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Judd C. Kinzley 
 
Department of History       kinzley@wisc.edu 
University of Wisconsin-Madison     (608)263-1861 
455 N. Park St.  
Madison, WI 53706  
 
 
Academic Positions 
 
2012- Assistant Professor of Modern Chinese History, University of Wisconsin- 
Present Madison 
 
2014 Visiting Scholar, Academia Sinica, Research Group in Environmental 

History, Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China     
 
2009 Visiting Scholar, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Institute of Border 

History and Geography, Beijing, People’s Republic of China (PRC)   
   

 
Education 
 
2012 PhD awarded, University of California, San Diego (Modern Chinese 

History) 
 
2005 M.A. candidate, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan Republic of 

China (History)  
 
2005  M.A. awarded, Washington University in St. Louis (East Asian Studies) 
 
1999  B.A. awarded, Macalester College (History, East Asian Studies)  
  
   
Publications  
 

Book:  
 
2018 Natural Resources and the New Frontier: Constructing Modern China’s 

Borderlands (University of Chicago Press, In Production, expected date of 
publication, May 2018) 

 
Journal Articles:  

 
2016 with Agnieszka Joniak-Luthi (researcher, Institute of Social and Cultural 

Anthropology, Ludwig Maximilien University, Munich, Germany) 
“Territory, Border, Infrastructure: Imagining and Crafting National 



 2 

Borderlands in 20th Century China” in Crossroads Asia Working Paper Series 
36 (December 2016) 

 
2015 “The Spatial Legacy of Informal Empire: Oil, the Soviet Union, and the 

Contours of Economic Development in China’s Far West,” Twentieth 
Century China 40, no. 3 (October, 2015), 220-237 

  
▪ [Translated into Chinese and Republished as:“非正式帝

国空间遗产：苏联于中国西北经济开发的轮廓”in 杨大

庆，朱萌贵, eds. 「世界能源史中的中国：诞生，演

变，利用及其影响 」[China in Global Energy History:  
Emergence, Evolution, Use, and Influence] (Shanghai: 
Fudan University Press, Forthcoming 2018)] 

 
2012 “Crisis and the Development of China’s Southwestern Periphery: the 

Transformation of Panzhihua, 1936-1969,” Modern China 38, no. 5 (Sept. 
2012) 559-584 

    
▪ [Translated into Chinese and Republished as: 金家德 “中

国西南边陲的危机与开发—1936 – 1969 年间攀枝花的

转型,” 张志军 and 徐有威, tr. 「军事历史研究」 
[Research in the History of Military Affairs] No. 4 (2014)]  

 
Book Chapters: 

 
2015  With Jia Jianfei (research fellow, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences) 

“Xinjiang and the Promise of Salvation in Free China” in 1943: China at the 
Crossroads, Matthew Combs, Joseph Esherick, eds.  (Cornell University East 
Asia Series, 2015) 
  

▪ [Translated into Chinese and Republished as: 金家德与贾

建飞， “新疆和自由中国的救赎希望” Chen Xiao, tr. in 
周锡瑞 ed.「1943：在十字路口上的中國」 (Beijing: 
Shehui kexue wenxian chubanshe, 2016)] 

 
2013  "Xinjiang at the Center," in Demystifying China: New Understandings of Chinese 

History. Naomi Standen, ed.  Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2013 
 
2010 “Turning Prospectors into Settlers: Gold, Immigrant Miners and the 

Settlement of the Frontier in Late Qing Xinjiang” in Paul Pickowicz and 
Sherman Cochran, eds. China on the Margins (Ithaca, NY: Cornell 
University East Asia Series, 2010)      

 
Reviews:  
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2016 Review: Shellen Xiao Wu, Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the 
Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 
2015) in Business History Review 90, no. 1 (Spring 2016) 

 
2016 Review: Elizabeth J. Perry, Anyuan: Mining China’s Revolutionary Tradition 

(Berkeley: University of California Press, 2012) in China Review International 
20, nos. 3 and 4 (2016) 

 
2013 Review: “The Qing Invention of Nature: Environment, Identity in Northeast 

China and Mongolia, 1750-1850 by Jonathan Schlesinger” in Dissertation 
Reviews (November 5, 2013) 

 
2009 Review: “Cai Jiayi 蔡家艺, Qingdai Xinjiang Shehui Jingji Shigang 清代新疆

社会经济史纲 (An Outline History of Xinjiang’s Society and Economy 
during the Qing dynasty) (Beijing: Renmin Chubanshe, 2006)” in China 
Review International 15, no. 4 (2009), 506-510  

  
 
Fellowships, Grants and Honors 
 
2019  American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Fellow  
 
2018 Resident Fellow, Institute for Research in the Humanities (University of 

Wisconsin-Madison) 
 
2018 Research Grant for Foreign Scholars in Chinese Studies (funded by the 

Center for Chinese Studies, National Central Library, Taiwan, Republic of 
China) 

