Medical History & Bioethics 919

GOOD & GREAT BOOKS IN THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN MEDICINE

TIME & PLACE:

DESCRIPTION:

AND PUBLIC HEALTH
Judith Walzer Leavitt & Ronald L. Numbers
Fall, 2012

Tuesday afternoons from 12:00 to 2:00 in the Department of
Medical History & Bioethics conference room (Room 1490, MSC,
1300 University Ave.).

Each week during the semester we will read an assigned book (see
below). Each student in the seminar will assume responsibility for
leading at least one class discussion, will serve as a backup for a
second discussion, will write a review (suitable for publication in
the Bulletin of the History of Medicine) of one of the assigned
books (due one week after the discussion of that book), and will
write a final historiographical essay of no more than ten double-
spaced, typed pages. The last assignment can focus on (1) an
approved topic of interest to the student or (2) an explanation of
how the assigned books reinforce or modify the narrative of
American medicine presented in the first half of Paul Starr’s
Pulitzer Prize-winning The Social Transformation of American
Medicine (New York: Basic Books, 1982). Graduate students
who have passed prelims are encouraged to register for the course.
Their requirements are to keep up with the reading and come to
seminar prepared to participate in the discussion; they are not
required to do the written assignments.

Sept. 4 Charles E. Rosenberg, The Cholera Years: The United States in 1832,
1849, and 1866 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962).

John Harley Warner, “From Specificity to Universalism in Medical
Therapeutics: Transformation in the 19th-Century United States,” in
Leavitt & Numbers, eds., Sickness and Health in America, pp. 87-101.

Sept. 11 David S. Jones, Rationalizing Epidemics: Meanings and Uses of
American Indian Mortality since 1600 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 2004).

Sept. 18 Laurel Ulrich, 4 Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on

Her Diary, 1785-1812 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990).




Sept. 25

Oct. 2

Oct. 9

Oct. 16

Oct. 23

Oct. 30

Nov. 6

Nov. 13

Nov. 20

Nov. 27

Dec. 4

Dec. 11

Jeremy A. Greene, Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of
Disease (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007).

Arleen Tuchman, Science Has No Sex: The Life of Marie Zakrzewska,
M.D. (The University of North Carolina Press, 2006).

Bert Hansen, Picturing Medical Progress from Pasteur to Polio: A
History of Mass Media Images and Popular Attitudes in America (New
Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2009).

Judith Walzer Leavitt, Brought to Bed: Childbearing in America, 1750 to
1950 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987).

Nancy Tomes, The Gospel of Germs: Men, Women, and the Microbe in
American Life (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1998).

Jim Downs, Sick from Freedom: African-American Iliness and Suffering
during the Civil War and Reconstruction (New York: Oxford UP, 2012).

Leslie J. Reagan, Dangerous Pregnancies: Mothers, Disabilities, and
Abortion in Modern America (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 2010).

Gregg Mitman, Breathing Space : An Ecological History of Allergy in
America (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2006).

David M. Oshinsky, Polio. An American Story (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2005).

Susan E. Lederer, Flesh and Blood: Organ Transplantation and Blood
Transfusion in Twentieth-Century America (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2008).

Susan M. Reverby, Examining Tuskegee: The Infamous Syphilis Study
and Its Legacy (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009).

Allan M. Brandt, “The Cigarette, Risk, and American Culture,” Leavitt &
Numbers, Sickness and Health in America, pp. 494-505.

David Rosner, “Trials and Tribulations: What Happens When Historians
Enter the Courtroom,” Law and Contemporary Problems 72 (Winter
2009): 137-58.

Robert N. Proctor, Golden Holocaust: Origins of the Cigarette
Catastrophe and the Case for Abolition (Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press, 2011), pp. 459-81.



A CHRONOLOGICALLY ARRANGED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SOME VERY
' GOOD HISTORIES

Donald Fleming, William H. Welch and the Rise of Modern Medicine (Boston: Little,
Brown, 1954).

Richard Harrison Shryock, Medicine and Society in America: 1660-1860 (Ithaca,CA:
Cornell University Press, 1960).

James Harvey Young, The Toadstool Millionaires: A Social History of Patent Medicines
in American before Federal Regulation (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press,
1961).

