.S. History. (Spring 2020)  
Thinking Through History with Animals. (Fall 2019)  

 
Oregon State University – Corvallis, OR 
Teaching Assistant 

Introduction to the Visual Arts. (Fall 2018) 
Sustainable Landscapes. (Winter & Spring 2016) 
Pollinators in Peril. (Fall 2016)  

 
SELECT RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
2019-24 Aerial and Aquatic Flapping Flight at Low Reynolds Numbers, NSF CAREER 

Grant; Interdisciplinary Research Project with PI: Dr. David Murphy. University of 
South Florida 

2017-19 Swimming in Sea Butterflies: Physics, Physiology, Ecology, Art, and Design 
Inspiration for an Aquatic Micro-Aerial Vehicle, NAKFI Deep Blue Sea Grant; 
Interdisciplinary Research Project with Co-PIs: Dr. Amy Maas, Dr. David Murphy 
and Samm Newton, Bermuda Institute of Ocean Sciences 

2017-18 Communication Practices for Big Data Analytics, NSF, NRT Fellowship; 
Transdisciplinary Research Trainee with PI: Dr. Lorenzo Ciannelli, Oregon State 
University 

 
SELECT SCHOLARLY and PUBLIC WRITING 
 
Scholarly Writing 
 
Firl, Alrik, Katlyn Haven, and Samm Newton. Emerging Technologies In Fisheries Science: A 

Transdisciplinary Report. Oregon State University, 2019.  
 Newton, Samm. “The Space Between: How We Understood, Valued, and Governed the 

Ocean Through the Process of Marine Science and Emerging Technologies.” Master’s 
thesis, Oregon State University, 2018. 

 
Public Writing & Media 
 
Müller, Simone. (From Trash Trade to Waste Colonialism: A Conversation with Simone Müller) 

Interview with Paul Sutter. Edge Effects. Podcast audio. Produced by Bri Meyer, Weishun 
Lu, and Samm Newton. Feb. 15, 2024.  

“Troubling Time.” Special Online Series, Edge Effects. Series Editors: Laurent, Rebecca, 
Weishun Lu, Rudy Molinek, Samm Newton, and Prerna Rana. Spring 2024. 

Gerhardt, Christina. (Centering Islands in a Rising Ocean: A Conversation with Christina 
Gerhardt) Interview with Samm Newton. Edge Effects. Podcast audio. Produced by 
Weishun Lu and Samm Newton. Oct. 12, 2023.  

Mass, Amy, David Murphy, and Samm Newton. Mariposas Marinas / Sea Butterflies. Self-
published with the Arizona State University Center for Science and the Imagination and 
the National Science Foundation. December 2024. 

Newton, Samm. Review of Jue, Melody and Rafico Ruiz, eds. Saturation: An Elemental 
Politics. H-Environment, H-Net Reviews. May, 2023. 

Newton, Samm. Review of Spezio, Teresa Sabol, Slick Policy: Environmental and Science 
Policy in the Aftermath of the Santa Barbara Oil Spill. H-Environment, H-Net Reviews. 
September, 2020. 
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SELECT CONFERENCES AND PUBLIC SPEAKING 
 
Panels 
2025 “Oceanic Expertise, Extraction, and Empire” [Accepted Symposia] 27th 

International Congress of History of Science and Technology, June 29 – July 5.  
2024 “Speculative Practices in the Making of Deep-Ocean Frontiers.” American 

Society for Environmental History Annual Conference, April 3 – 7.  
2021 “Pteropods Realized.” [Virtual, Feminist Approaches to Marine Social 

Science] American Association of Geographers Annual Meeting, April 7 – 9. 
 
Presentations 
2020 “Pteropods Realized.” [Paper Accepted; Cancelled due to COVID-19] 

Midwest Junto for the History of Science, Iowa State University, April 26, 2020. 
Ames, IA.  

2018 "The Space Between: Integrating Practice-led Research Methods into the 
Blue Humanities and as Part of Collaborative Teams.” Environmental Arts 
and Humanities Graduate Conference, May 24, 2918. Corvallis, OR. 

 
Invited Talks 
2019 Science in Context: How to Explore Changing Ocean Conditions through 

the Environmental Arts & Humanities. [All-Day Workshop] South Slough 
National Estuarine Reserve, Feb. 17, 2019. Charleston, OR. 

 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE & AFFILIATIONS 
 
University of Wisconsin-Madison Service 
2023-Pres. Student Representative, Graduate Council, Department of History. 
2023-Pres. Editor, Edge Effects Magazine, Center for Culture, History, and the 

Environment, the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies. 
2019-Pres. Graduate Associate, Center for Culture, History, and the Environment, the 

Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies. 
2019-2021 Board Member, Graduate School Dean’s Advisory Board.  
 
CREATIVE PRACTICE 
 
Select Residencies and Exhibits 
2021 (Group Exhibit/Invited Artist) “In Dark Seas: Swimming with Sea Butterflies.” 

Bermuda National Gallery, BIOS x BNG, Fall 2021. Hamilton, BD. 
2019 (Featured Artist) Hatfield Marine Science Center, Spring 2019. Newport OR. 
2018 (Artist/Scholar in Residence) Bermuda Institute of Ocean Science, St. 

George’s, BD. 
2018 (Solo Exhibit) “The Need to Know Comes in Waves.” Oregon State University 

Center for the Humanities, Autzen House Gallery, Fall 2018. Corvallis, OR. 
2017 (Artist at Sea) BIOS-SCOPE, Research Vessel Atlantic Explorer, Bermuda 

Institute of Ocean Science, St. George’s, BD. 
2017 (Best in Show) “Pteropods Realized.” Mixed Media. State of the Coast, Oct. 

26, 2017. Florence, OR. 
2016–17 (Resident Artist) Giovannoni High Throughput Microbial Cultivation Lab, 

Department of Microbiology, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, USA. 
2016–17 (Co-Curator) Group shows for SPARK + Arts and Science @ OSU. “Imagining 

the Unseen” “Connecting Communities” “Micro/Macro” Corvallis, OR, USA. 