 
2017-2018 Madison Teaching and Learning Excellence Fellow (funded by the 

University of Wisconsin, Madison, Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning) 
 
2017 Book Subvention for Scholarly Monographs (funded by the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison, Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research and 
Graduate Education) 

 
2016-2020  Arts & Humanities and Social Sciences Collaborative Training Grant 

(funded by the University of Wisconsin-Madison Graduate School) 
 
2016 Crossroads Asia Fellowship (funded by the German Federal Ministry of 

Education and Research, Ludwig Maximilian University, Munich, Germany 
(Summer) 

 
2013-2014 Henry Luce Foundation/ACLS China Studies Postdoctoral Fellowship 



 4 

2012 Dryden Hull Endowed Award for Best Dissertation, University of 
California, San Diego (UCSD)                                                                                                                               

2010 All-University of California Group in Economic History Research Grant 
Award  

 
2010 China and Inner Asian Council Grant (funded by the Association of Asian 

Studies) 
 
2009-2010 Fulbright Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Award (DDRA)   
 
2005-2006 Master’s Degree Scholarship (funded by Ministry of Education, Taiwan, 

Republic of China) 
 
 
Invited Talks 
 
2017  “Natural Resources and the Making of Modern Xinjiang”  
 

▪ University of Pittsburgh: University Center for International 
Studies, Pittsburgh, PA (November 10) 

 
2016 “Lessons from the Han Dynasty Along a Late Qing Frontier: Agriculture, 

Mining, and the Modern State in Qing Xinjiang”  
 

▪ University of Heidelberg: Cluster of Excellence: Asia and 
Europe in a Global Context, Heidelberg, Germany (July 7) 

 
2016 “Soviet Infrastructural Roots in Chinese Central Asia: Resources, 

Imperialism and the Making of Xinjiang” 
 

▪ Humboldt University of Berlin: Institute for Asian and 
African Studies, Berlin, Germany (June 22) 

 
2016 “Capital, Global Resource Markets and the Making of Chinese Xinjiang, 

1900-1965” 
 

▪ Ludwig Maximilian University: Institute for Ethnology, 
Munich, Germany (May 30) 

 
2016 “Wielding the ‘Sharp Sword’: Petroleum and State Power in China’s Far 

West”  
 

▪ University of Michigan: Lieberthal-Rogel Center for Chinese 
Studies, Ann Arbor, Michigan (February 23)  

 
2016 “Wartime Atrocities and the Historical Legacies of World War II in China” 
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▪ National Research University: Higher School for Economics, 

Moscow, Russian Federation (January 22) 
 

2015 “Empire, Resource Production, and a New Perspective on Chinese Border 
Regions”  
 

▪ Stanford University: Hoover Institution, Palo Alto, CA 
(August 5)  

 
2014 “Resource Outposts of the Party State: Minerals and State Power in China’s 

West, 1955-1961”  
 

▪ Hong Kong University of Science and Technology: 
Department of History, Hong Kong (April 11) 

 
2013 “Oil, Soviet Planning and the Hidden Roots of Economic Inequality in 

China’s Far West”  
 

▪ Duke University: Triangle China Forum, Durham, NC 
(November 19) 

 
▪ University of South Carolina: Center for Asian Studies, 

Columbia, SC (November 18) 
 
2013  “Oil and State Building in Twentieth Century Xinjiang” [石油和 20世纪

中国新疆的建设历程] (presentation given in Chinese) 
 

▪ Xinjiang Normal University: Department of History and 
Institute of Nationality Studies, Urumqi, Xinjiang Uighur 
Autonomous Region, People’s Republic of China (June 7)  

 
 
Conference Presentations 
 
2017 “Resources and the State: Toward a New Perspective on Chinese Border 

Regions” 
 

▪ ”Ecological History in Asia and the World,” Yale University: 
Council for East Asian Studies, (October 28) 

 
2017 “Seeing the Land: Unseeing the People: Natural Resources and the Making 

of Modern Xinjiang” 
 

▪ “On Edge: China’s Frontiers in a Time of Change,” 
Kandersteg, Switzerland (October 12-14) 
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2017  “Assessing the ‘Stockpile’: the Materiality of Allied Wartime Aid to China” 
 

▪  “China in a Global World War II,” University of 
Cambridge: UK (July 3-14)  

 
2016 “Paving the Path Toward a Postwar Future: Foreign Aid, Highways, and the 

Making of Modern China” (presentation given in Chinese) 
 

▪  “War and Society in Modern China” [现代中国的战争与

社会], jointly organized between the University of 
Washington and the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 
Seattle, WA (July 23-24)  

 
2016 “Resource Alchemy: Transforming Resources into State Power Along 

China’s Borders”  
 

▪ “Resourceful Things: An Interdisciplinary Symposium on 
Resource Exploration and Exploitation in China” Harvard 
University, Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies, (April 20-
22)   