Charles E. Rosenberg, The Cholera Years: The United States in 1832, 1849, and 1866
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1962). [Welch Medal]

George W. Corner, A History of the Rockefeller Institute, 1901-1953: Origins and
Growth (New York:, Rockefeller Institute Press, 1964).

Whitfield J. Bell, Jr., John Morgan: Continental Doctor (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1965). [Welch Medal]

Gerald N. Grob, The State and the Mentally Ill: A History of the Worcester State Hospital
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1966). [Welch Medal a]

Saul Benison, Tom Rivers: Reflections on a Life in Medicine and Science Cambridge,
Mass.: M.LT. Press, 1967). [Welch Medal]

James Harvey Young, The Medical Messiah: A Social History of Health Quackery in
Twentieth-Century America (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1967).

Joseph F. Kett, The Formation of the American Medical Profession: The Role of
Institutions, 1780-1860 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968).

Charles E. Rosenberg, The Trial of the Assassin Guiteau: Psychiatry and Law in the
Gilded Age (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1968).

Nathan G. Hale, Jr., Freud and the Americans: The Beginnings of Psychoanalysis in the
United States, 1876-1917 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1971).

David J. Rothman, The Discovery of the Asylum: Social Order and Disorder in the New
Republic (Boston: Little Brown, 1971). [AHA Beveridge Award]




- Rosema;ry Stevens, American Medicine and the Public Interest (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 1971).

William G. Rothstein, American Physicians in the 19th Century: From Sects to Science
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1972).

Gerald N. Grob, Mental Institutions in America (New York: Free Press, 1972). [Welch
Medal b]

James Whorton, Before Silent Spring: Pesticides and Public Health in Pre-DDT
America (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1974).

Ronald L. Numbers, Prophetess of Health: A Study of Ellen G. White (New York:
Harper & Row, 1976). Reprinted in a revised, enlarged third edition by Eerdmans, 2008.

Morris J. Vogel, The Invention of the Modern Hospital: Boston, 1870-1930 (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1980).

John Ettling, The Germ of Laziness: Rockefeller Philanthropy and Public Health in the
New South (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1981).

Michael Bliss, The Discovery of Insulin (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982).
[Welch Medal]

David Rosner, 4 Once Charitable Enterprise: Hospitals and Health Care in Brooklyn
and New York, 1885-1915 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982).

James C. Whorton, Crusaders for Fitness: The History of American Health Reformers
Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1982).

Paul Starr, The Social Transformation of American Medicine (New York: Basic Books,
1982). [Pulitzer Prize]

Robert E. Kohler, From Medical Chemistry to Biochemistry: The Making of a
Biomedical Discipline (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982).

Barbara Melosh, “The Physician’s Hand”: Work Culture and Conflict in American
Nursing (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1982).

Norman Gevitz, The D.O.’s: Osteopathic Medicine in America (Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 1982).

Judith Walzer Leavitt, The Healthiest City: Milwaukee and the Politics of Health Reform
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1982).



Gerald N. Grob, Mental Iliness and American Society, 1875-1940 (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1983). [Welch Medal c]

James H. Cassedy, American Medicine and Statistical Thinking, 1800-1860 (Cambridge,
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1984). [Welch Medal a]

Regina Markell Morantz-Sanchez, Sympathy and Science: Women Physicians in
American Medicine (New York: Oxford University Press, 1985).

Kenneth M. Ludmerer, Learning to Heal: The Development of American Medical
Education (New York: Basic Books, 1985).

Martin S. Pernick, 4 Calculus of Suffering: Pain, Professionalism, and Anesthesia in
19th-Century America (New York: Columbia University Press, 1985).

James H. Cassedy, Medicine and American Growth, 1800-1860 (Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1986). [Welch Medal b]

Victoria A. Harden, Inventing the NIH: Federal Biomedical Research Policy, 1887-1937
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986).

John Harley Warner, The Therapeutic Perspective: Medical Practice, Knowledge, and
Identity in America, 1820-1885 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1986).
[Welch Medal]

Charles E. Rosenberg, The Care of Strangers: The Rise of America’s Hospital System
(New York: Basic Books, 1987). [Pulitzer Prize finalist]

Susan M. Reverby, Ordered to Care: The Dilemma of American Nursing, 1850-1945
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1987).

W. Bruce Fye, The Development of American Physiology: Scientific Medicine in the
Nineteenth Century (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1987).

Allan M. Brandt, No Magic Bullet: A Social History of Venereal Disease in the United
States since 1880 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1985).

Judith Walzer Leavitt, Brought to Bed: Childbearing in America 1750-1950 (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1986).

Joan Jacobs Brumberg, Fasting Girls: The Emergence of Anorexia Nervosa as a Modern
Disease (New York: New American Library, 1989). [HSS Watson Davis Prize & ASA
Franklin Prize]

Rosemary Stevens, In Sickness and in Wealth: American Hospitals in the Twentieth
Century (New York: Basic Books, 1989). [Welch Medal]




Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, 4 Midwife's Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her
Diary, 1785-1812 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990). [Pulitzer Prize, Welch Medal, &
AHA Dunning Prize]

David J. Rothman, Strangers at the Bedside: A History of How Law and Bioethics
Transformed Medical Decision Making (New York: Basic Books, 1991).

Barbara Bates, Bargaining for Life: A Social History of Tuberculosis, 1876-1938
(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1992).

Margaret Humphreys, Yellow Fever and the South (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers
University Press, 1992).

Naomi Rogers, Dirt and Disease: Polio before FDR (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers
University Press, 1992).

James C. Mohr, Doctors and the Law.: Medical Jurisprudence in Nineteenth-Century
America (New York: Oxford University Press, 1993).

Sheila M. Rothman, Living in the Shadow of Death: Tuberculosis and the Social
Experience of lllness in American History (New York: Basic Books, 1994).

Joan Burbick, Healing the Republic: The Language of Health and the Culture of
Nationalism in Ninteenth-Century America (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1994).

Vern L. Bullough, Science in the Bedroom: A History of Sex Research (New York: Basic
Books, 1994).

Joel D. Howell, Technology in the Hospital: Transforming Patient Care in the Early
Twentieth Century (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995).

Susan Eyrich Lederer, Subjected to Science: Human Experimentation in American
before the Second World War (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995).

Nathan G. Hale, Jr., The Rise and Crisis of Psychoanalysis in the United States: Freud
and the Americans, 1917-1985 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1995).

Georgina D. Feldberg, Disease and Class: Tuberculosis and the Shaping of Modern
North American Society (New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers University Press, 1995).

Judith Walzer Leavitt, Typhoid Mary: Captive to the Public's Health (Boston: Beacon
Press, 1996).

W. Bruce Fye, American Cardiology: The History of a Specialty and Its College
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996). [Welch Medal]



Robert A. Orsi, Thank You, St. Jude: Women’s Devotion to the Patron Saint of Hopeless
Causes (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1996). [OAH Curti Award]

James H. Jones, Alfred C. Kinsey: A Public/Private Life (New York: W. W. Norton,
1997). [Pulitzer Prize finalist]

Leslie J. Reagan, When Abortion Was a Crime: Women, Medicine, and Law in the United
States, 1867-1973 (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1997).

Joel Braslow, Mental Ills and Bodily Cures, Psychiatric Treatment in the First Half of the
Twentieth Century (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1997).

Nancy Tomes, The Gospel of Germs: Men, Women, and the Microbe in American Life
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1998). [Welch Medal]

John Harley Warner, Against the Spirit of System: The French Impulse in Nineteenth-
Century American Medicine (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1998).

Jack D. Pressman, Last Resort: Psychosurgery and the Limits of Medicine (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1998). [Welch Medal]

Michael Bliss, William Osler: A Life in Medicine (New York: Oxford University Press,
1999).

Kenneth Ludmerer, Time to Heal: American Medical Education from the Turn of the
century to the Era of Managed Care (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999).
[Welch Medal]

Keith Wailoo, Dying in the City of the Blues: Sickle Cell Anemia and the Politics of Race
and Health (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2001). [Welch Medal]

Barron Lerner, Breast Cancer Wars: Hope, Fear, and the Pursuit of a Cure in Twentieth
Century America (New York: Oxford University Press, 2001). [Welch Medal]

David McBride, Missions for Science: U. S. Technology and Medicine in America’s
African World (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2002).