 
2015 “Oil Refining Technology and the Building Blocks of Institutional Memory: 

the Great Leap Forward in China’s Far West”  
 

▪ American Society of Environmental History, Washington, 
DC (March 21) 

 
2014  “Resource Outposts and the Transformation of China’s West”  

 
▪ Association of Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Conference, 

Philadelphia, PA (March 23)   
 
2013 “Oil, International Capital and the Changing Calculation of Sovereignty 

Along Republican China’s Periphery”  
 

▪ “Asia and the New History of Energy,” Harvard University, 
Joint Center for History and Economics, Cambridge, MA 
(Feb. 21-22)  

 
2013  “Xinjiang and the Promise of Salvation in Free China”  

 
▪ “China in 1943: A Two-Day Workshop on a Year of Trials, 

Tribulations, and Transitions,” University of California, 
Irvine, Irvine, CA (April 26)  

 
2012 "Minerals at War: Nationalist China and the Markets for Tungsten, 1937-

1946" 



 7 

 
▪ AAS Annual Conference, Toronto, Canada (March 20) 

 
2010 “Late Qing and Early Republican Migrants and the Economic Development 

of the Northwest” [清末民国时期的移民与西北经济的发展] 
(presentation given in Chinese)  
 

▪ “Conference on China’s Northern and Western Borders in 
the Qing and Republican Periods” [清代及民国时期中国

西部与北部边疆专题研究学术讨论会], Chinese Academy 
of Social Sciences, Institute of Border History and 
Geography, Beijing China (April 15)  

 
Campus Events 
 
2017  “Rethinking China, Rethinking the World” 
 

▪ Keynote Speaker, National Pengyou Day, Project Pengyou 
UW Madison Chapter, student group (November 16) 

  
2017  “China and the World”  
 

▪ “Asia Rising” Panel Discussion, Department of History, 
Board of Visitors Meeting (October 19) 
 

2017  “Sino-Soviet Relations and the Making of Modern Xinjiang”  
 

▪ Central Eurasian Studies Society Summer Institute, Center 
for Russia, Eastern Europe and Central Asia (August 7) 

 
 2015 “Converting Resources in to State Power: Petroleum and the Layers of the 

State in China’s Far West”  
 

▪ “Rethinking Borderlands Workshop,” Department of 
History (December 3) 

 
2013  “Perspectives on Change” (panelist) 
 

▪ “Evolving Landscapes: 100 Years of Change in Western 
China, Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies 
(November 7) 

 
2013 “From Agricultural Wasteland to Mineral Rich Wonderland: Resources 

and the Transformation of China’s Northwestern Periphery”  
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▪ Center for Culture, History and the Environment (CHE) 
colloquium, Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies 
(February 13) 

 
2012  “Oil, Resources, and Chinese State Power in Xinjiang”  
 

▪ China Economic Forum, faculty speaker series (October 30) 
 
Teaching  
 
 Courses Taught: 
 
2012-  University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Present 
 

Undergraduate courses: 
“History of Modern China, 1800-1949” 
“History of Modern China, 1949-Present” 
“China and World War II in Asia” 
Senior Capstone: “Sino-American Relations, 1895-2008” 
Senior Capstone: “Wisconsin and China”  
“Does Mao Still Matter?”  

 
Graduate Courses: 
 “Professional Development Seminar: On the Market” 

“Graduate Seminar in Modern Chinese History”  
“Seminar on the Environmental History of East Asia” 
 

2011-2012 University of California, San Diego  
 

Undergraduate courses: 
“The Fifteen Year War in East Asia”  
“The End of the Chinese Empire: 1800-1911” 

 
Advising 
 
Doctoral Students  Xiang Shiyi (entered 2016) 
 
Dissertation Committee Chang Yuan (2017) 
    Judy (Jingxia) Yang (2016) 

Sarah Brinegar (2014) 
 
Master’s Thesis Committee Dong Yaowen (2016) 
    Evan Wells (2013) 
 
Undergraduate Honors Corina Cheung (2014) 

Liyao (Jack) Lu (2014) 
Ran (Laura) Luo (2014) 
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University and Departmental Service 
 
2016- Present  Fellowships and Scholarships Committee, Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison, Department of 

History  
  
2016- Present Graduate Council, Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison, Department of History 
 
2015-2017 Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison Faculty Senate, Department of History Representative 
 
2015- 2017 Steering Committee, Center for Culture, History and the Environment (CHE), Nelson 

Institute, Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison 
  
2014  China Focus Group, Division of International Studies. Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
2013 Planning committee, “Evolving Landscapes: 100 Years of Landscape Change in 

Western China Exhibition,” Nelson Institute and the Wisconsin China Initiative, 
Univ. of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
Languages 
 
Mandarin Chinese:  Fluent in modern Chinese, proficient in reading Classical Chinese   
 
Japanese:   Proficient in reading modern Japanese  
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