Susan D. Jones, Valuing Animals: Veterinarians and Their Patients in Modern America
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002).

Conevery Bolton Valencius, The Health of the Country: How American Settlers
Understood Themselves and Their Land (New York: Basic Books, 2002).

Thomas N. Bonner, Iconoclast: Abraham Flexner and a Life in Learning (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002).




Michael Sappol, A4 Traffic of Dead Bodies: Anatomy and Embodied Social Identity in
Nineteenth-Century America (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 2002).

David Healy, The Creation of Psychopharmacology (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard
University Press, 2002).

Gerald N. Grob, The Deadly Truth: A History of Disease in America (Cambridge, Mass.:
Harvard University Press, 2002).

Gerald Markowitz and David Rosner, Deceit and Denial: The Deadly Politics of
Industrial Pollution (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2002).

Rennie B. Schoepflin, Christian Science on Trial: Religious Healing in America
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003).

Alan M. Kraut, Goldberger's War: The Life and Work of a Public Health Crusader (New
York: Hill & Wang, 2003). [HSS Watson Davis Prize]

David S. Jones, Rationalizing Epidemics: Meanings and Uses of American Indian
Mortality since 1600 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2004).

Susan Lindee, Moments of Truth in Genetic Medicine (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins -
University Press, 2005).

Steven M. Stowe, Doctoring the South: Southern Physicians and Everyday Medicine in
the Mid-Nineteenth Century (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004).

Michael Bliss, Harvey Cushing: A Life in Surgery (New York: Oxford University Press,
2005).

David M. Oshinsky, Polio: An American Story (New York: Oxford University Press,
2005). [Pulitzer Prize]

Judith Houck, Hot and Bothered: Women, Medicine, and Menopause in Modern America
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2006).

Arleen Tuchman, Science Has No Sex: The Life of Marie Zakrzewska, M.D. (The
University of North Carolina Press, 2006).

Keith Wailoo and Stephen Pemberton, The Troubled Dream of Genetic Medicine:
Ethnicity and Innovation in Tay-Sachs, Cystic Fibrosis, and Sickle Cell Disease
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2006).

Jeremy A. Greene, Prescribing by Numbers: Drugs and the Definition of Disease
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007).



Gregg Mitman, Breathing Space: How Allergies Shape Our Lives and Landscapes (New
Haven: Yale Univeristy Press, 2007).

Allan M. Brandt, The Cigarette Century.: The Rise, Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the
Product That Defined America (New York: Basic Books, 2007). [AHA Beveridge
Award, Pulitzer Prize finalist]

Ruth Schwartz Cowan, Heredity and Hope: The Case for Genetic Screening (Cambridge,
Mass: Harvard University Press, 2008).

John Parascandola, Sex, Sin, and Science: A History of Syphilis in America (Westport,
Conn.: Praeger, 2008).

Susan E. Lederer, Flesh and Blood: Organ Transplantation and Blood Transfusion in
Twentieth-Century America (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008).

Nicolas Rasmussen, On Speed: The Many Lives of Amphetamine (New York: New York
University Press, 2008).

Bert Hansen, Picturing Medical Progress from Pasteur to Polio: A History of Mass
Media Images and Popular Attitudes in America (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers
University Press, 2009).

Susan M. Reverby, Examining Tuskegee: The Infamous Syphilis Study and Its Legacy
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009).

Judith Walzer Leavitt, Make Room for Daddy: The Journey from Waiting Room to
Birthing Room (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009).

Jeffrey M. Jentzen, Death Investigation in America: Coroners, Medical Examiners, and
the Pursuit of Medical Certainty (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2009).

Leslie J. Reagan, Dangerous Pregnancies: Mothers, Disabilities, and Abortion in
Modern America (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2010).

Rebecca Skloot, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (New York: Crown, 2010).

Robert N. Proctor, Golden Holocaust: Origins of the Cigarette Catastrophe and the
Case for Abolition (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2011).

Jim Downs, Sick from Freedom: African-American lliness and Suffering during the Civil
War and Reconstruction (New York: Oxford University Press, 2012).







